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Andrew Marr on the 
maligned Mr Clarke 

Political commentary 
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Watchdog 

to probe 
lottery 
handouts 

Audit office to inquire 
into grant awards 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Hundreds of millions in cash 
handouts from the National 
Lotteiy are to be scrutinised by 
the National Audit Office, the 
public finance watchdog. 

An NAO spokesman said 
last night that the inquiry was 
expected to begin later this 
year. It will concentrate on the 
Millennium Commission, Na- 
tional Heritage Memorial Fund, 
Charities Board, Sports Coun- 
cil and Arts Council, which in 
the lottery's first seven years, will 
distribute between £1.2bn to 
£l.tibn each. 

The National Heritage 
Memorial Fund provoked a 
storm last year when, in a 



) 


Winston ChurchiH: At centre 
of £12L5m deal 

deal negotiated by Winston 
Churchill MP, it bought the 
Churchill Papers for £12J5m 
and made a £55m grant to the 
Royal Opera House. The 
awards were widely criticised for 
going to a cultural elite. 

Pressure for the NAO inves- 
tigation has been growing, with 
critics of the lottery, notably 
Dennis Vaughan, wbo con- 
ceived the idea of a non-prof- 
it-making draw, claiming it had 
been hijacked by Camelot, the 
operator, and exclusive bodies. 

Opposition politicians have 
also claimed that lottery mon- 
ey is being used as a substitute 
lor public expenditure - some- 
thing it was never intended to 
h^T aboii r maintains that peo- 
ple who play the lottery should 
be consulted on the allocation 
at grants. 

4n further criticism recently. 
Prince Charles said that plans 
for the millennium celetara- 
which are largely being 
Sawed by the lottery, lacked 
Sg&ftuality. 

?The NAO confirmed yester- 
dhy.thai once it has completed 
art inquiry into whether lottery 
faips are flowing smoothly and 
tiie&aw is being policed prop- 
erly, it will him its attention to 
the much more sensitive issue 
of the distribution of grants. 


NAO investigators will focus 
on another acutely sensitive 
area - possible conflicts of in- 
terest between the people mak- 
ing the grants and the bodies 
receiving them. 

The watchdog is currently ex- 
amining whether all lottery pro- 
ceeds are being collected and 
handed over to the Government 
for passing on to the grant-mak- 
ing bodies in time. That inquiry, 
which is concerned with flow of 
funds through the system, from 
the sellers of tickets to the 
grant-making bodies, is ex- 
pected to be completed short- 
ly. “After that, we will get to the 
more interesting inquiry,” the 
spokesman said. 

Confirmation of the inquiry 
came after Sir John Bourn, the 
NAO head, appeared before the 
Commons Public Accounts 
Committee yesterday, to pre- 
sent a report into the sacking 
las'r year of the director of the- 
National Heritage Memorial 
Rind. 

Georgina Nayler was fired af- 
ter the NAO discovered she had , 
awarded computer contracts 
to a company run by her 
boyfriend. 

The first contract to bis firm, 
Sfrnno Software Services, was 
worth £3,000 and the second, 
£35,000. Hayden Phillips, Per- 
manent Secretary at the De- 
partment of National Heritage 
and Anthea Case, director of 
the fund, had been called to the 
committee after it was revealed 
that Ms Nayler received a pay- 
off worth £35,000. 

It was also disclosed that she 
had been allowed to keep her 
job for a further six weeks, on 
full pay, despite the facts being 
known to officials at the De- 
partment. Mr Phillips said he 
had to make a judgment as to 
whether it was wise to dismiss 
her immediately, which would 
have coincided with the first an- 
nouncements of grants from the 
fund, or to wait while further in- 
quiries were made. He chose the 
latter, prompting Michael 
Stern, the Conservative MP, to 
accuse him of making a “cosy 
decision.*' 

MPs demanded to know how 
h was that, when Ms Nayler had 
clearly allowed the conflict to 
arise, she got any pay-off at all. 
Mr Phillips said she received the 
money on the advice of the 
Treasury Solicitor, who said the 
£35,000 was what she could ex- 
pect at an industrial tribunal. 

It emerged that while the pay- 
ments to Ms Nayler’s partner 
had been relatively smalt he was 
advising on information tech- 
nology contracts worth 
£300,000. Angela Eagle, the 
Labour MP, asked whether the 
“scope for dubious activities in- 
volving large amounts of mon- 
ey was quite wide?" She also 
pointed to the rapid growth of 
Simno Software. 



Escape route: A man hurries through the debris in Colombo yesterday as firefighters tackle a building set ablaze by the lorry-bomb attack Photograph: A lokuhapuarachchv'Reuter 

Sri Lanka suicide bomber kills 60 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi 

A suicide bomber crashed a lor- 
ry packed with explosives into 
Sri Lanka's central bank, killing 
nearly 60 people and injuring 
more than 1,400 others during 
the morning rush hour yester- 
day in the heart of Colombo. 
The force of the blast gutted 
eight buildings and brought a 
cascade of glass on to the pan- 
icked wounded victims wan- 
dering in the streets. 

A Sri Lankan military 


spokesman. Brigadier Suratfa 
Munasinghe, blamed the bomb 
attack on Tamil separatist guer- 
rillas. ■‘It had to be the Tamil 
Tigers. Who else would have 
done such a thinglike this?" he 
asked. The blast was seen as 
Tamil revenge against the army 
for having captured the main 
Tiger guerrilla base at Jafiha, on 
the north of the island, during 
a long and bloody campaign that 
ended last December. 

Eyewitness accounts differed, 
but it appeared that a lorry car- 
rying explosives managed to 


slip through t he dozens of army 
checkpoints on roads leading 
into the Sri Lankan capital. 
Despite tight security, the cap- 
ital has been rocked nearly i5 
times by suicide bombers - the 
preferred weapon of the Tamil 
Tigers -in 12 years of ethnic war 
with the Sinhalese majority. 

A driver and at least two oth- 
ers were in (he lorry when it 
raced up to the centra! bank, on 
a busy thoroughfare next to (he 
president's office, hotels and key 
government and military in- 
stallations. Two of the suspect- 


ed Tamil guerrillas jumped out 
and fired a rocket-propelled 
grenade at the bank's sentry box 
while the driver rammed his ex- 
plosives- laden vehicle into the 
bank. Two youths wearing jack- ■ 
ets filled with explosives were lat- 
er arrested at the Fort railway 
station nearby. Police said the 
two suspects, who were also car- 
rying automatic weapons, may 
have been the men who attacked 
the bank's security post 
The facade of the nine-story 
building was blasted open. 
Smoke poured from fires in 


nearby buildings and glass 
rained in a deadly shower from 
34-storey skyscrapers. Cars 
were somersaulted by the blast 
and bum into flames.' What had 
been a busy, normal street a few 
seconds before was transformed 
into a devastated landscape. 
Dazed and bloodied survivors 
hobbled through a wreckage of 
mangled bodies, fire, glass 
shards, and twisted metal 
Office workers trapped on the 
upper floors of flaming buildings 
were lifted to safety by heli- 
copters. Rescue officials said the 


death toll could rise far higher: 
the centra! bank building alone 
had nearly 3,1X10 workers. 

As darkness fell, fears grew 
that Sinhalese mobs might de- 
scend on Tamil neighbourhoods 
and take their vengeance for 
yesterday's carnage. 

The bomb may prompt the 
Australian cricket team to pull 
out of their World Cup match 
in Colombo on 17 February 
against Sri Lanka. Bui Sri 
Lankan officials said the match 
would go ahead as planned. 

Tamils take revenge, page 8 


Independent body 
to rule on MPs’ pay 


Take sugary puffs 
with a pinch of salt 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

The Government was last night 
preparing to hand the highly 
sensitive issue of MPs’ pay over 
to an independent body after 
Labour came out in favour of 
referring it to Lord Nolan's 
Committee on Standards in 
Public Life. 

As the leaderships of all 
three main political parties 
were put on the defensive by 
the gathering momentum of 
MPs campaigning for a big hike 
in parliamentary salaries, Ann 
Taylor, Shadow leader of the 
Commons, backed the all-par- 
ty demand by more than 300 
MPs for the Nolan committee 
to determine their pay, 

Tbny Newton, Leader of the 
Commons, is already studying 
a series of options for the future 
fixing of MPs’ pay. A review by 
the Nolan committee would 
require John Major to alter the 
committee's terms of reference. 



■ Some in the Government 
were last night advocating the 
use of the Senior Salaries Re- 
view Board, which fixes pay for 
judges, generals and senior civ- 
il servants. 

Downing Street refused to 
commit Mr Major in advance of 
a report Mr Newton will make 
to the Cabinet. But the motion 


calling for a reference to Nolan 
is signed by influential members 
of the Tory . backbench 1922 
committee,’ including its chair- 
man. Sir Marcus Fox, and more 
than half of Lhe Parliamentary 
Labour Party. 

Although the Labour lead- 
ership backed the EDM motion 
last night, senior party sources, 
with a lively sense that the is- 
sue could be one of the first to 
face the party in government if 
it wins the election, went out of 
their way to suggest a Labour 
Government would not see a big 
increase in MPs* pay “as one its 
first priorities”. 

Anxiety among leaders of 
the main parties that a big 
readjustment of MIV pay coula 
intensify the electorate’s dis- 
enchantment with politicians 
was exposed by Paddy Ash- 
down, leader of the Libera! 
Democrats. He said of his own 
£34,000 pay: “I have no difficulty 
with ray salary as an MP. 

TURN TO PAGE TWO 


GLENDA COOPER 

Breakfast cereals that claim to 
be a healthy eating option 
should be treated with a pinch 
of salt, according to the con- 
sumer guide Which? 

Cereals targeted at slimmers 
often have no fewer calories and 
different ways of measuring fi- 
bre make comparisons almost 
impossible, the guide, published 
by the Consumers' Associa- 
tion, said. Iii 1994, consumers 
in the United Kingdom ate 
£lbn worth of cereal. 

Perfect Balance, produced by 
Weight Watchers, contains only 
2 calories per lOOg fewer than 
Kellogg's Bran Flakes (318 cals 
per 100g compared with 320 cak 
per lOOg), while haying 25-30 
per cent less fibre. And, despite 
advertisements that show sylph- 
like bodies, Kellogg's Special K 
has the same amount of calo- 
ries and double the sugar of Kel- 
logg’s Cornflakes. 

Added sugar was a problem 
in many cereals. An unsweet- 
ened cereal contains less than 
lg of sugar per lOOg. But added 


sugar in Sugar Puffs makes up 
□early half its total weight. 

It is illegal to make false 
claims that products can help 
prevent, cure or treat a disease 
but the Consumers' Association 
says some cereals imply they will 
be good for the heart. Bran 
Hearts, from Jordans, come in 
a heart shape and Kellogg's 
Common Sense is pictured in a 
heart-shaped bowl on the box. 

Which? also expressed con- 
cern about cereals aimed at chil- 
dren. A recent survey looked at 
television advertisements ap- 
pearing at children's peak view- 
ing times. It found that almost 
one in five of the food and drink 
advertisements were for cereals 
and three-quarters of these ce- 
reals were high in sugar. 

Brands such as Kellogg's 
Coco Pops, Fros Lies and Corn 


IN BRIEF 


_ jut nu- 
tritious breakfast”, contain 
more than 40 per cent sugar. 

Kellogg’s yesterday defend- 
ed its advertising of children's 
cereals, saying that they con- 
tained many nutrients vital to 
health and growth. 


Windfall for 3 million 

Three million members of the 
Alliance & Leicester will receive 
a shares windfall following the 
society's announcement that it 
is to become a bank. Plage 3 

Airline accused 

The first criminal prosecution 
against a scheduled airline for 
endangering the life of passen- 
gers is being brought after both 
engines on a British Midland jet 
ran out of oil. Page 2 

Ecstasy victim’s agony 

The parents of ecstasy victim 
Leah Betts told an inquest how 
she clawed at them in agony be- 
fore collapsing. Page 3 

PC guilty of smuggling 

A woman police officer has 
been found guilty of helping her 
father in a gold smuggling 
scheme. Rage 5 

Today's weather 

Fine and dry with some sunny 
spells. Section TVro. page 29 
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Kinnock in 


row oyer 
subsidy for 
state airline 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Neil Kinnock was last night ac- 


cused by Tory MPs of dcliver- 
“kidc in 


in^ a 'lack in the teeth" for 
British Airways after Britain's 
European Commissioner for 
Transport approved a state sub- 
sidy of £440in for the Spanish 
state airline, Iberia. 

Sir George Young, Secre- 
tary of State for Transport, led 
the criticism of the deal, the first 
controversial derision since the 
former Labour leader was ap- 
pointed 12 months ago. 

Tory MPs were furious that 
it could lead to unfair compe- 
tition against BA, the former 
state airline which has made a 
profit since being privatised. 

Mr Kinnock said the Com- 
mission was stDl committed to 
phasing out state subsidies for 
airlines, but said the money for 
the struggling airline was not 
state aid in the traditional sense. 

But Sir George said; “UK air- 
lines compete m Europe with- 
out subskfy. It is about time the 
Commission insisted that oth- 
er airlines are also run on pure- 
ly commercial lines. 

“It really does stretch credi- 
bility to claim that a commer- 
cial investor would be willing to 
put any money at ail into Iberia. 
It has been losing money for 
years." 

Ministers will seek to em- 
barrass Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, today over the decision 
which they say has echoes of 
“Old Labour". A Labour source 


defended Mr Kinnock. “He's 
just doing his job." 

But Tory MPs, dearly sens- 
ing Labour could be thrown on 
to the defensive again, accused 
the former Labour leader of 
t ur nin g the clock back. Winston 
Churchill, the Tory MP for 
Davyhuhne. said it was a “kick 
in the teeth" for British Airways. 

“It is outrageous when we are 
trying to level the playing field 
within Europe by removing 
subsidies whidi distort compe- 
tition," said Michael Calvin, 
chairman of the Toiy back- 
bench foreign affairs committee. 

A former Toty aviation min- 
ister, Sir Michael Spicer, said, 
“the system of allowing subsi- 
dies in Europe is very bad”. 

But Mr Kmnock hinted that 
the airline could qualify for 
Commission approval for about 
£ 100 m more in aid from the 
Spanish government in 1997, if 
there were improvements in the 
company's performance. 

He stressed it should not be 
seen as a signal to other loss- 
making air lutes that the Com- 
mission will approve other 
forms of government support 
He said he had only given ap- 
proval after slashing the amount 
of aid to the airline and winning 
strirt concessions to ensure no 
trade distortion with competing 
national airlines in Europe. 

Iberia said it had been “vin- 
dicated" and that Mr Kinnock 
had ruled “that the capital in- 
jection is not state aid but sen- 
sible action of an interested 
shareholder". 


Airline prosecuted for 
‘putting fives in danger 5 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 


The first criminal prosecution 
against a scheduled airline for 
endangering the life of passen- 

S eis is being brought bv the Civ- 
Aviation Authority, after a 
British Midland jet with ISO 
people on board was forced to 
make an emergency landin 
when both engines ran out o; 
oil. 

The incident last year, on a 
flight from East Midlands to 
Lanzarote in the Canary Islands, 
occurred on the Boeing 7 3Ts 
first flight after routine main- 
tenance at the airport. The 
flight, BD3141, on February 
23, had just reached cruising 
height when the pilots noticed 
low oil pressure readings on 
both engines. 


In a statement the airline, 
Britain's second largest sched- 
uled carrier, said that-the lack 
of oil pressure had been caused 
.when “two components which 
had been removed from the air- 
craft were not correctly reposi- 
tioned". Both engines had 
smoke pouring out when the 
plane made an emergency landr 
. ing at Luton. 

British Midland is charged 
with two summonses under the 
Air Navigation Order 19S9 for 
"negligent endangering" of 
both passengers on the plane 
and the public at large. The air- 
line faces a maximum fine of 
£2,000 on each count. A two- 
year prison sentence can be im- 
posed, but as the prosecution is 
being brought against the air- 
line rather than any individuals, 
this is not relevant in this case. 


The Open 
University 


Study for 
a BA or BSc 


degree. 


To broaden your interests or develop your career the Open 
University offers over ISO courses you can choose from to build 
your own BA or BSc degree programme. They cover arts, science, 
social science, computing, technology, modern languages, 
mathematics, business management, education and health and 
social welfare. If you are over 18 and resident in the European 
Union, you’re eligible. No previous qualifications are required. 

THROUGH OU SUPPORTED 
OPEN LEARNING 

Our proven method of teaching allows you to study wherever 
you live and in your own time. Specially written texts and 
audio/video materials are backed by counselling and personal 
tutorial support and the opportunity to work with other students. If 
you need help, some financial support may be available. 
Admissions are on a first-come first-served basis - so fill m the 
coupon or phone NOW. 


Send for your free brochure on 
BA/BSc degrees NOW. 


Send to: The Open University* PO Bo* B2S, Milton Keynes. MK1 1TY, 
O Pious send men copy of Courses. Diploma and BA/BSc 
Degrees brochure. 

Name 


UtJOIW 


A ddre ss 


Postcode 


Tel 


OU Hotline C 24 hours} 01908 379199 


University education end training open to nfl adults. 



Shades of eloquence: Methodist minister Lord Soper stands on a soap box In Tower Hffl, London, yesterday; his 93rd birthday to deliver one of his 
controversial sermons; he returned to his favoured themes in 69 years of preaching - socialism, republicanism and pacifism Photograph: Brian Hams 


Couples 
may adopt 
embryos 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


Childless couples could be 
offered one or more of 3,000 
frozen- embryos now in storage 
at fertility clinics where contact 
has been lost with the biological 
parents, it has been suggested. 

Health ministers are consid- 
ering the “adoption" proposal 
made by Comment on Repro- 
ductive Ethics (CORE), de- 
scribed as a non-religious, 
non-political lobby group which 
wants more open discussion of 
the e.thical issues surrounding 
test-tube babies - including 
length of embryo storage - and 
other fertility treatments. 

It emerged recently that fer- 
tility clinics are unable to con- 
tact the owners or parents of at 
least 3,000 frozen embryos cre- 
ated when couples had fertili- 
ty treatment up to five years ago. 
The surplus embryos were held 
in storage in case the couples 
wanted to extend their families. 

However, current legislation 
dictates that the embryos 
should be destroyed after five 
years although Stephen DorrelL. 
Secretary of State for Health, 
has indicated that new regula- 
tions will allow embryos to be 
stored for up to 10 years. 


Yorkshire Water offers 
bonus to drought staff 


Yorkshire Water, which 
wheeled out the standpipes last 
August complaining that no 
one could have forecast the 
summer's drought, is to pay cash 
bonuses to staff who worked to 
keep supplies flowing to cus- 
tomers. 

The company has promised 
to give thank-you payments to 
employees who worked exces- 
sive hours to stop rota watercuts 
being introduced in the region. 

Despite the fact that Ian By- 
att, director-general of the wa- 
ter watchdog Ofwat, described 
the situation at Yorkshire Wa- 
ter as “not acceptable", the 
company refused to rale out the 
possibility that its much-critk 
cised executives could also get 
extra cash. The privatised wa- 
ter company has yet Lo decide 
who will receive the payments 
and how much they will get. But 


it has confirmed that all 3,600 
employees will be given an ex- 
tra day off on 27 December, and 
that about £20 per head will be 
made available to departmen- 
tal heads to organise a “team 
event" as an extra reward. 

“The drought this year was an 
exceptional, one-off event, and 
it's thanks to the very, very hard 
work and long exceptional 
hours put in by many people 
that Yorkshire people have not 
suffered cuts to their suppfy." 
a company spokesman said. 

Many employees had can- 
celled holidays at short notice 
and their family lives were dis- 
rupted, he said, adding: “All of 
us get paid Jot coming to work, 
but if people are asked to put 
in extra effort this company as 
a good employer will reward 
them. Payments will be made 
where they are best deserved. 


>e at any let 
Peter Bowler, of the -con- 
sumer group Yorkshire Water- 
watch, said: U I think it’s right 
that the people who did the hard 
work are rewarded for the ef- 
fort they put in. But it's tragic 


that they were put under this 
join 


stress because of management's 
failure to read the warning 
signs. Yorkshire Waiter needs to 
leant the lessons of this summer 
in more ways than one, and if 
senior managers and directors 
are rewarded for having failed 
to make the right 'decisions 
then customers will quite right- 
ly demand a different board of 
directors." 

• Aomdependent inquiry into 
the drought crisis, which left 
homes in Kirklees and 
Calderdale within weeks of rota 
water cuts last autumn, is ex- 
pected to be convened shortly. 


Dr Soua’d A1 Sabah 


The settlement of a libel action 
brought by Dr Soua’d M A1 
Sabah, a member of the Kuwait 
ruling family, against the Inde- 
pendent newspaper was an- 
nounced in the High Court 
yesterday. 

The action related to a report 


on 12 May that Dr AJ Sabah was 
seeking an injunction restrain- 
ing publication of a book, 
Thatcher's Cold, which con- 
tained a serious libel. 

In the High Court yesterday, 
the Independent offered “very 
sincere and unreserved apolo- 


gies to Dr A1 Sabah for having 
repeated the allegation com- 
plained of, which we acknowl- 
edge is totally without found- 
ation." 

The newspaper agreed to 
pay Dr A1 Sabah substantial 
compensation and costs. 


Farmers’ 
incomes up 
by a third 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 


Farmers’ Incomes soared by 
one-third last year. It is the 
fourth year running that agri- 
cultural incomes have grown in 
real terms - and they are ex- 
pected to rise again apprecia- 
bly this year. The farmers’ 
rapidly rising prosperity comes 
after a decade of decline. 


The Ministry of Agriculture 
yesterday said miming income, 
which covers only farmers and 


their spouses, had risen by 34 
nef • Settt'jbeTWoeif-. 195*4 Tahd 


per oer 
1995 - 


or 2 §jjer: cent in . real 
tenhs^toju^ovm£‘^iL,;' i . 

jTfiej depmnation, of ' 'the 
pouriHjigai^ 

rencies and the high world 
price of cereals have helped 
boost income. 

■ Pay rises eajoyed by chief ex- 
ecutives at Kational Health 
Service trusts are running at 
twice the rate awarded to nurs- 
es, according to the latest re- 
turns. Union leaders yesterday 
registered their anger over re- 
search which showed that while 
the total earnings of the senior 
administrators increased by 7.6 
per cent in the year to last 
March, nursing staff saw their 
average total pay rise by just 32 
per cent 


Young criminals 
reach record 

A record number of 



Lea 


delinquents have been, placed 
under criminal supervfero^hT 
deistatocal " ^ 
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TWo wom^k^ib^t 

A man, 48. was>arreste|jn 
connection withiffie deattisrof 

two women. Lyna Owoi5™j, 
and her mother, Ewehae; 
were found stabbed to 
outside- their home: hi *Bor. 
oughbridge. North Yorkshire. - 

Mother charged 

The mother of 14-mom^d 
Abigail Watts - whcHfed last 1 
Augiist while inTrospital -. 3 ' 
peared before Salfoid i 
trates charged with mur 
her baby, who had sufL,,^ 
from severe defonnify.bf 'bet- 
head -which affected- her ifeht 
and breathing. Juhe .ty«ts£&9; 
of Greater Mandiestec,wagr& 
manded on bail unto 

Twins' double save' 

Identical twins Who both un- _ 
derwent life-saving &ugeiy &r 
a rare heart defect^were disr. 
charged from Southampton 
General Hospital after making 
an “excellent recovery", ^ docuss 
sakL Rachael and Lahra Bqj 
three, are believed to bethe] 
pair of identical twins 
had the operation. , 

Murder charge 

Neil Owen, 19, appeared before 
magistrates accused of the rape 
and murder of Claire Hwi‘15, 
whose body was frRindm^C!l& 
near her home mCai dif^ m 
January 1995. Hewasrengnd- 
ed in custody until 9 Fdmiary. 

Gloomy days ; g:. 

Until some last-minute ^oa-- 
shine, England was headrojjfor 
its dullest January sbcereciocds' : 
began in 1909. FSgmesnptoves- 
terday sbowed an average cflfS 
hours - 48 minutes- ofsundnpe 
a day last month across England 
and Wales, beating the current 
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Independent body to review MPs’ pay 
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“Our pay is adequate for the job 
we are required to do. And the 
only circumstance in which I 
would support a substantial 
rise was if that was a one-off 
compensation for MPs doing 
only one job." 

Mr Ashdown, three of whose 
senior front-benchers signed 
the motion, said he was against 
the Nolan committee being 
used to review MPs' pE$y, be- 
cause its remit was to investigate 
conduct. He added that it 
should be dealt with by an in- 
dependent body. 

While senior Labour front- 
bench figures sought lo distance 
their own supporters from what 
they said bad been informal 
briefings from Tory back- 
benchers that their salaries 
should be doubled to around 
£70,000 a year. Doug Hoyle, 
chairman of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party, nevertheless 
declared that “a life of dedica- 
tion should not be one of ex- 
ploitation." 

Mr Hoyle. MP for Warring- 
ton North, said: “There will nev- 
er be a ‘good’ time, in the eyes 
of the public, to look at MPs’ 
pay. Now that the demand is 
growing for MPs to be full-time. 


they have got to be adequately 
rewarded, if we are to attract 
people of the right calibre." 

He added: “T believe that 
MPs' pay has fallen behind the 
pay of other European parlia- 
ments and other professions 
outside the House." 

The issue has come to a 
head at an especially sensitive 
time, because the Cabinet is 
widely expected to approve pay 
increases within the inflation 
rate for nurses, teachers, the 
armed forces, doctors and den- 
tists and civil servants. 

Nevertheless, there was evi- 
dent hacking for the proposals 
from some ministers yester- 
day, several of whom pointed 
that £10,000 of their MPs’ 
salaries was docked every year 
thanks to a decision by Baroness 
Thatcher leaving Ministers of 
State at a salary at around 
£57.000 a year, with no oppor- 
tunity for outside earnings. 

Lord Nolan yesterday re- 
fused to say whether he sym- 
pathised with demands by MPs 
for higher pay. “At the moment, 
as far as we are concerned, it is 
a hypothetical issue, because it 
is not one of the functions of our 
committee to express a view on 
it," be said. “It is not within our 
terms of reference." 


The 300 who want an inquiry by Nolan 


This a full list of Ihe MPs who 
have signed a Commons motion 
calling for an inquiry into their 
salaries. 

Principal sponsors: 

Alfred Morris: Sir Terence 
Higgins; Sir David Steel; Sir 
James Mofyneaux; Margaret 
Ewing; Dafydd Wigley. 


The supporters: 

Doug Hoyle; Rupert Allason; 
Diane Abbott John Hume; 
Irene Adams; Jacques Arnold; 
Nick Aingen Eifyn LJwyd; Clif- 
ford Forsythe; Robert Atkins: 
Graham Allen: Dr Joe Hen- 


dron; Ken Maginnis; Vivian 
tonald Anderson; 



? Job- 

Salary 

High' Court judge' . 

£98.000 

Brigadier • 

£50,000 

Balice Superintendent 

- £38.000 - £46,000 

Bankmana^rr 

£20,000 - £25,000 . 

Schoolteacher 

£20.000. . 

Train driver 

; T ' £18,000. . 

Firefighter 

£16300. . 

Prison Officer 

. £15,600. 

Nurse . 

£15*000, 

Soctaf worker 

£13,500. 

Hairdresser 

£7300. 

Waitress 

l - ■ 

£7^00. 


Bendall: Donal 

Seamus Malion; Sir Andrew 
Bowden; Janet Anderson; 
William Ross; Sir Rhodes 
Boyson; Joe AshLon: David 
Trimble; Michael Brown; 
Lawrence Cunliffe. 

John Austin-Walker, Eddie 
McGracfy. John Butcher; Tony 
Banlp; Stuart Bell; Matthew 
Carrington; Andrew F Ben- 
nett; Dr Michael Clark; Ger- 
ald Bermingham; Quentin 
Davies; Clive Betts; Dr Jere- 
my Bray, Den Dover, Bob 
Dunn; Richard Burden; Sir 
Anthony Durant; Stephen By- 
ers; Hugh Dvkes; Jim 
Callaghan; Michael Fabri- 
cant; Nigel Forman; Sir Mar- 
cus Fox; Ronnie Campbell; 
Dale Campbel l-Savours; 
Christopher GUI. 

Sir John Gorst; Sir Anthony 
Grant; Harry Greenway; Den- 
nis Can a van; Eric Clarke; Ann 
Clwyd; John Greenway. 

Peter Griffiths; Sir Michael 
Grylls: Ann Coffey; Sir 
Archibald Hamilton; Harry 
Cohen; Sir John Hannam; 
Michael Connarty; Andrew 
Hargreaves. 

Frank Cook; Warren Hawk- 
slcy: Robin Corbett; Jerry 


Hayes; Jim Cousins; Robert 
Hicks; Tom Cox; John Cum- 
mings; Sir Peter Hordern; Toby 
Jcssel; Jim Cunningham; Sir 
Geoffrey Johnson Smith; 
Michael Jopling; Thm Dalyell; 
Sir David Knox; Ian Davidson. 
Bryan Davies; Norman Lam- 
ent; Denzil Davies; Sir Ivan 
Lawrence; Sir Mark Lennox- 
Boyd; Terry Davis; Joan 
Lestor, Don Dixon; Sir David 
Madel; Brian H Donohoe; Sir 
Michael Marshall; Jimmy 
Dunoachie; Michael Mates; 
Gwyneth Dunwoody; lain 
Mills ; Angela Eagle; Sir David 
Mitchell; Ken Eastham; Sir 


Sir Malcolm Thornton; Cyril D 
Townsend; Thomas Graham; 
Richard Tracey; Sir Gerard 


Mudie; Paul Muroby; .Gordon 
Oakes; William O’Brit 


Vaughan; Bernie Grant; Win 
Griffiths 


Peter Viggers: 
George Walden; John 
Gunnell; Mike Hall; Bill Walk- 
en Ray Whitney; David Han- 
son; Peter Hardy; Sir Jerry 
Wtggin; Roy Hattersley, John 
Wilkinson; David HinchHffe; 
Margaret Hodge; Arm Win- 
tertan; Kate Hoey, Norman 
Hogg; Nicholas Winterton; 
John Home Robertson. 
Jimmy Hood; Dr Kim Howells; 
Kevin Hughes; Robert Hugh- 
esRoy Hughes; Adam Ingram; 


>’Brien;£d- 

ward O’Hara; Bill Ofaer; Stan- 
ley Onne; Ian Pearson; Toni 


Pendry. ... - - , 

Colin PickthaU; Pete; L 
Pike; Greg Pope; Ray Pbwelk 


Ken Purchase; Joyce < 
l; Dr John 


S£ 

v5k:. 



Stuart Randall; — 

Allan Rogers; Ernie Ross; Bri- 
an Sedgemore; Barry Sheer' 
man; Bster Snape; OB« Spley: 
Nigel Spearing; Rachel 
Gerry Steinberg; Roger SWK 
Gerty Sutcliffe; Jack Thorap" 
son; Stephen Timms; Dan 
Touhig; Keith Vaz; SirHaroM 
Whlker. _ . 

Joan Waliey, -Ga?.* 
Wardell; Robert N 
Alan W Williams; '-A® 
Wiliams; Brian Wilson; David 
Winnrdc; Audrey Wise; Jimmy 
Wray; David Youngs Matthew 
Taylor; Simon Hughes; XiZ 
Lynne; Roger Bernr, Ray 
Michie; Paul Tyler, Alan Ber- 
th; Diana Maddock; Menaes 
Campbell; Geoffrey Robin- 
son; Dr John Gilbert; Jon 
Owen Jones; Gordon Prentice. 






m: 


SIS 






Principal supporters: Margaret Ewing and Sir David Steel 


Eddie Lxryden; Alan Simp 1 
son; Geoffrey 


Roger Moaic; Bill Etherington; 
Sir Fergus Montgomery; 
Derek FatchetL 
James Pawsey; Mark Fisher 
Elizabeth Peacock; Paul Flynn; 
Sir Wyn Roberts; Marion Roe; 
George Foulkes; Andrew 
Rowe; Maria Fyfe; Sir 
Nicholas Scott; Sam Galbraith; 
Sir Giles Shaw; Roger Sims; 
George Galloway; Sir Trevor 
Skeet. 


David Jamieson; Barry Jones; 
Martyn Jones; Gerald Kauf- 
man; Alan Keen; Jane 


Kennedy; Piara S Khabra; Pe- 
ter Kilfoyle; 


Helen Liddell; 
Robert utherland; Ken Liv- 


ingstone; Denis MacShanc; 
" inn 


Mike Gapes; Sir James Spicer 
n Su 


John Garrett Dr Allan Stew- 
art; Dr Norman A Goodman; 
Roger Godsiff; Walter 
Sweeney, Patrick Thompson; 
Uin Gofdinc; Mildred Gordon: 


lonn McAltion; John McFall; 
William McKelvey; Gordon 
McMaster; Kevin McNamara; 
John McWilliam; Max Mad- 
den; Helen Jackson; Dr John 
MareJc Jim Marshall; Michael 
J Martin; Eric Mart lew. 

John Maxton; Alan Meale; 
Bill Michie; Austin Mitchell; 
Dr Lewis Moonie; Estelle 
Morris: John Morris; George 


t ey Ho 6 n;Bruce 

George; Andrew MIIler.Gre 1 
ville Janner; Nigel Griffiths: 
Cynog Dafis; Robert 
Ainsworth; Bridget Prentice; 
Joe Benton; Dr Tony Wright; 
John Heppelfc Tessa JoweU; 
Dennis Turner; Michqel 
Clap ham. V 

Pteter Hain; Keith Brae 
Keith Hill; Martin 
John Hutton; Paul Bo^. . _ 
Martin O’Neill; Malcojhl 
Chisholm; John Battle; J ® 1 
Dowd; John Evans; John Dea-j 
ham; Frank Field; Mafco& 
Wicks; Alan Milburn; Toqjjfc 
Worthington; Jean Corstorf 
Eric IUsleyTony Ucyd; 
Raynsford: Barbara* Roche» 
Alun Michael: Elliot Mori^ 


i '-lx • 



3 . 


‘t 















swuucm* , •’• ;.v» Un 
dcr CT:-L' :j i v.nT; • Pksj 
»■ u» -„-*■* Tir. TX ^h-t . J 1 


s from •> • tC^^t 

o&S! :f ^ 

ar.j.T if -. “ r 

tviour r-Ic* in^^-hc. 
T * t ^v-r,:h.: i - l n J '' J Per 

*° * 0Pnen st abb^ 

T- b : ; h ; h ^ 5 

SW ^-.t r .J V v ’ , .? ! '}. X 
ere *. - Vi. r ix : ,. r r !?, I ' 1 ‘ r ‘ c '- ( > i . 
iUvJ- ”i. u -' d --alh 

••JdjbriJ:;- N. ’!»>». 

' 11 ,, *-‘h|rt 

wotner charged 

WLi: v'” v . .;r m, ; r - ih -'ivi 

v. r 

i- ..'' 'f 

2n - ;h: ^- -•••.. v;,.^ 

Twins 1 double save 

" ’ ‘ 1 h »'.n 



% 


*r.-. / 
1 -atii.® t 


hi£:::.e..: i. 
Jt-r.tc: 1 / !:: 
j r;.. r _ 




^•-T.CT. 


'■■Jra-.tyi,, 

ijj'r 

■*' r - -TTIpl.ir 
Tuk.ni 
■"'■'J'M-T. 


■ rb'.-; 


Murder charge 




W J if. 

■ v - • • j-v x-. --.o:. 

in 


• • .... r.r’.jfi.j. 

Gloomy days 


7, • .. ; . ;• •> r JiftM? 



t* - 




■ v ■ ■»• 
V 


the independent • Thursday i February 


19S»3 


THE UNIVERSITY OF JOR' ^ 
LIBRARY 


S CR 1 ALG No . 


CLASS 




PATE -U Hap. 





ecstasy death ‘like horror film : 


vs 


LOUSE JURY 


The parents of ecstasy victim 
]Leah Bens yesterday told a 
.packed coroner’s court of the 
.tefiible moments when their 
.daughter clawed at them iu 
..agony before collapsing into 
.unconsciousness. 

. , V1 ? evidence to Chelms- 
tE! i corone r s court, in Bsscx. 
.ftul and Janet Betts relived 
. f e m ght of Leah's 18th binh- 
day last November when she 
.took the ecstasy tablet that was 
. tp kill her. 

.After hearing that “ecstasy 
poisoning” caused Leah to 
collapse and die, the coroner 
recorded a verdict of acciden- 
tal death. 

■ : Their heads bowed, Mr 
, Betts .s aim protectively around 
his wife’s shoulder, the couple 
* quietly as Sarah CargilL a 


long time friend of Leah’s, de- 
scribed how the two girls had 
gven up dubbing at Raqud’s in 
Basildon, after an argument 
with a member of staff there.- 
She said the two then pre- 
ferred to stay in and though they 
had experimented with cannabis 
and amphetamines before, nei- 
ther were regular drug users. 

Miss Cargill explained that 
the girls had arranged to buy 
four tablets from a friend's new 
boyfriend. They were warned 
the pills were stronger than 
those they had tried before 


? nd °J? that Saturday night they 
ither to take 


had discussed whe 

a whole or just half a tablet. 
They both swallowed a whole 
tablet at 7.45pm and waited for 
guests to arrive. 

“1 felt different from how I 
had on previous occasions but 
I still felt fine,” Miss Cargill said. 


Leah had drunk only mod- 
erately during the evening and 
had spent most of the time chat- 
ting with friends. She only be- 
came ill towards the end of the 
night when she began drinking 
“glass after glass” of water. 

Taking up the story. Mr and 
. Mrs Betts came close to tears 
as they described how their 
daughter stopped breathing 
within minutes of being taken 
01 in the family bathroom where 
she had gone ro drink water. 

Mrs Betts said: “I went up- 
stairs and found her leaning 
over the washbasin. I said. 
‘What's up Leah?'. She turned 
round and when I saw her eyes 
I knew there was something 
wrong. They were so big, they 
were enormous. It was like 
something out of a horror film.” 

As the couple carried Leah 
to her bedroom, she revealed ro 


them how she had taken the 
drug as she had done twice 
before. She then became in- 
creasingly ill, complaining of 
numbness in the face and legs, 
and of a headache and feeling 
sick, “She was clawing and 
screaming at me to help her.” 
Mrs Betts said. 

The teenager slumped into a 
deeper state of collapse just as 
her mother was put through to 
ambulance control. The couple 
began artificial resuscitation 
after Leah stopped breathing. 
She was pronounced dead after 
showing no sign of recovery dur- 
ing five days of intensive care 
in Broomfield Hospital. 
Chelmsford. 

Dr Alasdair Short, the con- 
sultant who treated her, said 
tests showed she had a much 
higher water level In her body 
than might have been expected 


and was effectively suffering 
from “water intoxication". The 
resulting pressure on the brain 
stopped the part which controls 
normal functions, such as brea- 
thing. from working properly. 

One of Britain’s leading ec- 
stasy experts. Dr John Henry of 
the National Poisons Unit at 
Guy’s Hospital, London, said 
several cases in recent years had 
showed that the impaci of 
drinking too much water to 
counteract ecstasy's effects 
could be just as damaging as the 
dehydration often associated 
with the drug. He said in some 
people ecstasy reduced the kid- 
ney's ability' to cope with water. 
Dr Paula Lannas. the Home Of- 
fice pathologist, said that there 
were no safe levels of the drug. 

Noting Leah's rapid deteri- 
oration took only a quarter of 
an hour. Coroner Dr Malcolm 


Weir concluded: “If she hadn't 
token the ecstasy, she wouldn't 
have had the problem.” 

Recording a verdict of acci- 
dental death caused by non- 
dependant abuse of drugs. Dr 
Weir paid tribute to the “stoic- 
ism and strength of character” 
of Mr and Mrs Berts who have 
campaigned ceaselessly against 
the use of ecstasy since Leah's 
death. “1 can only hope that all 
these efforts in bringing to a 
public forum all the dangers of 
ecstasy will be listened to by 
those people who expose them- 
selves to this drug.” he said. 

"If it prevents one more fa- 
tality, Leah Betts's death will not 
have been in vain.” 

After the hearing, Mr Betts, 
a retired policeman" said the in- 
quest was “the end of a chap- 
ter". But he and his wife, Leah's 
step-mother, would continue 



Leah Betts: Poisoned by drug 


Alliance 
* flotation 


their campaign. “It's so point- 
less [young people] throwing 
their lives away for a couple of 
hours of fun.” he said. “This ver- 
dict is a clear cut message... 
Nobody knows how this drug is 
going to affect you.” 


means 

£2.5bn 

windfall 


Niccicurn 


More than three million mem- 
; .bers of Alliance & Leicester, 
Britain's fourth largest building 
society, will receive a shares 
'.windfall worth at least £23bn, 
following the society’s an- 
nouncement yesterday tha t it is 
to become a b ank. 

. Both the society’s 520,000 
borrowers and its 2_5 milli on 
share account members will 
receive shares worth about 
£800, in return for backing the 
flotation. 

Alliance & Leicester's deci- 
sion brings to an end a two-year 
de-mutualisation frenzy which 
has seen millions of savers, and 
■tens of thousands of speculators, 
gain from a shares and cash bo- 
nanza worth up to £17bn. 

Any investor who placed 
JflOO in each of the Halifax. 

^Cheltenham & Gloucester, Na- 
tional & Provincial. Woolwich 
mid Alliance & Leicester before 
they raised minimum limi ts on 
new accounts last summer will 
have received at least £3,000 in 


' cash and shares. Leeds Perma- 
nent members gain by their 
merger with the Halifax. 

In the case of Alliance & 
Leicester, reports of its de- 
mutualisation, which first ap- 
peared in the Independent in 
September, eventually led it to 
raise its minim um limi t to 
£5.000 and then to dose its 
doors to all new accounts ear- 
lier this month. 

The society claimed yesterday 
that the number of “carpet- 
baggers”, those who opened ac- 
counts solely in order to benefit 
from the shares windfall, was 
likely to be minimal. 

Peter White, the society’s 
group chief executive, said: 
“We will allow all our members 
jfcshare in the society.” He de- 
fcShed to give any details of how 
■She shares distribution will take 
'Place, arguing that a number of 
.legal and regulatory hurdles 
bad to be overcome before a de- 
cision could be made. 

7 "3b freeze out speculators. 
Alliance & Leicester has also 
retrospectively set 31 Deoem- 
'jber, 1995 as the cut-off date, 
jagter which new investors will 
. . be able to benefit from its 
’decision to float. 

.^ Affiance & Leicester said it 
.ytoiild ballot its members before 
end of the year. If the flota- 
tion is agreed, it would take 
jp&ce in March or April 1997, 
.ahead of the Woolwich and 
' : JHaiifax building societies. 

The decision to seek a listing 
jop the Stock Exchange will cat- 
lt it into the FT-SE 100 list 
flop companies, with assets of 
ijatoie than £22bn. 

7 Among its assets are 
Cfrobank, bought in 1990, 

^ yducih operates through almost 
Post Office outlets and 
;pajs Giro cheques to millions 
' .dfkodal security daimants. Al- 
Tjjjnqe &Lekester plans to sig- 
' id Girobank’s 

jdmg a range of 



, odka 
advert 
sealed 
with a 
gay kiss 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


Festival of Are: A Viking longship being set alight by 900 torch carriers at Lerwick, Shetland, as the climax of the midwinter pageant, Up-Helly-Aa Photograph: Graeme Storey 


Virgin has teamed up with a 
London bar to creaie an ad- 
vertisement that will show a ho- 
mosexual couple kiss for the first 
lime on British television. 

The advertisement for Virgin 
Vodka will feature on the satel- 
lite music channel MTV for 
three months beginning in 
March. Later Virgin hopes it 
will get shown during a late- 
night slot on Channel 4. possi- 
bly after The Girlie Show . 

The advertisement jointly 
promotes The Edge, a busy 
gay and straight bar in Soho, 
and Virgin Vodka, which was 
launched in the London area in 
November 1994. 

It shows 30 seconds of doc- 
umentary clips from three 
hours' filming of a busy Friday 
night at the bar. One shot 
shows a heterosexual couple 
kissing and another two-second 
clip features two men kissing. 

Other shots promote the 
vodka by showing the bar staff 
pouring from Virgin Vodka 
bottles and drinkers holding Vir- 
gin Vodka glasses. 

The advertisement is likely to 
lead a trend towards overtly gay 
advertising, following a warm- 
up of the television viewing 
market by Bmokside and East- 
Enders, both of which have fea- 
tured young women having 
lesbian affairs. 

Jackie McQuillan. PR man- 
ager for Virgin, said the adver- 
tisement had received clearance 
from the Broadcast Advertising 
Clearance Centre for screening 
on MTV from next month. 

“It is targeted at the lSko-35- 
year-old market where the pink 
pound is very strong. We’d be 
mad to ignore it” she said. “This 
is a way of opening up more re- 
alistic advertising. If that means 
showing gay couples than I 
hope that's die case.” 

Virgin has a 1.1 per cent 
share of the national vodka 
market according to recent 
figures. By far the highest share 
is taken by the cheaper own- 
label supermarket brands, 
which together have about 40 
per cent 


Killer tells of yacht 
robbery ‘executions’ 


BOB GRAHAM 

Antigua 


The final moments in the lives 
of four people who were sadis- 
tically executed aboard a British 
racing yacht in the Caribbean 
were revealed yesterday for the 
first time - by one of the killers. 

Donaldson Samuel was one 
of the three men who furtively 
slipped aboard the 65ft ketch as 
it was moored overnight off the 
paradise island of Barbuda. 

Yesterday he daimed in court 
that the intention of the three 
was robbery. 

But in less than 15 minutes, 
the two British crew of the 
Computa Cenler Challenger and 
its two middle-aged American 
guests, were dead. 

They had been trussed up, 
tortured and finally shot in 
cold blood after the killers 
faded to find a substantia] 



Gunned down: Kathy and WlMam Cleaver aboard the 
Challenger, whose voyage ended in ‘senseless savagery' 


amount of cash they believed 
board I 


was bidden on board the boat. 

Rex Mackay QCprosecntmg 
in the case at Antigua’s High 
Court, described the killings of 
ship's captain Ian CridJand, 
deck hand Thomas Williams 
and the guests, Kathy and Bill 
Cleaver, as a senseless, savage 
and sadistic execution”- 
Unemployed Samuel, 23, yes- 
terday change d his original plea 
of not guilty to an admission of 
guDt to m anslaugh ter. It was ac- 
cepted by the prosepition, who 
immediately put him into the 
witness box. 

In an outline of his evidence 
last nigh t; Samuel daimed he 
and the two other accused, 23- 
year-old MeHanson Harris and 


22-year-old Marvin Joseph, 
planned “ to get some money at 
gunpoint”. 

He told the court: “It was all 
Marvin Joseph’s idea.” 

The three young men stole a 
small rowing boat and paddled 
out to where the luxury ketch 
was moored, in Low Bay, Bar- 
buda - where the Princess of 
Wfcles took a holiday last month. 

Samuel told the court “We 
crept on board the bigger boat 
and Marvin had the shotgun. He 
said he’d stick up the captain.” 

Over the next 15 minutes the 
three men tied up the four 
sailors, hands behind their 
backs, with their mouths taped. 
Samuel told the court how he 
searched the Challenger's cab- 
ins and found a video camera 
and a small amount of cash. 

He added: “At that time I was 
on my own and that’s when 
everything bad happened. The 


crew were sitting around the 
table when I last saw them, they 
were healthy, still alive. I was 
ready to go tack because we had 
finis hed what we’d come for, we 
just wanted money and I want- 
ed to go. 

’Then when I went back in 
they were all dead. They were 
shoL Shot by Mel and Marvin.” 

In a heated exchange with de- 
fence counsel. Cement Bird, 
Samuel denied he had changed 
his plea because he was afraid 
to the and wanted to escape the 
death sentence. “Everybody 
has to die someday and Fm not 
afraid,” Samuel told the court 

Samuel claimed he changed 
his plea because he never had 
any part to play in the actual 
killings. He said he never rc- 
alised the planned robbery of 
tbs Challenger and its occupants 
was to be “with violence. 

The trial continues. 


Toads spring right-handed surprise 
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likely to use their right paw than 
their left. 

Apart from a very few natu- 
rally ambidextrous people, hu- 
man beings show a distinct 
“handedness”. Most prefer to 
use their right hands for tads 
involving delicate manipula- 
tion. Left-banders are less 


common. 

Biologists have observed sim- 
ilar handedness in many other 
pnimak and “footedness” has 
even been observed in some 


birds that use their daws to bold 
and manip ulate objects. But 
“right-pawedness” among toads 
has come as a surprise. Biolo- 
gists had assumed that the 
preference for one side or the 
other developed only in these 
animals that use hands, feet, 
daws or paws to pick up or hold 
food . 

Although the human prefer- 
ence for one hand or the other 
dearly has an inborn compo- 
nent, the tendency to favour one 


band is then reinforced by 
continual use of the hands 
during infancy and childhood, 
so that one side of the brain 
comes to dominate in directing 
movement. 

Toads use their paws in only 
limited ways, so me fact that 
they have a significant prefer- 
ence suggests that handedness 
and the chang es in the brain that 
accompany it could have 
evolved very early in evolu- 
tionary history. 



When you took out your mortgage, did you buy 
home insurance at the same time? If so, you could 


By buying insurance direct from us you can make 
significant savings and maintain similar high levels 


be paying as much as 30% commission to the people 
who recommended it - your building society. Yet you 
don’t necessarily have to buy buildings or contents 
insurance from your mortgage lender. 


of cover. 

Call now for more details. You can switch over the 
phone and join the 750, 000 householders who have 
saved money with Direct Line Insurance. 
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0181 686 8877 

LONCX3N 


0113 246 8877 

LEEDS 


0121 236 8877 

BIRMINGHAM 


0161 839 8877 

MANCHESTER 


0141 226 8877 

GLASGOW 


0117 945 8877 

BRISTOL 
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Traffic statistics: Accident rates in one part of west London have begun rising as 


motorists become blas6 about safety measure! 


Speed cameras 


starting to lose 
deterrent effect 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 


Motorists are increasingly ig- 
noring automatic cameras, used 
to prosecute drivers for speed- 
ing or going through red lights, 
because they are becoming too 
familiar. 

While there has been a re- 
duction in accidents in west 
London, when: a demonstration 
project was introduced two 
years ago, the rate has begun ris- 


ing again as driven become 
blase about the cameras. 

Yesterday, while unveiling 
the 300th camera site in Lon- 
don, Steven Norris, the road 
safety minister, said cameras 
had proved effective “in deter- 
ring speed in areas that in the 
past have suffered too many un- 
necessary accidents". 

Figures from the west Lon- 
don project show that fatal ac- 
cidents have reduced from 23 
per year before the installation 


of cameras to 7 per year after- 


wards. Similarly, serious casu- 
alties are down from 271 to 233. 

However, when the statistics 
are examined on an annual ba- 
sis, they show that the year 
before the cameras were intro- 
duced, there were 1,267 acci- 
dents. This went down to 1,015 
the following year, but rose 
again to 1,161 last year. 

In terras of the number of 
casualties, the figures for the 
three years are 1,661, 1,324 
and 1544; showing that the rate 
is nearly back up to the level it 
was before the cameras were in- 
stalled. 

77ie police admitted, too, 
that there had been a 43 per 
cent increase in accidents 
caused by cars being driven 
too dose to the vehide in front, 
as a result of all traffic slowing 
down for the cameras, which are 
all clearly signposted. 

Mr Norris rejected sugges- 
tions that the deterrent effect 
on motorists reduced as they be- 
came familiar with the location 
of sites; but admitted: “The re- 
sults won't go on plunging as 
they first did.” 

“familiarity breeds a certain 


Death on the roads 


Total Kited in road 
accidents — — 
9000 7 rT T " ~ 


/ ^Curimtcsnsmrem motor 
- c==>/ vehteteslnfflcms) . 




■ - f : _ . -rjfytfp?- A - /• r- 

1 



cameras site! around Uradon 


Photogr^tfi: Edward 


contempt in all these things and 
the idea that road safety mea- 
sures decrease in their success 
over time is one we are all aware 
of,” the minister said. 

• Although there are 300 sites 
around London, many have 
only dummy equipment since 


the actual cameras costs £27,000 
each and the Metropolitan Po- 
lice says it cannot afford to have 
a camera permanently in every 
box. 

The dummy cameras still 
flash as if they were fully func- 
tioning and therefore still act as 


a deterrent. Almost 15,000 
people were prosecuted last 
year for speeding offences 
after they were caught by the 
cam eras. Each received a £40 
fine and three points on their 
licence. 

Edmund King, campaigns 


manager for the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club, welcomed the re- 
duction in accidents but warned 
that too many prosecutions 
might result in people not tak- 
ing speeding seriously. 

“With so many speeding fines 
being issued automatically, peo- 


Channel’s missing 


WANT A CHAN GE 


link settled at last 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 


OF SCENERY? 


TAKE A LOOK AT 


OUR RANGE 


After nearly a year’s delibera- 
tions consisting of 320 hours of 
public sessions, the Commons 
committee examining the Chan- 
nel Tunnel Rail Link Bill has de- 
cided on a final route for the 
new 68-mile high-speed railway 
- but has ducked the' thorny 
issue of compensation. 

In outlining its final decisions 
yesterday, the chairman of the 
committee. Sir Antony Durant 
MP announced that the com- 
mittee bad resolved the final 
sticking points, notably the 
approach into St Pancras station 
in north London. 

The link between St Pancras 
and the mouth of the Channel 
Tunnel near Folkestone is now 
not expected to be completed 
until 2003 because of delays to 
Parliamentary procedure caus- 
ed by the high number of 
objectors to the project 

Moreover, the committee 
has passed over the issue of 
compensation which threatens 
the project whose estimated 
cost has already overtaken the 
£3bn mark; in a letter leaked last 
summer. Sir George Young, 
the Secretary of State for Trans- 
port, warned that excessively 
generous compensation would 
jeopardise the viability of the rail 
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link. Instead of deciding on 
how much those affected - 
mainly owners of property 
which has lost value because of 
the line - should be paid, the 
committee has recommended 
that the Government create a 
working committee to recon- 
sider the issue. The current 
state of the law, said the com- 
mittee, “appears totally inade- 
quate in situations in which a 
reduction in the price of a 
property is attributable to a pro- 
ject such as the link even though 
the property will not actually be 
physically affected.” 

This will be deeply unwel- 
come to transport ministers 
who have already faced a suc- 
cessful complaint to the Par- 
liamentary Ombudsman by a 


group of Kent residents affected 
by an earlier version of the rail 
link route. 

The alignment of the route 
can now be moved only slight- 
ly -within about 80 metres -by 
the consortium appointed to 
build it. An announcement on 
whether London & Continen- 
tal, which includes Richard; 
Branson's Virgin group, or 
Euro rail, which includes the 
troubled Trafalgar House con- 
glomerate, has won the right to 
build the link is expected within 
the next two weeks. 

The successful promoter will 
be expected to complete 
the project which wfflbe nec- 
essary to meet anticipated . 
demand from raff traffic using 
the Channel Tunnel. 


At Abbey National we've extended our range of mortgages even further so y ou can find die ideal 
one for vou. 

The choice for Home Movers includes: 

A Fixed Rate of 5.29°/o 5.5% APB until 31st Mav 1998 combined with a 2% 

Cashback of up to £4,000. 

A Variable Rate mortgage with a discount of 2° a until 31st May 1998 combined 
with a 2% Cashback of up to £4,000. 

Or a 5°-o Cashback of up to £6,000 with our Standard Variable Rate mortgage 

Wc also offer a range of other Fixed and Discounted Variable Rate packages including special 
offers for our existing mortgage customers to provide even more help with moving home. 

It’s easy to find out which of our mortgage offers suits you best by talking to one of our 
xpcrienccd mortgage advisors. Just contact your local branch or call us free on 0800 100 
Monday to Friday 8. 00am to 9.00pm or Saturday 8.00am to 4.00pm, quoting reference A 38 3 A 
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pie are treating them a bit 
parking tickets," Mr King f 
“The cameras should be cap?; 
rentrated at junctions andjg 
accident blackspots, but sot(£ 
of them are on straight s 
es of dual carriageway, w 
ridiculous ” 
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Drug war 
fear over 
St Paul’s I 
killing 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


MORTGAGES 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Some parents of babies who 
died after heart surgery are to 
sue the hospital, it emerged last 
night, following a report that 
blames senior doctors and man- 
agers for ignoring concerns 
raised over several years by 
other staff. 

No individual has been dis- 
ciplined, despite failures high- 
lighted by an internal 
investigation and an indepen- 
dent inquiry at Bristol Royal In- 
firmary (BR1), both published 
yesterday. iWo surgeons in- 
volved in some of the deaths 
have given up operating on 
children. 

Overall, the reports found the 
hospital s death rate for children 
under one year old for the five 
most common open-heart 
surgery procedures was 18 per 
cent; the national figure is less 
than 10 per cent. When this was 
extended to include less com- 
mon surgical procedures, the 
death rate rose to almost 23 per 
cent, twice the national average. 

Nine babies died out of 13 
who had an arterial ^ switch" 
done by one of the surgeons in 
an 18-raonth period to October 
1993. It was stopped because of 
a poor success rale but was done 
again in January 1994. After the 
death of that child the Depart- 
ment of Healih banned the op- 


eration at the hospital. There 
were six deaths among seven pa- 
tients undergoing atrioventric- 
ular septal defect repairs carried 
out by the other surgeon. 

The internal inquiry con- 
cluded it was a “matter of re- 
gret that there was not an 
earlier in-depth and objective 
investigation ... to resolve con- 
cerns expressed by senior per- 
sonnel" about these procedures, 

Marc de Leva), a paediatric 
consultant at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital for Sick Chil- 
dren in London, who conduct- 
ed the independent inquiry, 
said it was the first time such a 
detailed report had been pub- 
lished in the Britain. He con- 
cluded there was an urgent 
need for audit in the NHS and 
some mechanism to allow sur- 
geons or institutions to assess 
their own performance, •'ll is 
quite possible that a number of 
institutions and/or surgeons 
have the same results [as Bris- 
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Police were las might seardifflg 
St Paul’s in Bristol for guranqn.; 

who shot and KDed a man «n 

early hours of yesterday tMtn-.' 
ing outside a notorious diug- 

de 7h?^^assbol m tfaech^jr 
at point-blank range as he 
in his GoifGTn cahffc 4ed , 

hours later in Bristol Royal w- ; 
firmary. It was the fourth shoot - ; 
ing in St Paul's in just over? ; 
month and reinforces fear? , 
among Avon and Somerset <»■ . 
tectives that the district is the , 
setting for a “turf war”- ; 

The victim's 22 -year-old | 
brother was shot in iheteE ; 
he stood inside the Black aqd ; 

White cate. . . G, , 

Two men were seen dnvrng ; 
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tol] for some conditions 
Robert McKinlav. chairma 


Two men were seen , 

away after the shooting. Pojg . 
last night confirmed the mcktep* , 
was believed to be drug-relatr , 
ed and were hoping to speak tg . 
virthn’s brother, i 


Robert McKinlay, chairman 
of the United Bristol Health 


Care Trust, now incorporating 
the BRJ, confirmed that a 
“small number” of parents were 
involved in legal action against 
the Trust. He would not say if 
(he hospital would contest the 
action. A new surgical team is 
in place at Bristol Children's 
Hospital and more than 100 op- 
erations have been done. 
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the victim’s brother, * 

While the men responwF « . 
for the shooting were though* j. 

to belocai, the area has abo^ - r 

tracted gunmen from Manr j 
Chester and the Wsst Midland?*- ; ] k , 
police investigating the mu£ ’ T 
der of Evon Berry, a caretaktf £ 
at a St Paul’s community cep - r 
t re shot dead on New YeiuJ , 

Day, were last night stm qu®" j 

tioning a man arrestedm Glas- 
gow. 
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PC convicted of gold smuggling 



JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 


Lucie Gilmore: Arrogance 
may have sealed her fate 


A police officer was yesterday 
found guilty of assisting her fa- 
ther, a former constable, in a 
multi-million pound gold smug- 
gling operation. 

Lurie Gilmore, 25, who act- 
ed as a courier in a scam that 
netted more than £3m, buret 
into tears as she was convicted. 

Gilmore and her father, 
Michael Gilmore, 53, were 
among a string of smugglers 
used by an Asian gang to col- 
lect three tons of high purity 
gold bars - worth about £20m 
-from Belgium, Knightsbridge 
Crown Court was told. 


The bullion, in bare worth 
£8,000 each, was brought into 
Britain in cars at various chan- 
nel ports. The VAT-free gold 
was then sold to an unsuspect- 
ing Asian community. A jew- 
eller's shop in Haiidswonh, 
Birmingham, is thought to have 
been used as a front for the 18- 
month conspiracy, in which the 
smugglers made £3.4m by 
charging customers Britain's 
full 17.5 per cent tax. 

Lurie Gilmore, a probation- 
ary police constable, of Bridg- 
north, Shropshire, and her 
father now face up to seven 
years in prison for conspiracy to 
evade VAX She wflJ be sen- 
tenced in four weeks, along with 


her fellow conspirator Surinder 
Kumar, 32, a Birmingham jew- 
eller, who was found guilty on 
Tuesday. 

The young officer's father, 
who admitted his pan in smug- 
gling bullion, is due to be sen- 
tenced tomorrow. Gilmore said 
she intended to appeal. 

During her trial, the jury 
was told that she had always 
looked up to her father and in 
1 992 she was accepted as a pro- 
bationary constable in the West 
Mercia force. However, she 
was hiding a criminal past. 

In 1991 she decided to help 
her father, who turned to gold 
smuggling after his firm of in- 
surance brokers became heav- 


ily in debt. She acted as a couri- 
er during at least four trips. Bv 
this time her father had already 
made 24 trips. 

After buying the precious 
metal in Belgium, the conspir- 
ators collected it in Luxem- 
bourg. where no value-added 
tax applies. A jeweller's shop in 
Birmingham, owned by broth- 
ers Surinder Kumar and Jeevan 
Kan da, is thought to have been 
used as a front for the gold. 

Kumar, 32, described as a 
“prolific courier" and a u l rust- 
ed lieutenant” to his older 
brother, was arrested. Kanda. 
the “moving spirit" behind the 
operation, is still wanted after 
apparently fleeing to Dubai. 


Customs investigators be- 
lieved arrogance was the down- 
fall of the pair. Gilmore had told 
her former boyfriend about her 
gold smuggling, but after he left 
her he threatened to expose her 
activities unless she repaid a 
£3,000 loan. Confident he 
would not be believed, the pair 
decided to called his bluff- and 
reported the threat to police. 

Unfortunately for them, Cus- 
toms officers had already spent 

months investigating the activ- 
ities of other couriers. But un- 
til the pair walked into their 
police station in August 1994, 
no one had suspected their in- 
volvement. Days later the two 
were arrested. 


Murder in Thailand: Funeral of backpacker comes on day her killer is sentenced to execution 
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Laid to rest The coffin of Johaitne Masheder being carried into St Michael’s Church in her home village of Wincle, Cheshire, yesterday 


Photograph: Craig Easton 
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Victim buried as Thai monk pleads to die 




STEPHEN VINES 
Hong Kong 


The Thai monk who murdered 
Johanne Masheder, a 23-year- 
old British tourist, was sen- 
tenced to death yesterday as his 
victim was buried at her home 
village in Cheshire. 

Three weeks after his arrest 
the Buddhist monk, Yodchat 
Snaphu, 21, yesterday asked 
the court to execute him at the 
site of the murder, near some 
caves at the tourist attraction of 
Kauchanaburi. close to the no- 
torious bridge over the river 
Kwai where thousands of allied 
prisoners of war perished. 

: He said he wanted to die 


within 24 hours, a request un- 
likely to be granted as all death 
sentences in Thailand are re- 
viewed by the King, who does 
not respond within such a short 
space of time. 

The trial arid sentencing was 
brisk as Yodchat had pleaded 
guilty* Such pleas usually pro- 
duce a reduced sentence but 
Judge Somchat Tbanyavi 
Nichkul said that the death 
penalty was unavoidable be- 
cause the defrocked monk bad 
failed to reform his ways despite 
serving a two-and- a- half-year 
sentence for rape. He said the 
murder had damaged the rep- 
utation of both Thailan d and the 
nation’s religion. Buddhism. 


A remorseful Yodchat spoke 
to reporters after the trial, apol- 
ogising to Miss Masheder’s par- 
ents who went to Thailand to 
search for her body. He said that 
he had not meant to commit 
murder but was out of control 
because of his drug addiction. 

During the trial he admitted 
killing Miss Masheder - a new- 
ly qualified solicitor - and 
dumpling her body in a cave. He 
also stole her camera and mon- 
ey totalling less than £10, which 
be said he needed to buy drugs. 

Although be was nonried for 
the offence, Yodchat had also 
told the police that he was re- 
sponsible for the rape of an Aus- 
trian woman who wrote both to 


the authorities and a Bangkok- 
based English language news- 
papers to warn other visitors of 
the dangers posed by a monk in 
KanrihanaburL Her warnings 
led the police to Yodchat with- 
in a day of discovering Miss 
Masheder's body on 14 January. 

The murder followed a num- 
ber of sex, corruption and crim- 
inal scandals involving Thai 
monks which have caused an 
uproar in this devoutly Buddhist 
country. Criminals have been 
known to enter the priesthood 
as a way of both shielding their 
identity. 

The priesthood in Thailand 
is more fluid that in other coun- 
tries, many young men serve 


some time as monks and it is 
common for Thais to eater and 
leave monasteries. There are 
now calls for tighter supervision 
of temples and monks and the 
government is being urged to es- 
tablish a national identifica- 
tion system for monks. 

At the funeral in Winde, 
Cheshire, the Rev David Mon- 
told mourners packed into the 
village church that Miss 
Masheder had been a “univer- 
sally loved" young woman “of 
whom everyone was justly 
proud [and] about to set out ou 
a well-deserved career in her 
chosen field”. 

However he said that her 
death on the last leg of a round- 


the-world trip should not trig- 
ger a life of resentment and bit- 
terness among her family. 

“Grief is a debilitating thing 
and I am sure from what I know 
of Johanne that she wouldn't 
want us to hold on loo much to 
this feeling which is anyway so 
enslaving," said Mr Moir. 

After the service Mr Moir 
said that the death sentence 
would be satisfactory news to 
those who thought of God as a 
god of retribution. 

“Retribution is the normal 
human, knee-jerk reaction. 
Hopefully you will be able to 
have a more mature reaction 
later. It is all toefo with bowyou 
think of God," said Mr Moir. 
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Police to exhume body 
in serial killer inquiry 
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Police will today exhume the 
r of a man suspected to be 
^jle John, Scotland’s most 
-irtorious killer of recent times. 

The early morning operation 
will be carried out at Stone- 

- house cemetery in Lanarkshire, 
where John Irvine Mclnnes- 
was buried in a family grave in 
1980. Genetic fingerprinting, 
tarried out on a member of his 
family, 'has reportedly estab- 
lished a possible link between 
ban ana a woman who was 
killed in 1969. 

- ; Aden Puttock was one of 
three women murdered after 
being picked up at Glasgow's 


Barr owl and ballroom in the 
late 1960s. The murders have 
long been popularly attributed 
to a killer, nicknamed “Bible 
John", because of his reputed 
habit of quoting heavily from 
the Bible in conversation. 

But some detectives at the 
time thought more than one 
man was responsible for the 
deaths. 

A possible DNA link be- 
tween the dead man and Ms 
Puttock emerged when foren- 
sic scientists checked unsolved 
murders in Glasgow to see if any 
evidence could be tested by 
modern techniques. 


They are believed to have 
tested a semen stain on the 
clothing of Ms Puttock. 

But no such possible evi- 
dence is thought to still be in 
existence in the case of the two 
other murders, and police have 
only said they are following 
"a definite line of inquiry" in 
the case of Ms Puttock’s 
murder. 

Mr Mclxmes, who is believed 
to have committed suicide at the 
age of 4L, was buried in 1980 
alongside his father. 

His mother, who died in 
1987 at the age of 91, was 
buried in the same family grave. 



‘Bible John’: A photoftt 


A brother and sister still live 
in Stonehouse, and his wife at 
me time was reported yesterday 
to be now married to a Swedish 
businessman and living in Sau- 
di Arabia. 

Mr Mclnnes' 3 1-year-old son 
lives in Berkshire. 
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r DAILY POEM 

Time topples Statyllios like 
i doddery oak 

^f^tyrinos 

Jtytipples Statyltias Bke a doddery oak. 


BettthJiauls die old queen off, but before he goes, 
yf solemnly dedicates to the God of Cock ” 



“5 in verse to a god bearing a hst of things 

intended to provide, were common in an- 
2®? Gr ^e-T&tia IO dv of the form was written by an un- 
Century) for his friend and Mow 
Jr one of the poems that appears, frans- 

A by^JHarrisotLin an anthology of 99 Poems m Trac- 

er, Anthony Asfbury and Geoffrey 
Faber at £7.99, 
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Jails called to account 
for £L6m overspend 


The Prison Sendee faced fresh 
embarrassment yesterday when 
independent auditors found it 
could not balance its books -al- 
lowing governors to overspend 
their budgets by more than 
£1.6m, writes Heather Mills. 

Richard Wilson, the perma- 
nent secretary at the Home 
Office, Richard Tilt, the acting 
director-general of the Prison 
Service, and Brian Landers, 
the director of finance, will be 
called on to ejqjlain the over- 
spend to the Public Accounts 
Committee in two weeks time. 

T ails will now have to make 
up for the overspend out of bud- 
gets already being reduced by 
5 per cent in the coming year. 


Yesterday Sir John Bourn, 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, said there had been “a 
breakdown in the monitoring 
and control of expenditure by 
the Prison Service". 

It appears that prison gover- 
nors, anxious to spend up to the 
limit of last year’s budget, went 
on a last-minute spending 
spree. Some paid for goods 
and services m advance in con- 
travention of government rules. 

They turned a projected 
£20m underspend into the 
£1.6m overspend in just one 
month. Jails paid out £254m - 
over a tenth of their entire 
budgets - in March in order to 
beat the 1 April deadline. 


Electric eels 
spark hope on 
kidney stones 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 


British scientists have discov- 
ered why electric eels do not get 
kidney stones but humans - and 
especially men - do. 

After six years’ work, a team 
af the Royal Postgraduate Med- 
ical School in London has dis- 
covered that a flaw in a gene on 
the female X chromosome 
leads to kidney stones - pre- 
cipitates of calcium m the kid- 
neys which harden into lumps 
and can cause excruciating pain 
while urinating. 

Up to 1.5 million people in 
the UK aged over 25 are 
thought to suffer from the dis- 
order, which can lead to com- 
plete kidney failure and costs 
millions of pounds every year in 
operations and treatments. 

The researchers found that 
the genetic flaw causes the fail- 
ure of a biochemical system 
which controls the movement of 


negatively-charged ions inside 
the kidneys. This r 


kidneys. This means that 
positively-charged calcium ions 
are not dissolved into the urine. 

A simflar biochemical mech- 
anism is used by electric eels to 
generate shocks: they shift neg- 
atively-charged ions rapidly 
around inside their cells to ere-, 
ate a voltage, which is then used 
to ward off predators and stun 
prey. If an eel had the same 
genetic flaw as humans, it would 
ose its ability to give shocks. 

Professor Rajesh Thakker, 


wbo led the team of scientists, 
said: “We started out by as- 
suming there was a genetic 
basis, and looked for evidence." 
After interviewing 64 patients 
and 118 relatives from 11 fam- 
ilies, the team determined that 
the cause was sex-linked: it is 
three times more common in 
men than in women. Also, if a 
man has kidney stones, his sons 
have a 45 per cent chance of 
developing them too. 

Because the flaw is oh a 
gene on the X chromosome, it 
is more likely to show up in men, 
who only have one- such chro- 
mosome. Women have two, 
and so would need two faulty 
versions of the gene to develop 
the disorder. 

The scientists* conclusion 
could lead to the development 
of drugs Xo treat the disorder, 
and should help doctors to-pre- 
dict the likelihood of patients’ 
relatives developing the stones. 

“What we really need now is 
to talk to more people ...” said 
Professor Thakker. “We think 
there may be up to ten [genes] 
involved, and we want to know 
just what part they all play." He 
added that the chances of 
stones recurring are between 70 
and 80 per cent. “Thaf s what 
makes it so important to really 
pin the causes down," he said. 

In the meantime, the best way 
to prevent the disorder is to 
avoid hard water - which 
contains high levels of calcium 
- and dairy products. 
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“I am rich. 
There’s no point 
denying it” 



This month in Q, Damon Albarn 
comes clean about life in Blur: 
the fraught relationships, the 
financial rewards and his plans 
for a Great Escape from the 
Beatles of Britpop. 


nt|SI Crack, kids and 
UW*® firefighting with 
Coolio;The showbiz childhood 
and all-Canadian angst of Alanis 
Morissette;Neil Diamond on 
marriage, moolah and misery, 
and - cue theramin! - the 
definitive story of the Beach 
Bays’ sun-soaked ’60s heyday. 


a We’re with the 

Banned! Q’s guide 
to the records you weren’t 
supposed to hear. And what the 
hell does The National Lottery 

think it is? 

rfTRTI in the world’s only 
climate-controlled 
Reviews section: Lou Reed, Thin 
Lizzy, Beaties. Ministry, Eazy-E, 
and Babylon Zoo. 


i Drink! Dust-ups 1 - 



gJOut now! 


All the people, so many people. 
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remarkable 


FUEL AT A 


REMARKABLY 


LOW PRICE* 


We promise that wherever you see 
the Esso Pricewatch sign, the price of 
all our fuels will be amongst the lowest 

in your neighbourhood. 

At the same time maintaining their 
outstanding quality and performance. 


How will we do it? 


We’ve made an investment in the latest 


Esso 


technology to help us check and adjust 
our prices regularly, which means that we 
can keep our promise to you. 

So, from now on you won’t have to 
go out of your way to save money. 

We proudly look at Esso Pricewatch 
as heralding the dawn of a new. era in 
motoring. As they say, seeing is believing 


A NEW DAWN IN LOW COST MOTORING 


*Esso normally monitor 


itor fuel prices of supermarkets within 3 miles and other stations within I mile of participating Esso Service Stations. 
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politics 


Monklands problem refuses to go away 


JOHN ARUDGE 
and JOHN RENTOUL 


Labour hopes of drawing the 
line under persistent aJ lega- 
tions of nepotism and corrup- 
tion in Monklands council were 
dashed yesterday when Jim 
Brooks, the council leader 
threatened to challenge the 
suspension of 15 councillors in 
the courts. 

The party's National Execu- 
tive Committee, meeting in 
London, decided to suspend the 
15 from holding party office or 


chairing council committees.. 
A spokesman said the decision 
- «**■« disciplinary action 
taken last year - was taken be- 
cause there had been "mis- 
management" by the council. 
But Iasi year a Scottish Office 
inquiry cleared the councillors 
of allegations of favouritism 
and /curving council jobs for 
friends and relatives. 

Mr Brooks told the Indepen- 
dent: “As soon as I receive the 
formal notification of the 
NEC’s decision, 1 will be seek- 
ing legal advice to try to over- 


turn the decision. 1 have done 
nothing wrong." 

The NEC barred council 
leader Jim Brooks and 14 col- 
leagues from holding any coun- 
cil or Labour group post during 
the first session of the new 
North Lanarkshire council, 
which takes over from Monk- 
Innds council in April. 

George Robertson, the Shad- 
ow Scottish Secretary, and He- 
len Liddell, the MP for 
Monklands East, welcomed the 
ruling, which they said "drew a 
line" under the long-running 


"Monklandsgiiic" scandal. 
“This is time for new begin- 
nings” Mrs Liddell said. 

Bui last night Mr Brooks said 
he would not accept the deci- 
sion. raising the spectre of more 
embarrassment for Labour 
north of the border. He said 
that at least 10 of the 15 Mon- 
Idands councillors elected to the 
new council were also planning 
legal challenges. They argue 
that after an official government 
inquiry cleared them of the al- 
legations. any disciplinary action 
by the Labour Parly is 


unjustified and oppressive. 

Tony Blair suspended the 
Labour group last year afLer a 
report commissioned by the 
party by Prof Robert Black QC 
alleged nepotism and sectarian 
discrimination. But a govern- 
ment inquiry, conducted by 
William Nimmo Smith QC 
found there had been no mal- 
practice. 

Among the allegations were 
claims Lhat the mainly Catholic 
group of councillors operated a 
privileged channel for j’ob ap- 
plications, and had favoured the 


mainly Catholic town of Coat- 
bridge over mainly Protestant 
Airdrie when it came to spend- 
ing decisions. 

Dennis Skinner, the left-wing 
MP and NEC member, said yes- 
terday that he had always main- 
tained lhat the allegations were 
false. It was not surprising in 
dose communities lhat a ‘‘hand- 
ful" of council workers, out of 

over 2.000 employees, were re- 
lated to councillors. 

The late John Smith, the 
Labour leader and Monklands 
East MP, faced accusations 


throughout his leadership that 
he had failed to act to clear up 
his own backyard, and the 
controversy dominated the by- 
c lection after his death. The par- 
ty's Scottish leadership and 
Helen Liddell, who narrowly 
won the seat for Labour, ques- 
tioned spending policies. 

The issue has been ruthless- 
ly exploited by the Conserva- 
tives, leading to Labour charges 
that Ian Lang, the former Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland, de- 
liberately avoided carrying out 
an official inquiry because 


it suited Huy party interests. 

Labour leaders were de- 
lighted when the Scottish Of- 
fice's belated inquiry failed to 
turn up evidence of serious 
wrongdoing, and hoped that 
public opinion had turned when 
Dover MP David Shaw turning 
up at the inquiry to repeat 
well-known charges. Bui the 
threat of a legal challenge to the 
party's disciplinary action rais- 
es the spectre of the stream of 

unfavourable stories, which has 

lasted for three years, continu- 
ing up to the genera] election. 


Labour victory 
could delay 
IGC summit 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 


A future Labour government 
would insist ibe conclusion of 
the Inter-Governmental Con- 
ference on European reform be 
delayed until at least six months 
after it is elected, to give a new 
Labour leadership time to fine- 
tune its European policies. 

Such a delay would mean that 
the IGC, which begins next 
month, could stretch out for 
nearly two years, not ending un- 
til December 1997 - under the 
presidency of Luxembourg. 

The conference, sometimes 
called Maastricht n, is expect- 
ed to be just as controversial as 
the first Maastricht evenL The 
final conclusions will test Eu- 
rope's commitment to deeper 
integration and the preceding 
negotiations will raise a range 
of highly sensitive issues for 
Britain. On the agenda will be 
issues which go to heart of na- 
tional sovereignty, including 
use of the national veto and 
powers of the European Par- 
liament. 

It was originally envisaged 
that the IGC would conclude in 
1996, which would almost cer- 
tainly have been during the 
term of the present Conserva- 
tive government. However, 
Britain’s European partners 
have already acknowledged that 
Itele progress can be made at 
Be IGC given John Major’s de- 
termination to block progress 
on several fronts. 


The decision, in principle, has 
already been taken to delay the 
IGC final summit until June 
1997, in the hope Lhat Tuny 
Blair, the Labour leader, will by 
then be in Downing Street, and 
might be less obstructive than 
the Tories. Labour sources now 
say that a June 1997 summit for 
tbe IGC would not give a new 
government time enough to 
prepare and the conclusion 
should be put off until the end 
of that year. An incoming 
Labour government would be 
immediately overwhelmed with 
■ urgenL decisions on Europe, not 
only on the IGC, but also on 
monetary union. 

Other European leaders will 
probably reluctantly agree to a 
further delay in the IGC. con- 
clusion. to give Mr Blair time to 
adjust. If there was a refusal to 
accept such a postponement a 
new Labour government might 
consider using its veto to force 
one. party sources say. The 
IGC conclusions have to be 
unanimously agreed. 

Most European leaders be- 
lieve Labour will be more pos- 
itive on Europe than the Tories, 
although they are realistic about 
what Mr Blair can deliver. So 
far Mr Blair has shown ex- 
treme camion on European is- 
sues. While Labour has said it 
will accept the social chapter 
and is prepared to consider 
more majority voting in limit- 
ed areas, there is no sign that 
Britain will take a radical new 
pro-European track. 
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Talks to 
include 
elections 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


British ministers will seek to re- 
assure the Irish government 
today at a summit in London 
that plans for early elections in 
Ulster are in line with recom- 
mendations for disarming the 
ERA. made by the internation- 
al body under US Senator 
George Mitchell. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern Ire- 
land, will try to overcome 
Dublin's opposition to the elec- 
tions plan in a meeting with 
Dick Spring, the Irish Foreign 
Minis ter. 

John Major will later meet 
David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, as pan of an ur- 
gent round of talks with party 
leaders to keep the peace 
process on track. The Prime 
Minister last night met Ian 
Paisley, the DUP leader, to 
discuss the plan for an elected 
body, leading to all-party talks. 

The Unionists have proposed 


that the body could last for two 
years, but after talks with John 






Distinguished guest: The Israeli Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, addressing MPs in the members' dining room at the Commons yesterday. John 
Major paid tribute to the success of the Palestinian elections after talks with Mr Peres at Downing Street Photograph: Brian Harris 


years, but after talks with John 
Hume, the SDLP leader, who- 
is opposed to the plan, Mr Ma- 
jor is keen to ensure that the . 
Unionists will accept a time- 
limited body. 

John Bruton, the Irish Prime 
Minister, yesterday underlined 
Irish anxieties about the plan in 
the Dail by urging the British.,. 
Government to stick to the ■ 
Mitchell commission report, 
which suggested that the de- 
commissioning of IRA weapons 
could take place at the same 
time as all-party talks. 


Rif kind takes Blair to task on 


EU social chapter ‘opt-in’ 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 


Blair’s claim thal Britain 
I safely opt in to the tbe Eu- 


ropean social chapter was “at 
best disingenuous, at worst dis- 
honest", Malcolm Riflrind. the 
Foreign Secretary, told top in- 
dustrialists. 

In a hard-hitting attempt to 
counter Labour’s charm offen- 
sive with big business, he said 
that accepting the social chap- 
ter would damage industry and 
threaten Britain's wealth and 
prosperity. 

However, a spokesman for 
the Labour leader later said that 
Mr RiflrimTs portrayal of the ef- 
fect of signing up to the social 
chap ter was misleading and 
wrong. 

The dispute erupted after Mr 


rial chapter was a set of prin- 
ciples rather than detailed leg- 
islation. and that he had no 
intention of agreeing to “any- 
thing and everything thal 
emerges from the EU". 

Addressing the CBI Council, 
Mr Rifki nd said that this argu- 
ment was fallacious. 


Rffind took Mr Blair to task 
far3! speech he made last year 


for3 speech he made last year 
to the Confederation of British 
Industry’s conference. 

The Labour leader used the 
occasion to argue thal the so- 



Rifkind: Hard-hitting attack 


Britain's “opt-out" from the 
social chapter, won at Maas- 
tricht in 1991. was a source of 
competitive advantage. 

By signing up to the social, 
chapter, Britain could subse- 
quently be overruled by other 
European countries, under the 
system of qualified majority 
voting, in a number of key so- 
cial policies such as health and 
safety and working conditions. 

If Mr Blair did not know that, 
said Mr Rifkind, “then he has 
not done his homework. If he 
does know it he should have ad- 
mitted iL" 

Furthermore, said the For- 
eign Secretary, Labour was 
committed to removing the 
right of veto in areas of social 
policy, including social securi- 
ty and redundancy, where unan- 
imous voting was currently 
stipulated 

A spokesman for Mr Blau- 
said that he stood by his speech. 
The social chapter was not a 
predetermined list of costly 
provisions but a mechanism 


for determining European wide 
legislation. 

B|y signing up to iL- Britain 
had the chance to influence pro- 
posals rather than simply have 
them imposed by multination- 
als. Labour had specifically 
ruled out extending qualified 
majority voting to social secu- 
rity. To dale, the only significant 
directive to have emerged from 
the social chapter is the legis- 
lation for European transna- 
tionals to set up consultative 
works councils. 

Embarrassingly for the Gov- 
emmenL a number of British 
firms, including Coats Vlyella, 
BP Oil and United Biscuits, 
have elected to implement this 
directive in the Britain. 

The only other directive cur- 
rently in the pipeline is one on 
parental leave. A spokesman for 
the European Commission said 
' that a further extension of qual- 
ified majority voting to areas 
currently covered by unanimi- 
ty would require a change to the 
treaty. 
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Labour ‘taskforces’ to tackle election 


A delicious new 
taste in Hot Oat Cereal 
with Wheatflakes 
Fruit and j 

Nuts - . 









JOHN RENTOUL 


machinery for fighting a long 
general election campaign, as 


general election campaign, as 
the piny's National Executive 
Committee approved a blue- 
print drawn up at a manage- 
.menfschoqlTo assign staff to 1 1 

^eribl& .and non-hierarchical 

toskforces^. 

jfoeiear the way for the cam- 
P%vibe NEC also decided 
Una nnnoudy to abandon the le- 
S^ tetdeto save its policy of re- 
ialf of “winnable’’ 
P^ufflnfcBtaiyseats for women. 


This will allow the speedy com- 
pletion of the stalled process of 
choosing candidates. 

The “project-based" task- 
force structure is designed to 
“build a machine which is ca- 
pable of delivering a first-class 
general election campaign", ac- ■ 
cording to a document pre- 
sented by party general 
secretary Tom Sawyer. 

The document, on “priorities 
and targets” for 1996, was drawn 
up using ideas on “project man- 
agement techniques" studied 
by a group of NEC members at 
rranfield School of Man- 


agement It refers to the party’s 
new “mission statement”, one of 
the key goals of which is “se- 
curing victory at the next general 
election", and says: “To ensure 
we achieve ourgpal, we have put 
in place a radical new structure 
that is flexible and responsive." 

Labour advertised on Mon- 
day for six staff, including three 
media monitoring officers, 
members of the Media task- 
force, to “momtor broadcast and 
print media 24 hours a day and 
spot opportunities for Labour". 

Other taskforces include Pro- 
jection, charged with achieving 


a "coherent visual presenta- 
tion strategy across all media". 
Rapid Response, to provide 
“campaign information and re- 
buttal to politicians and the par- 
ty" and Key Campaigners, to 
back up leading Labour politi- 
cians and "establish a database 
of endorsements from the busi- 
ness, art and sports world". 

The document which also 
looks at how to strengthen the 
relationship between a Labour 
government and the party, 
promises measures expected 
to reduce trade union repre- 
sentation on the NEC. 








Grown-up Ready Brek. 


(With fruit, nuts and a bit of pocket money thrown in.) 



Thames safety moves accepted 


PETER VICTOR 


The Department of Transport 
has accepted most of the 12 rec- 
ommendations made by the 
Marchioness inquest jury to im- 
prove safety on the River 

Thames. , , „ 

A total of 51 people lost 

their lives when the sn\all par- 
ty boat Marchioness was struck 
by the gravel barge Bowbeilc in 


the early hours of 20 August 
1989. - , 

The second inquest into the 
deaths returned a verdict of un- 
lawful killing last April, and the 
jury recommended 12 safety im- 
provements. ranging from the 
increased provision of lifeboats 
to an alcohol limit for seamen 
on duty. 

Responding to a Parliamen- 
tary question yesterday, ship- 


ping minister Lord Goschen 
said that the Dot had accept- 
ed the majority of the recom- 
mendations. 

But the Department reject- 
ed the jury’s call for all pas- 
senger launch crew - including 
bar staff - to wear inflatable life- 
jackets at all times while the 
craft was waterborne, saying it 
would not be practicable to 
do so. 


Remember central heating for kids? p 
WeH here’s central heating for adults. • 

Finn! & Nut Ready Brek. j 

It has all the warmth and goo&iess of j 
the Beady Brek you used to love, but it j 
comes with fruit and nuts to satisfy your j 
grown-up appetite. j 

Wfth your next box here's 20p off, to | ^ 
make you feel a Bttte wanner inside. L. 
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UK ready to 
challenge 
aid for poor 
of Europe 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 


under the budgeT and do not fall 
under the broader programme. 
The British threat is another at- 


Britain is threatening to ask the 
European Court of Justice to 
stop the Brussels Commission 
spending money on projects 
aimed at helping the poor, such 
as a controversial scheme for the 
rehabilitation of prostitutes. 

Stephen Wall, Britain’s per- 
manent representative to the 
European Union, has written to 
the Commission accusing it of 
spending money on combating 
“social exclusion" without any 
“legal base." Unless the Com- 
mission justifies its action by the 


tempt to undermine support 
programmes aimed at combat- 



programmes aimed at combat- 
ing the spread of a European 
underclass, they contend. 

The British move coincides 
with new government attacks on 
die European Social Chapter 
which are seen in Brussels as 
part of a pre-election drive to 
curry favour with Tory Euro- 
sceptics. “The Conservatives 
do not want European action to 
tackle poverty. That is why the 
British government is opposed 
to the programme tor combat- 
ing social exclusion," said Ter- 
ry Wynn, a Labour member of 
the European Parliament and 
budget committee spokesman. 

The Commission published 


its proposals to combat pover- 
ty 10 days aso- A total of 86 pro- 


Padraig Flynn: Project is 
'innovative and creative’ 


end of February, the letter 
strongly implies that the Gov- 
ernment would take the Com- 
mission to the European Court 

The Government argues that 
the projects, costing a total of 
9m ecus (£7m), have not been 
agreed under the EU budget 
and are an underhand attempt 
by the Commission to take new 
powers, particularly in the so- 
cial policy field. The objection 
is an attempt to eosure good 
book-keeping, British officials 
say. 

A broader programme 
against social “exclusion" has al- 
ready been blocked by the 
Council of Ministers, after ob- 


ty 10 days ago. A total of 86 pro- 
jects were outlined which 
Padraig Flynn, the commis- 
sioner for social affairs, said 
were “innovative and creative". 

It proposed giving grants to 
small groups helping disadvan- 
taged people with very specif- 
ic problems. However, the 
ultra-liberal colour of the pro- 
gramme was bound to raise 
the hackles of Conservative 
Eurosceptics. 

Several of the projects listed 
were straightforward, such as 
helping prisoners and long- 
term unemployed reintegrate 
into normal life. However, also 
included were less mainstream 
proposals such as a plan to of- 
fer “social integration to very 
poor travelling families " or to 
“integrate former prostitutes 
into the labour market". 



Nazi era 
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grave 
found in 
Austria 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 


street panic: Blood-stained office workers racing away front the bomb-damaged area In Colombo yesterday 


Photograph; Reuter 


Fanatical Tamils take revenge for Jaffna. 


TIM McGJRK 

New Delhi 


The latter plan provoked 
Teams of horror from the 


That a bomb should explode 
yesterday in Colombo surprised 
nobody. Ever since the Sri 
Lankan army took the Tamil 
Tiger rebel stronghold in Jaffna 
in December after a 50-day 
battle, it seemed inevitable that 
the Tigers would strike back 
with their favourite weapon: the 
suicide bomber. 

Sri Lanka cannot arroour- 


jections not only from Britain, 
but Germany. Officials in Brus- 
sels, however, argue that these 
particular projects are allowed 


screams of horror from the 
Tbry press. The Daily Telegraph 
ran a leading article headlined 
“The Whores of Brussels" 
which officials in Brussels de- 
scribed as “sick”. 

“The British often appear to 
care more about the welfare of 
animals than for the disad- 
vantaged and the poor," said 
a Commission spokesman 
last night. 


plate itself against these Tamil 
fanatics who are willing to blow 


fanatics who are willing to blow 
themselves up along with what- 
ever target their commanders 
select a politician, a few. gen- 
erals, a president, oil depots, a 
naval vessel, and now dozens of 
innocent office workers. No 
conn try can, certainly not poor 
Sri Lanka, its treasury emptied 
by 12 years of civil war against 
the Thmil minority. 


Other suicide bombers will 
undoubtedly be dispatched to 
Colombo by the Tamil Tigers’ 
chief, Velupfllai Prabhakaran, 
after he treats them to a final 
supper at his jungle hideout. It 
might be weeks before they ar- 
rive, or just days. But the resi- 
dents of Colombo know they 
will come to kill. 

The security forces in Colom- 
bo are tied down protecting gov- 
ernment officials, most notably 
the President, Chandrika Ku- 
maratunga, whose home is now 
a fortress ringed in barbed- 
wire and an anti-aircraft gun on 
the root Overstretched already, 
Che police cannot protect 
Colombo’s citizens. News agen- 
cies reported that hundreds 
fled Colombo yesterday, fear- 
ing that another suicide bomber 
might be stalking the city. 

The easiest exit from this 
nightmare is for Mrs Ku- 


TrincomateeC 


SRI 

LANKA 


Colombo 


maratunga to make peace with 
the Thmi] rebels. The biggest ob- 
stacle to a deal has always been 
the Tigers’ fanatical leadership, 
who have nothing to gain from 
peace. But for a few weeks af- 
ter their defeat in Jaffna, hopes 
rose for a settlement. Not any 
longer, however, Few among the 
40C.000 Tamils who were made 


refugees by the fighting in Jaffna 
have returned to their area “lib- 
erated" by the government. 
Even if ordinary Tamils wanted 
to, the Tiger rebels will not al- 
low them to go back to their ' 
towns and rice paddies. t 

Mrs Kmnaratunga’s strategy 
was to strike at the rebels and 
then offer a political solution: a 
devolution package which would 
give the predominately Tamil 
states in the north and east of the 
island more autonomy. 

But extremists among the 
country’s Sinhalese majority 
refuse to let her be generous to 
the Tamils . To get the devolution 
plan through par liam ent and 
then a referendum, she has wa- 
tered it down so much that even 
moderate Tamils are backing 
away from her. 

Under the new draff Colom- 
bo will keep the right to'dissoive 
the regional councils and police 


the regions, which the Tigers will 
never allow. Many of the 
Tamils, who are either Hindus 
or Christians, are also alarmed 
that the devolution package 
seems to give extra favours to 
the Sinhalese Buddhist clergy. 

Militarily, the Tamil Tigers are 
far from defeated. Not only 
can they deploy their suicide 
bombers inside the heart of 
Colombo, but the Tiger com- 
manders have stepped up their 
attacks along the eastern coast. 
Even in the supposedly secure 
J affna peninsula. Tiger sharp- 
shooters were reported to have 
brought down one of the air 
force’s few helicopters, killing all 
39 people aboard. At one point, 
Mrs Kn maratunga was even 
prepared to offer Tamil rebels j 
an amnesty, but after yesterday’s ' 
massacre in Colombo, such a 
move would outrage the Sin- 
halese majority. 


Austrians have bad a dnUingre- 
minder of the country’s Nazi 
pastvrith the discovery of amass 
grave containing the remains of 
whatwere almost certainly Jpw- 
ish victims of the Holocaust. 

The grave was discovered 
late on Tuesday by labourers 
working on a new power plant 
near the town of Lambach- It is 
dose to the site of Gunskin&t, 
a satellite of the Mauthausen 
concentration eainp. It con- ' 
Cains the skeletons of 10 men 
aged between 19 and' 22. Ac- 
cording to the Nazi-hunterSt- 
mon Wiesenthal, the victims '• 
were prpbably Hungarian Jews 
who perished on one Of .the 
death marches between’ 
cen (ration camps in the laStfew 
weeks of the war; : v _ 3 -gj 

All building work on the site - 
was halted yesterday as gov- 
ernment officials and Jewishgex- 
perts tried to establish who the 
dead were and whether there 
were any more remains in the 
area. If it is confirmed that the 
victims were Jewish tbe power 
plant project could be in jeop- 
ardy as, according to-Jerrisnrite, 
bodies should not be disin- 
terred or reburied. 

“A Jewish cemetery, is a ' 
cemetery for eternity,” &id 
Paul Grosz, President .of-Aus- 
tria's small surviving. Je^sh 
community. “The peace afkhe 
dead cannot simply be ftagot- 
ten and subordinated to exist- 
ing or perceived necessities.” 
The company building theJty- 
dro power plant promised to 
treat the dead with “adequate 




piety", but said il saw no reason 
to abandon the project. 


to abandon the project. 

The proposed power plant 
has been the source of bitter 
controversy foryears, with eco- 
logical groups arguing that it 
was both unnecessary and a 
threat to wildlife and woodland. 

According to Mr Wiesenthal 
there were more than J 00 mass 
graves in Austria, some con- 
taining more than 1,000 bodies. 
Many were unearthed in the 
years immediately after the war. 
But some, like that believed to 
have been found at Lambac& 
never came to light as Austrian? 
collectively sought to suppress 
the memory of their participa- 
tion in the. Nazi regime. 
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New rates from 
the Bristol & West 


Fly now Pay later 


PREMIER OPTION BOND 

Interest rates effective from 1st February 1996 


WITH ^INDEPENDENT 


FIXED RATE OPTION - Issue C 


T ake off with The Inde- 
pendent's Now Pay 1st- 


INVESTMENT 


GROSS PA** (Fixed) 


NET PA* 


INTEREST PAID SIX MONTHLY 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5,000 (M1N!MUM)+ 


6.35% 

6.30% 

6.30% 

6 . 20 % 


4.76% 

4.73% 

4.73% 

4.65% 


INTEREST PAID MONTHLY 


£ 100 , 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25,000+ 

£5,000 (minimum)+ 


6.17% 

6.13% 

6.13% 

6.03% 


4.63% 

4.59% 

4.59% 

4.52% 


RATE GUARANTEE: Bristol & West guarantees that these rates are fixed until 31st July 1996. 


NOTICE FOR PREMIER OPTION BOND (ISSUE D) HOLDERS 

The Society Is Introducing. Tevfced Terms t Conditions to take effect from 1st February 1996. The purpose of this is to make Terms & Conditions easier for you to 
understand, and to clarify the circumstances in wWch future changes to Thrms a Conditions may be made and when interest rates may be varied. A copy of the 
revised Terms 6 Conditions h available hom any of the Society's blanches or from Head Office. 


I pendents Fly Now F^y Lat- 
er offer and you could be 
relaxing in the Seychelles, 
taking a cruise down the Nile 
or exploring the palaces of 
Rajasthan. 

We've teamed up with Co- 
op Trauefcare, one of the top 
travel agency chains in the 
UK, so that readers of The 
Independent can get up to 
£2,500 Interest Free Credit 
on holidays and flights 
booked through our special 
service. So now you can take 
off when you feel the incli- 
nation - without paying every- 
thing up front For example, 
on a holiday costing £2,500, 
at a typical APR of 14.9% you 
would save £328. 

With over 300 holiday 
brochures and 49 airlines to 
choose from, there are hol- 
idays to suit everyone. Trav- 
el can be taken anytime 
between 1 February-31 De- 
cember 1996. 
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PLEASE CONTACT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

~ Grass rates are fixed as shown and do not take account of deductions of Income Tax. if you are eligible to receive your interest without deduction or U* you 
Should register an Inland Revenue Rum 885 which Is mfUbfe m all the Society's branches. 'Assumes Back Rate Tex at 25% Interest Rates shown as Net are 
purely Illustrative. The actual net amount receivable by an investor who has not registered for Grass Interest will depend upon the Bask Rate of income Tax in 
force at the time Interest is credited or paid out. Interest is credited or paid out atperlodts) In accordance with ihe Terms and Conditions of the Bond. For conditions 
of withdrawals tee the Premier Option Bond Terms and Conditions. Katas correct ar tst February 1996. Bristol & West Building Society Is • member of the 
Building Societies Association, and of the Building Societies Ombudsman Scheme, and subscribes to the Code ol Banking Practice. 


LOWER MORTGAGE RATE 

With effect from 1st February 1996 the Standard Variable Rate for existing 
borrowers will be reduced to 7.49% typical APR 7.8% (variable). Borrowers will be 
individually notified of the change in their monthly payments. 


How to Qualify for the 
Easy Payment Plan 

Each day in The Independent 
and the independent on 
Sunday, until Saturday 3rd 
February, we will print a dif- 
ferent numbered token. In 
order to qualify for the Fly 


Now Pay Later Easy Payment 
Plan, you need to collect 
eight differently numbered to- 
kens and keep them safe un- 
til you are ready to make your 
booking. Today we are print- 
ing Token 11. 

On Monday we gave you 
full details on how you can 
book your holiday with the 
Easy Payment Plan. If you 


would like details of the 
Easy Payment Plan simply caB 
The Independent/Ffy Now 
Pay Later helpline on this 
number: 


0161 827 1044 


Fly Now 

Pay Later 


Terms and conditions are « 
as previously published. 



Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25,000 of flights and holidays to be won 


Today you could win a 
I seven day holiday for two 
to Peru, including flights and 
accommodation. This exot- 
ic land, full of incredible 
scenery and a fascinating 
mixture of cultures, will of- 
fer you a holiday full of ad- 
venture and discovery. 


BRISTOL 6r WEST BUILDING SOCIETY 


YOUR HOME fS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 


lultHiramnMnhnin wrtn«n quamlcn, iralUble nq mm i. Icngit u iwt bt x8 




Imagine for example, ex- 
ploring the lost city of the In- 
cas, including a visit to the 
Temple of the Sun. 

To enter our competition all 
you need to do is answer the 
following question and call the 
Fly Now Pay Never competi- 
tion line on 0891 161 985. 


Question: 

What is the 
capital of Peru? 


Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at all other times. Lines close 
at midnight tonight. Postal 
entry can be made by send- 


ing your answer,- name, 
dress and telephone number 
to: 7he /nctependentfFty Now 
Ray Never Day 11 , TO Box 
7298, London E1496S by no 
later than 3 February 1996- 
The winner wilL be picked at 
random after entry closes, 
from all correct entrants. 
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US cools Aegean islands clash 


international a ] 


jHUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

p four-day confrontation be- 
tween Tbrkey and Greece, both 
rjato members, over owner- 
Bbip of an outcrop of rocks in 
pe Aegean Sea was brought to 
P peaceful end yesterday by the 
elephone diplomacy of the 
American trouble-shooter 
ivicbard Holbrooke. 

Calling repeatedly from 
Washington, he turned his ne- 
gotiating skills from Bosnia on 
to Lhe conflict over three bar- 
ren footbali-pitch-sizcd Aegean 
islets. 


Pressure to disengage was 
also put on both sid« bv Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton and the US 
Secretary of State, Warren 
Ouistophcr. the British De- 
fence Secretary. Malcolm 
Kjfkind, and the UN and Nato 
«creiarie.s-gencral. 

The crisis over the outcrops 
~ known as lmia in Greek and 
Kardak in Turkish — ended in 
the early hours of yesterday. The 
only casualties were the three- 
man crew of a Greek heli- 
copter, missing after it crashed. 

Both sides agreed to remove 
their flags, pull back 2tkxj|l war- 
ships, stop warplane sorties 


and withdraw troops. Greece 
sent nine soldiers (o an island 
on Sunday, while Turkey land- 
ed 12 commandos on iis'ncigh- 
bour yesterday. 

Turkish leaders presented 
the commando action as the 
event that forced Greece in re- 
consider its posilion. After a 
night on the rocks, the Turkish 
troop stepped triumphantly 
off their inflatable attack craft 
to the cheers of local fishermen. 

“There is no agreement as 
such. We were informed of the 
Greek intention to withdraw to 
the slants quo ante. This was our 
original position, so we wel- 


comed that. It’s a victory for 
common sense,” said the Turk- 
ish foreign ministry spokesman, 
Omer Akhel. Turkey’s caretak- 
er Foreign Minister. Deni/ 
Baykal, spoke of a victorious 
outcome, but the Greek and 
Turkish governments were at- 
tacked by their opponents at 
home for having given way. 

The quarrel flared last week 
when a Greek television station 
showed an Orthodox priest 
leading a delegation on to the 
barren outcrop to plant the 
Greek flag. A Turkish media 
group then sent in a helicopter 
on Saturday with reporters who 


took down the blue and white 
Greek flag and raised a red and 
white star and crescent. Next 
day, the Greek navy arrived. 

In Athens, the Greek De- 
fence Minister, Gerassimos Ar- 
senis, defended the withdrawal 
accord as the best possible 
course of action. ■‘TTie fire- 
power was immense and any in- 
cident could have led to all-out 
war. We are reluming to the sta- 
tus before Lhe crisis," he said. 
But lhe conservative opposition 
demanded that the new Greek 
government of Costas Simitis 
resign. “The removal of Greek 
troops and the lowering of the 


Greek flag constitute an act of 
treason." MUtiadis Evert, leader 
of the New Democracy party, 
told parliament. 

Mr Baykal said he hoped 
Greece would agree to sit down 
and negotiate over 1,000 rocky 
outcrop that dot the Aegean 
Sea between Greek islands and 
the Turkish mainland. Ankara 
thinks international law favours 
it over outcrop closer to the 
Turkish shore than the Greek 
mainland, like Imia/Kardak. 
Athens, however, says that the 
1947 agreement under which 
Italy ceded the Dodecanese 
gives everything to Greece. 


Turkish police 
Tortured by 
colleagues’ 


i 
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pofliig cheep: People in Budapest reach for chickens being given away yesterday by Hungarian farmers protesting over subsidy changes 


Photograph: Laszlo Balogh/Reuter 


Istanbul — For the first time, 
the Turkish media have taken 
on the security forces and won 
an important victory in a battle 
to end Lhe torture, disappear- 
ances and murders that have 
stained Turkey's human rights 
record, writes Hugh Pope. 

A sustained campaign has 
forced the Turkish government 
to suspend 15 riot police after 
an investigation found that a 
left-wing photo-journalist, 
Melin Goklepe. 27. had been 
beaten to death in police cus- 
tody in Istanbul on 8 January. 

There were even accusations 
that police had been torturing 
other policemen to find out 
what happened to Goklepe. 
One policeman, Coskun Oz- 
turk, told a television station: 
“They called us over to head- 
quarters. Then the fists and 
punches came. They hit my 
chest and back and head.” 

Both investigators and Gok- 
tepe’s newspaper. Evrensel, 
doubted Mr Ozturk s claims. 
But he struck a chord and the 
airwaves filled with police calls 
of protest to superiors. 

“Distressing practices have 
distressing resuits. It looks like 
lhe police are sharing in this dis- 
tress." said 11111(6/5 minister of 
slate for human rights, Adrian 
Ekmen. But the Goklepe affair, ' 
said Mujgan Atilgan, news ed- 
itor at Evrensel, has been “a 
turning point. It is the first 
time such a ‘mystery murder’ 
has been solved like this. And 
the police have certainly 


stopped harassing journalists so 
much.” 

The affair proved the new 
power of Turkey’s media, es- 
pecially the 15 national televi- 
sion channels. Unlike the cases 
of more than 40 journalists 
killed in the past five years the 
media did not let go of the sto- 
ry. Police chiefs and ministers 
were forced to squirm on tele- 
vision as they rehearsed official 
claims that Goklepe had “not 
been detained", “fell off a wall" 
or “collapsed on a park bench”. 
But witnesses soon told the 
true story. 

The caretaker Prime Minis- 
ter. Tansu Ciller, who sent a se- 
cret order to police stations a 
year ago to try to put a brake 
on torture, quickly ordered the 
truth to be exposed. But expo- 
sure is all that has happened so 
far to the 15 policemen who 
were suspended and another 40 
under investigation. 

There is also doubt about how 
far the government wants to go 
against the police, whom Mrs 
Ciller described as “the people’s 
darlings". The police have im- 
proved. but Mrs Ciller’s claim 
that Goktepe's killing was the 
result of “individual acts” seems 
absurd in the light of informa- 
tion from the Ankara-based 
Human Rights Foundation, 
which reported that in 1994, 32 
people died of torture in de- 
tention. Another 49 disap- 
peared, presumed dead, while 
423 died in unsolved “mystery 
murders". 


No happy birthday for the President 
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•HIL REEVES 

Moscow 

tons Yeltsin is 65 today, a 
lirthday most Russians regard 
s an opportunity for a big par- 
s', if only because it is six years 
bove the national average life 
ctancy for a man. But there 
be no fireworks in Red 
Square, . no official, banquet 
rhe President has precious lit- 
tle to celebrate. 

Aides say he plans to mark 
{the occasion quietly with his 
family. As he does so he will 
-ffcave ample, opportunity to re- 
flect on the problems gripping 
his administration. With less 
than five months to a presi- 
dential election, Mr Yeltsin is 
becoming increasingly isolated. 

Evidence has yet to emerge 
that his latest efforts to salvage 
his flagging fortunes - by toss- 
ing out liberals from his gov- 
ernment. cracking down on 
Chechen political activism and 
remising to throw money at 
.ussia’s poor - have won him 
y new friends. 

But there are plenty of signs 
ey have lost him old ones. Al- 


Yeltsin’s juggling act: Problems mount in run-up to poll 


most all Russia's liberal-lea 
pro-reform factions boot wit! 
laughter if you say “Yeltsin" and 
“Democrat” in the same breath, 
despite President Bill Clinton's 
insistence that his old friend is 
still a committed reformer. "He 
has lost all the credentials of a 
democratic candidate," said 
Sergei Kolmakov, a political 
consultant. 

One reformer after another 
has severed ties with the Pres- 
ident. including four members 
of his defunct advisory body, the 
Presidential Council, who re- 
signed in protest over his move 
towards authoritarianism. But 
none made more of an impact 
than Sergei Kovalyov, who quit 
last week as head of Mr 
Yeltsin’s human-rights com- 
mission. He fired off an open 
letter to his ex-boss, published 
yesterday in the Moscow Times, 
which stands as a measure of the 
chasm between Mr Yeltsin and 
the pro-reform lobby. 

It was naive to think democ- 
rats remained in power in the 
Kremlin, he said. Mr Yeltsin had 



Yeltsin: Birthday boy with 
little to celebrate 

“virtually halted judicial re- 
form", granted “exceptional ex- 
tra-legal authority” to the 
security services, engaged in a 
“shameful and bungled civil 
war” in Chechnya, blocked mil- 
itary reforms, signed secret de- 
crees. created closed 
institutions and become in- 
creasingly dependent on spies 
for his information. 

“You began your democrat- 


ic career as a forceful and en- 
ergetic crusader against official 
deceit and party disposition," 
wrote Mr Kovalyov, “but you 
are ending it as the obedient ex- 
ecutor of the will of the power- 
seekers in your entourage." 

And there are plenty of these. 
Although a few liberals still hrrk 
fearfully in the shadows of the 
administration, Mr Yeltsin’s in- 
ner circle is dominated by hawk- 
ish former apparatchiks and 
security men. whose company 
the President has always pre- 
ferred to that of the whizz-kid 
economists and academics who 
accompanied the first wave of 
post-Soviet euphoria. 

For all this, the battle is not 
yet lost for Mr Yeltsin, who ap- 
pears certain to run for a sec- 
ond term, although he has not 
formally declared his candida- 
cy. His national power base 
looks alarmingly thin, little 
more than a scattering of those 
Russians who have made mon- 
ey through free- market reforms 
l legally or illegally ) and officials 
loath io lose office. 


But be may yet be able to win 
a place in an election run-off, 
using a combination of an ad- 
vertising blitz, media controls 
(to the detriment of his oppo- 
nents) and more promises of 
pay-outs. This could pitch him 
against the ultra-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, not a 
likely winner, or the front-run- 
ner, the Communist leader, 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

But be laces a daunting task. 
His problems do not stop at a 
shattered economy, a disas- 
trous war, dismal ratings, a 
possible banking crisis, strikes 
over delayed wages by teachers 
and miners (who plan to walk 
out today), and heart prob- 
lems. If a recent article by his 
former chief of staff, Sergei Fi- 
latov, is to be believed, there is 
even more division in the Krem- 
lin than hitherto realised. Yet 
Mr Filatov urges the democrats 
to rally round Mr Yeltsin, say- 
ing he is ultimately their best op- 
tion. With friends like that, Mr 
Yeltsin scarcely needs enemies. 
Unfortunately for him, as his 
lonely birthday testifies, he has 
plenty of them too. 


German poll shows deep fears of EMU 


) NY BARBER 

Editor 

aother blow to the Euro- 
j Union’s plans to create a 
;le currency, an opinion poll 

J ished yesterday suggested 
out of five Germans oppose 
monetary union or want to de- 
■ F beyond the 1999 deadline 
■Fxkn&ssed by the Maastricht 
: {' ajeaty. According to the Forsa 
. -institute's survey, published in 
j.Tj ^hei- Hamburg weekly Die 
K : J fb&ie. 43 per cent of Germans 
not want a single currency, 


3P 


41 per cent want to postpone 
the launch date beyond Janu- 
ary 1999, and only 10 per cent 
want to stick to the Maastricht 
schedule. 

It was one of the highest 
levels of scepticism about mon- 
etary union ever recorded in 
Germany, and indicated (hat the 
government of Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, will have an uphill 
task in persuading public opin- 
ion to embrace the Euro, as the 
single currency was christened 
last December. 

Many Germans suspect the 


Euro may be weaker than the 
mark. They are not convinced 
by Mr Kohl’s argument that 
monetary union wfll be good for 
business and jobs. 

The poll was published as 
France’s labour ministry an- 
nounced unemployment had 
risen in December to 11-7 per 
cent from 1 1-5 per cent in Oc- 
tober, the last recorded month. 
More than 3 milli on French are 
without work. Among people 
under 25 the unemployment 
rate has risen to 23.2 per cent. 

French critics of the Maas- 


tricht timetable are likely to 
seize on the figures as proof that 
it is more important to create 
new jobs than stickto the 
treaty's terms. Supporters of the 
Euro say France’s high unem- 
ployment is caused by structural 
problems in the economy and 
has little to do with - the con- 
straints imposed by MaastrichL 
Responding to concern over 
the implications of monetary 
union for jobs, the European 
Commission President. Jacques 
Santer, appealed yesterday to 
governments, businessmen and 


trade unions to join a “pact of 
confidence" to promote jobs 
and competitiveness. He sug- 
gested pumping lbn ecu 
(£S20m) into trans-European 
highway and rail projects, and 
700m ecu into job-creating re- 
search ventures. 

Rejecting proposals to delay 
the Maastricht deadline or re- 
lax the requirement for low bud- 
get deficits, he said: “We have 
to stay the course. The single 
currency is the end of an irre- 
versible process. These policies 
are not against employment” 


A new Motorola 
phone with change 
from one pound. 


TRUST CELLPHONES DIRECT 
TO LEAD THE WAY. THE FAMOUS 
MOTOROLA MICRO TAC DUO ‘FLIP 1 
PHONE FOR LESS THAN A POUND. 

Plus FREE connection to the 
\todafone LowCall Tariff, FREE in-car 
adaptor and FREE carrying case. 

There’s never been a better time 
to buy a NEW Motorola phone. Simply 
phone us with your credit card details 
to receive your phone within 4 working 
days. So act fast, a deal lite this wont 
be around for long. 


CDCC cov^cicn 
rnCC 

WITH NO TARIFF INCREASES 
GUARANTEED FOP LIFE 


uotfUftaflUi £15 (£12.77+ VAT) 


Pa* Bat* Call! 

BIVMe 


Off PukCdk 


50p per am (42.5ft +VJ11) 


20p per nin (ITp+VAT) 


Peak times 8.00- 19.00 Mon to Fri 
Mandatary itemised billings charged 
at £1.77 me VAT per month. Line rental 
(debited monthly in advance) and airtime 
charges will be debited to your nominated 
credft/ctarge or Delta cad. Cafe charged id 
units of 30 seconds alter the fat minute. 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Vsw prone a cawnl by our 14 days 
no qiibbte money back promse. 



MOTOROLA DUO 

LIMITED OFFER 

99 ? 

PLUS 

FREE IN-CAR ADAPTOR 
FREE LEATHER CASE 
TOGETHER WORTH OVER £55 

MOTOROLA 

MODEL MICRO-1AC DUO. 

The pocket phone with the unique 
Motorola flip. 

♦ 60 mins talk-time ♦ 8 hrs stand- 
by-time ♦ Complete with uHra-sfim 
battery and buflt-in charger ♦ 
Lightweight approx 245g 


ORDER NOW FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 

CREDIT CARD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS 2 AW TO SPM WEEKENDS 9A : C TO SP7 1 


PLEASE HOE IWH CREDIT CUOMO THIS WVBmSEHEOT HUDT ME! YDS CUT 
1W 0S0TE HBf K& 1S0OTT HI MS IIM*U TD HXtfl SWITCH CMH5J 

Offer suSjed Id status ant a standard autos contract (or cadi ptant min Ceflphones ttroa LU 135 Lu«f Richmond Road. RKhmond-nios-Tliafnes TW9 4LR 
fun wntten feta* and terms am) anfifans rf this offer are avatabte on reouesL & Cownfitt. tegstaed No. 2995221 
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Add a new 

dimension Elil| 

^ ^^1 

W HllliSrlilJ 

b m - £1,149 

^ (£1,379.45 inci, 

USIflCSSe J °' i ' ,ery * vflT| 


The Dell Dimension’" P75t PC package is the perfect tool for getting down to 
business. Pre-loaded and ready-to-run with Microsoft® Windows 95 and Office 95 
Software, it makes eveiyday tasks at work that much easier to handle. And, as you’d 
expect from Dell, all the back up you need is a phone call away with 
Openline? our Hardware Technical Support Service. Call us today on 
01344 720000 to discover a new dimension in business solutions. 
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• INTEL 75MRz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR *8Mb EDO RAM 

• 3.5~ DISKETTE DRIVE • l fib HARD DRIVE • INTEGRATED 
64-BIT PO LOCAL BUS VIDEO WITH 1Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• IS* COLOUR SV&A MtMTQfl • 4 PCI AND 3 BA EXPANSION 
SLOTS U SHARED! 9 MID-SIZED DESiCTOP CHASSIS • QUAD 
SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE • MICROSOFT OFFICE K • MKEOSOfT 
W1ND0WS 95 • DELLMQUSE/KEYBQMD 
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Parents fight to keep all-white school 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Pretoria 


The authorities in South 
Africa's Northern Province 
have given a primary school in 
the rural town of Potgietersnis 
until tomorrow to open its 
doors to three six-year-old black 
children who have been barred 
from attending for more than a 
week. 

Last Wednesday the pupils 
found their way blocked by 200 
white parents screaming threats 
in Afrikaans. They have main- 
tained a vigfl at the gates of the 
Potgietersrus Primary School 

ever since. They deny racist mo- 
tives, and insist they are trying 


to protect the school's cultural 
ana retime 


religious standards from 
non-Afrikaans-speaking chil- 
dren who might flood in and 
lower the quality of education. 

The provincial government & 
not buying it. ‘Those three 
children were enrolled by the 
school's principal himself,’' said 
a spokesman. Jack Mokobi. 
“In the past, the school has 
accepted white, English-speak- 
ing students without so much as 
a peep. The excuse now of 
protecting culture and language 
is nothing more than a smoke- 
screen for racism.” 

If the school does not admit 
all colours, the Northern 
Province will get a court order 
to force it to do so. An earlier 
deadline yesterday was appar- 


ently extended at the request of 
the school board of governors, 
to help cool tempers. 

Some people . fear con- 
frontation m Potgietersnis may 
end in bloodshed and harden 
attitudes between black South 
Africans and Afrikaners. “So far 
we have worked very hard and 
Succeeded in keeping this a 
peaceful struggle,” said Daan 
van der Merwe, aspokesman 
for the governors. “The parents 
do not want violence. But there 
can be, as you know, in any 
Afrikaner community, extrem- 
ists. There k no guarantee if the 
government forces the school to 
take children against its will that 
these people might not react” 

Mr van der Merwe said the 
school had not refused entry to 
children because they were 
black, but because it was full. 
**We have turned down appli- 
cations from white and black 
students. But we are suspected 
because we turned away 
blacks,” he said. The school 
would admit black children but 
only in numbers the school 
could accommodate, and par- 
ents wanted guarantees they 
would respect the school’s 
“Afrikaner, Christian character”. 

Non-racia! education was 
introduced after all-race elec- 
tions in April 1994 but some 
schools, known as “Model C”, 
are still under white control 
because parents in effect own 
the schools. 


The row over the school, 
about 120 miles north of Pre- 
toria, is the latest test of wills 
between the government of 
President Nelson Mandela and 
ri gh t- wing Afrikaners over the 
pace and form of change. The 
government is committed to 

intsntiogoQO&eidtBiveniiile 
institutions, while Afrikaners 
resent their loss of privilege. 

Mr Mandela yesterday re as- 
sured representatives of 13 
Afrikaans women's groups in 
Pretoria that Afrikaners had no 
reason to worry. Their rights 
were protected under the con- 
stitution, and there was no plan 
to eradicate their language. 
Schools in Afrikaans areas 
could continue instruction in 
Afrikaans but had to provide 
classes mother languages where 

it was necessary. 

Me said Afrikaners bad to be 
careful not to Jet efforts to pro- 
tect their language and culture 
be seen as an attempt to drag 
the country back into the era of 
white domination. 
^Johannesburg — Louis Far- 
rakban, leader of the militant 
US black Muslim group. Nation 
of Islam, met Winnie Mandela 
yesterday and praised her con- 
tribution to the anti-apartheid 
movement, AP reports. “As you 
well know, she is well liked 
both in this country and in 
America,” Mr Ruxakhan said of 
Mrs Mandela, who is estranged 

from her husband. 



Integrated: South African schoolchildren. Some schools remain under white control Photograph: Gideon Mendei 
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Solve your present buying problems NOW by choosing from this selection of 
beautifully bound and jacketed hardback books from bestselling author 

Vernon Coleman 


For a cricket lover: 


The Village Cricket Tour will give hours of pleasure. A novel which describes the adventures and mishaps of a team of 
amateur cricketers who spend two weeks of their summer holidays on a cricket tour of the West Country and which has 
been compared to Jerome K Jerome'sdassic Three Men in a Boat". "I enjoyed it irmnensely" mote Peter Tmoiswood in 
Punch. "He has succeeded in writing a book that will entertain, a book that will amuse and warm the cockles of tired 
hearts." "Coleman is a very funny writer," said This England. "It would be a pity if cricketers were tbe only people to read 
this book." "Seminal reading includes de Selincourt and Blunden and should now embrace Vernon Coleman’s latest 
offering, a whimsical piece about the peregrinations of a village cricket team on its summer tour." said The Cricketer 
magazine. "All the characters are here, woven together by a raff of anecdotes and reminiscences and a travelogue of some 
of the most picturesque spots in the south west." A marvellous present for all cricket lovers. 


For a golf lover: 

Anyone who likes golf will love The Man Who Inherited a Golf Course. This superb novel tells the story of Trevor 
Duk infield who wakes up one morning to find that be is tire owner of his very own golf club - fairways, bunkers, clubhouse 
and all. There's ore snag: to keep the club he must win a golf match. And he’s never played a round of golf in his life. "The 
scenario is tailor made for Vernon Coleman's light and amusing anecdotes about country life and pursuits" said tbe Sunday 
Independent, "\fery readable!" said Golf World. "Hugely enjoyable in tbe best tradition of British comic writing" said the 
Evening Chronicle. "The mix of anecdotes and moments of sheer farce make for an absorbing read" said the Evening 
Telegraph. A terrific present for anyone who enjoys golf. Far more fun than another pair of socks or a bottle of aftershave. 


For a cat lover: 


Feline fans will love Alice's Diary which tells of a year in the life of a mixed tabby cat. Alice shows us. with great 
humour and insight, what it is really like to be a caL Our files are bursting with letters from readers who love this book. 
"What a wonderful book, so beautifully written, it was a great pleasure to read" wrote Mrs Y of Essex. "Please send copies 
of Alice's Diary to the eleven friends on tbe accompanying list It is a wonderful book which will give them all great 
pleasure," wrote Mr R of Lancashire. Alice’s Diary is delightfully illustrated throughout. But we warn you: when you see 
it you may not want to give it away! An absolute must for ail cal and animal lovers. Guaranteed to give more joy and 
laughter than almost any other present you can choose. 


OUR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE TO YOU 
If for any reason you are not happy with your hooks then we guarantee thatyour money will be 
refunded. Simply return any unwanted books in good condition within 21 days of receipt and 
you will be sent a full refund - no questions asked. This 24-carat gold guarantee means that you 

can order today RISK FREE! 


To order simply complete tbe coupon below and send it along with your cbeque/PO (payable to Publishing House) 
to: Sales Office , Publishing House, Trinity Place. Barnstaple, Devon EX32 9HJ Telephone (01271) 328892. 
Your books will be despatched within 7 days of receiving your order. Insert in boxes number of books required and 
total cost. Post and packing is FREE. 


No. £ 


No. 


Man Who Inherited a Golf Course £12.95 
The Village Cricket Tour £9.95 


Alice's Diary £9.95 
TOTALS 


Name 


Address 


Post Code 


"Vernon Coleman writes brilliant books" 

Tbe .Good Book Guide 


Oregon by-election win 
heartens Clinton camp 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 


[rrffT 




President Bill Clinton and his 
party received an eariy election- 
year fillip yesterday as the De- 
mocrats won a vacant Senate 
seat in Oregon, breaking a 
three-decade Republican mo- 
nopoly in the state and rekin- 
dling hopes of recapturing at 
least partial control of Congress 
in November. 

The narrow victory by Ron 
Wyden, a liberal congressman, 
came in the first US election 
conducted entirely by post It 
was held to find a successor to 
Bob Packwood, who resigned in 
disgrace from the Senate last 
summer on charges of sexual ha- 
rassment. Mr Wyden defeated 
his Republican opponent, tbe 
conservative businessman Gor- 
don Smith, by a margin of 
17,000 votes, or 1 per cent of the 
total ballot. 

Despite the closeness of the 
outcome, the White House and 
Democratic strategists were ex- 
ultant yesterday, hailing it as fur- 
ther proof of the unpopularity 
of the Republican-controlled 
Congress, and another sign that 
President Clinton will win a 


PRESIDENTIAL 





second term. The result clips the 
Republican majority in the Sen- 
ate to 53-47. 

More heartening still for De- 
mocrats. Mr Wyden pitched 
his campaign on the very issues 
Mr Clinton will highlight this au- 
tumn - the protection of edu- 
cation, the environment and 
free medical services for the 
poor and elderly, and a “safe, 
legal and rare” approach to 
abortion. 

Oregon, moreover, continues 
the trend visible at the off-year 
elections of November 1995, 
when the heavily favoured Re- 
publicans failed to seize control 
of state legislatures in Virginia 
and Maine and the governor- 
ship of Kentucky. 

Tbe Wyden win is another 
pointer that the American pub- 
lic feels that the congressional 
conservatives led by Newt Gin- 
grich, the House Speaker, have 
gone too far, especially in their 
intransigence in the budget dis- 


pute, which caused two gov- 
ernment shutdowns. 

The Oregon poll also seems 
to vindicate postal voting, per- 
mitted in the three-week peri- 
od before election day. Those 
who preferred to wait until 
Tuesday itself could leave their 
ballots in 160 “drop-boxes" 
across tbe state which were 
sealed at the 8pm deadline. 

Despite predictions that pub- 
lic interest would plummet, 
turn-out topped 60 per cent, 
compared with 41 per cent in 
the 1994 congressional elec- 
tions, and exceptionally high for 
a by-election. Oregon saved 
Jim (£660.000) on the exercise. 

The ranks of congressmen 
not seeking re-election swelled 
further yesterday, as Charlie 
Rose, the influential North Car- 
olina Democrat and a champi- 
on of the beleaguered tobacco 
industry, announced his retire- 
ment after 24 years. Life in tbe 
minority was “not as much 
fun", he said. He is the 38th 
House member and 25th De- 
mocrat to step down. A record 
13 Senators have announced 
they will not seek re-election, 
eight of them Democrats and 
five Republicans. 


'Clean hands’ candidate looks 
likely to be Poland’s next PM 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 


The ruling coalition partners in 
Poland yesterday put forward a 
former Communist, Wlod- 
zimierz Cimoszewicz, for the 
post of prime minister follow- 
ing the resignation of Jozef 
Oleksy over allegations that he 
had spied for the KGB. 

The nomination of Mr Cim- 
oszewicz, which was almost cer- 
tain to be accepted by President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski, 
marked the end of a week of 
hard bargaining between lead- 
ers of the former Communist 
Social Democratic Alliance 
(SLD) and its junior coalition 
partner, the Polish Peasants' 
Party (PSL). It appeared to 
guarantee that Poland will con- 
tinue moving in the direction of 
economic reform, and prepar- 


ing itself for membership of the 
European Union and Nato. 

Mr Cimoszewicz, a 45-year- 
old lawyer and former justice 
minister, was one of several can- 
didates for the premiership fol- 
lowing Mr Oleksy's dramatic 
resignation last week amidst 
protestations of innocence. 
Although he is part of the 
SLD's parliamentary caucus, 
he is not a member of its core 
party, and is seen as something 
of an independent spirit As jus- 
tice minister he became fa- 
mous for his “dean hands" 
campaign aimed at ensuring 
that government officials were 
not using their positions to 
reap illicit financial gains - a 
policy which antagonised large 
sections of the SLD itself. 

Mr Cimoszewicz also made 
his mark on the national level 
when he ran unsuccessfully 


against Lech Walesa in tbe 
1990 presidential election. 

The PSL originally proposed 
their own candidate for prime 
minister, but finally agreed to 
the candidacy of Mr Cimosze- 
wicz yesterday while making it 
dear that they expected to be 
given more ministries in the new 
government. 

Although Poland's constitu- 
tion allows 14 days for the ap- 
pointment of a new prime 
minister following a resignation, 
many of the country’s senior 
leaders - including MrKwas- 
niewski - bad pressed for 
earlier agreement on a re- 
placement Mr Kwasniewski, 
who today flies to Switzerland 
to participate in a meeting of tbe 
World Economic Forum, feared 
wrangling over Mr Oleksy's 
successor could have created an 
impression of instability. 


IN BRIEF 


Judge reluctant to 
move bomb trial , 


Oklahoma City — The judge ir 
the Oklahoma City bombinj 
case cast doubt on the wisdom 


of moving the trial to Lawtoc, 
about 90 : 


miles away, sayiig 
there were “obvious deficien- 
cies” in tbe courthouse there 
US District Judge Richard 
Matsch directed the defects 
and prosecution to prepare Bsfe 
of changes that would have O 
be made at the courthouse Tx- 
fons it could hold the trial. A- 


floW 
)oat 1 
vom 


tomeys for Timothy Me 1 


and Terry Nichols, accused 
the bombing of a federal I 
ing last April, m which 169 peo- 
ple died, want the trial movel 
out of Oklahoma CSty inthe in* 
terest of fairness. . . -At 




‘Try Berlusconi' : ^ 

Milan — Magistrates callef 
for Silvio Berlusconi to be sera 
for trial on charges of Illegally 
channelling bribes from his 
companies to Bettino Crari, 
the disgraced former prime 
minister. The request is a fur- 
ther blow to Mr Berinsconfs 
hopes of returning to high of- 
fice. He spent a turbulent sevr- 
en months as prime minister ifc 
1994. - Reuter 
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Bosnia accord 


Sarajevo — Marking another 
step in the implementation of 
the peace agreement, a special 
assembly elected Croat and 
Muslim ministos tonm (jtefed 
eration that win share Bosnia ' 
with the Serbs. They wi U be in 
charge of the economy, trade, 
culture and education withm th# 
federation of Muslims . an? 
Croats that will control 52 pep 
cent of Bosnia. At 
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Referendum pledger 

Melbourne — Well ahead if 
opinion surveys less than fivf 
weeks before a 2 March generd 
election, the opposition liber- 
al- National coalition promised 
to hold a referendum dr 
whether Australia should b^ 
come a republic. A? ' 

Arms and a man ■ 

Berlin — A court convicted 
Alexander Schalck-Golof-' 
kowski, whose shady hard cm-' 
rency deals kept Communiii 
East Germany afloat, for CoS 
Wur arms smuggling of 
He was given a one-year i 
pended sentence for : 
the import of guns and nigh£ 
vision equipment from West to 
East Germany. Reute^, 

Black breakthrough) i 

Jerusalem — Three days after 
riots by thousands of Ethiopi- 
ans, one of the black Jewish im. 
migrants became the first froth 
his community to stand for the 
Israeli parliament. Addisu Mes- 
sele announced his candidacy 
after a meeting in which Pres- 
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idem Ezer Wrizman and im- 
migrant leaders discussed die 
controversy over the national 
blood bank routinely discard- 
ing Ethiopian blood donations: 
for fear of Aids. Reuser 
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Captives freed . i 

Managua — Police fired leap 
gas and rescued £l hostages 
who had been held by protest*' 
ing university students in tbe 
Nicaraguan foreign ministry : 
budding. The National Police • 
Chief, Fernando Caldera, said ; 
107 students, “a good part df; 
the hostage-takers were | 
arrested. Reutit \ 


— 


■'*Gr . 

tes-.- 


; 

' I 1 ,. - . 




'Superhero' dies 

New York — Jerry Siegel, who ! 
as a teenager in the Depresses ] 
co- created Superman with ; 
Joseph Shuster, starting the 

craze for superheroes, has died • 

aged 81. Reuter- ] 


Ton-up squid -{ 

Wellington — Scientists have 
caught a rare giant squid, 26f&? 
long and weighing nearly a tonr 1 1 
in l,400ft-deep waters east of J 
New Zealand. Steve O'Shea of '* 
the National Institute ofWatef ■; 
and Atmospheric Research; ‘j 
said the female squid, caught- 
near tbe niaifiam Islands on 31; 
December, is one of only 20 off- 
its size known to have beefi 

caught anywhere in the wadd } 
the past decade. 
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RAC. Now with a range 

of special features supplied as standard. 


You wouldn't buy a cor without checking the spetifk&tion first. 
It's just the some with a motoring service. 


why RAC membership now includes unique accident, theft and 
vandalism caver. 


So before you join any other motoring organisation, consider 
this: no one can offer you such comprehensive cover at such a 
competitive price. Just take a look atthe fads: 



■ We cover you whenever you're on the road. Even 
when you’re a passenger in someone rise's car. you can still 
all on fast, expert help. Not every motoring service con 
promise you this. 


■ We reach you fast and get you moving right away. 
Our average call-out time is under 40 minutes. What's more, 
our expert patrols fix over 80% of breakdowns at 
the roadside. 


To join the RAC, or amply find out more about what we have 
to offer our Members, fill in the coupon or mil us free on 
0800 029 029 today. 


■ We cover more than breakdowns. You never know when 
some other emergency is going to stop you h your trucks. That's 


"ftoridad by an RAC Approved Acddenf Squarer. 
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J YES - 1 want to join the RAC Please fell me how I can join. 


| Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms 
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Send hrt RAC, FKE&QSl Bristol BS38 7AIL (No stamp needed.) 

1 Phone fines open Monday- Fridoy 8am -8pm, Saturday Stem - 5pm, Suxfcy IQqm -4pm- 
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ast exit to 
Florida for 
)oat people 
rom Cuba 


pi>avison 

M 

T1 ad left their native Cuba 
O! memade rafts, planks 
st :d to the inner tubes of 
lo fres, facing several days 
ai »hts in stormy, shark-in- 
fe waters to reach the Land 
oi Free. Yesterday, 17 
m s later, they finally 
st< d on American soil. 

re were 124 of them, 
si g, beaming, some 
wied in American flags, 
caig their belongings in 
bl rubbish bags as they 
sti d from a charter plane at 
Hptead air force base near 
MS. They were the last of 
sc 30,000 Cuban refugees 
fli from the US military 
te it Guantanamo Bay, on 
th stern tip of their own is- 
la where they had been 
U in August 1994 by US 
C Guard vessels, some- 
ti after drifting at sea for 
a than a week. 

. fts the ultimate irony: re- 
ti d to tbe island they bad 
r 1 their lives to flee and ini- 
t warned by President Bill 
C on that they would never 
b lowed into the US. Last 
P Mr Clinton changed his 
f y and announced that all 
C ns at Guantanamo would 
e ually be admitted. 

at was good news for 
ti , but not for Cubans who 
s it on rafts after that date. 

I r his new policy, Mr Clin- 
ic tid all new “rafters" who 
n ed US shores were subject 
tc jortalion, and any picked 
u sea would be returned to 
C The Coast Guard has 
si] returned 133 to Havana. 
2< hose in January, showing 


[hat Cubans arc still i tying lo 
flee the country, though not in 
the numbers of August 1994, 
when Fidel Castro ordered hj? 
security forces to turn a blind 
eye to the exodus. 

With the departure of the last 
Guantanamo refugees, the US 
closed the sprawling camps of 
olive-green tents and plywood 
that had once been home lo 
more than 30,000 Cubans and 
20.000 Haitian boat people. 
Some of the Haitians were re- 
turned to their own country, 
while others were allowed into 
the US. The last group left the 
camps in November. 

While Cubans were tradi- 
tionally granted political asylum 
under US post-Castro policy be- 
cause they were fleeing Com- 
munism, the Haitian boat 
people, though fleeing a brutal 
military regime in 1994, were of- 
ficially considered “economic 
refugees" and not therefore 
eligible for asylum. 

At their peak, the sun- 
scorched camps at Guan- 
tanamo - nicknamed Gitmo 
by US soldiers assigned there - 
were like a small town as 
refugees created their own 
makeshift schools, churches 
and baseball and basketball 
grounds. At one point, there 
were more than 8,000 US mil- 
itary personnel assigned to 
supervise them. 

Before Mr Clinton's May 
1995 announcement that all 
would be allowed into the US, 
frustration led to at least 60 sui- 
cide attempts - although only 
one man is known to have died 
- and several riots. Several 
hundred opted to return to 
Cuba under official handover 
agreements. 
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Ipnks all round 
il the not-so-dry 
Mormon state 
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Sun was Super Bowl night 
and, e watering holes ail 
aero \merica, the Thirsty 
Squi was jammed with bois- 
tero nutters cheering their 
tean enetrating the scrum to 
reac e bar was hard enough, 
butt there I was faced with 
anot obstacle. “Are you a 
men ?" the bartender po- 
litely uired. 

TI brew me for a second 
until an in the m£l£e whom 
I had er seen before shouted 
that l ould “sponsor” me for 
the ting. I thanked him 
and, sto, my beer was duty 
serve was reminded that I 
was i tah. 

Se d by the Mormon pio- 
neer gham Young in 1847, 
Utah 1 largely belongs to tbe 
secre and deeply conserva- 
tive 1 tdod church. Seventy 
per c of the population are 
Mon is, and so are nine out 
oft 10 r the members of the 
j^ke islature. 

' It s in 1833 that the 
fount of the Mormon dmreh. 
Josep Truth, surprised his fol- 
■ jj lower - and doubtless dis- 

• maye umy-by declaring that 
jEtfr'ha jeeived a message from 
God bidding the coosump- 
fono ich polluting substances 
«tea iffee, tobacco products 
and .-a ihoL The doctrine was 
.fetal! inSmith’sflaofcqfR'fe- 

i the faithful obey it to- 
dsy.I>n that most American 
ft rfdri s, Coca-Cola, is anatb- 
* ejnaj i strict Mormon. 

• j.No iuiprisingty, Utah has 
feg l l a repotation for en- 
»a Hving. Though the 
/hotbea theocracy ex- 
fNfomxm church - for- 
the. Church of Jesus 
fof Latter-Day Saints - 
[over all state business; 
Jve; public polity and 
.Jissaes coincide, it is the 
t»qe. The onfy time 
L^»a|ttre overrode church 

: ^ 3Qw ^ w hen it supported 

• of Prohibition 63 

‘ t^l^Wsmfluence has, 

: a state 

■ i S«X&^ ssafea 

1 Salt Lake 

i P° pu ~ 

i^tessis 

If ctbeVihsatt 

. * i Tiis is one c 
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tion the skiing - attracting a 
steady flow of newcomers. 

Utah has for the last few 
years been struggling to shed its 
puritanical image, aware that it 
is a damper on its tourist and 
convention business. Most strik- 
ing was Salt Lake City's cam- 
paign - which finally brought 
victory last June - to be host to 
the 2002 Winter Olympics. The 
toughest challenge was con- 
vincing the selection committee 
that Utah was not nearly as 
strait-laced as the world sup- 
posed and that one myth in par- 
ticular could be disposed of: that 
it is dry. As the Olympic bid 
chairman, Frank Joklik, pro- 
nounced shortly before final se- 
lection: “If you can’t get a drink 
in Salt Lake City, you can't be 
very thirsty." 

It is true that finding a tipple 
in Sait Lake today is barely 
more difficult than anywhere 
else in America. Various laws 
have recently been amended or 
repealed so as to make it stOI 
easier. Restaurants, for exam- 
ple, are no longer forbidden, as 
they were until 1991, to serve 
wine tty the glass, or to mix 
drinks for their customers. 

The grip of the state - and 
thus the church - on alcohol 
consumption, nonetheless, re- 
mains totaL All liquor stores are 
state-owned, and giant taxes 
make private drinking expen- 
sive. A six-pack of beer in cen- 
tral Salt Lake will cost you $13 
(£8250), compared with about $6 
back Bast. Restaurants can 
serve alcohol, but food most 
account for more than 70 per 
cent of the customer’s bill. 
Technically, bars do not exist. 
Instead, drinking establish- 
ments like the Thirsty Squirrel 
have to masquerade as private 
dubs. The membership fee is 

usually about S5 - which goes 

to the state. 

Few among the minority non- 
Mormon population, at least, 
take much of this very seriously. 
On returning to our Salt Lake 
hotel, we inquire where we 
might go for a final round in the 
area. “Hang on,” the recep- 
tionist replies, “TD get you one . 
She ruffles through smne unused 

membership cards for ah the 
“chibs" in the neighbourhood 
before finding one for the “Fort 
O’ Call”, a couple of blocks 
away. “Here. You can get five 
people in on that” . 

David Usbome 
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Rag day: The last refugees to leave the camp at Guantanamo Bay celebrating yesterday 


Photograph: AP 


US spy agency 
‘mislays’ $2bn 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

The super-clandestine National 
Reconnaissance Office (NRO), 
which operates America’s spy 
satellites, has been accused of 
mislaying as much as S2bn 
(£1 .3bn) — more than an entire 
year's budget for the State De- 
partment. 

The allegation, which is cer- 
tain to bring new pressure on 
the US intelligence community 
to open itself up to more pub- 
lic scrutiny, was made by two 
senators who head the Senate 
intelligence Committee. Arlen 
Specter of Pennsylvania and 
Bob Kerrey of Nebraska. 

According to the senators, 
managers at the NRO “hud no 
idea" what had happened lo the 
money, which apparently had 
been allowed to accumulate in 
secret caches for use, allegedly, 
in the case of unexpected hitch- 
es or accidents in its satellite 
programme. 

The NRO. the very existence 
of which was denied by the US 
government until only a few 
years ago. first ran into trouble 
with Congress in 1994 when it 
spent S300m building itself a 
new headquarters in a Wash- 
ington suburb without inform- 
ing anyone on Capitol Hill. 


The errant S2bn apparently 
got lost principally because of 
the hall of mirrors that exists 
within the NRO ilself. designed 
to prevent even its own sub- 
divisions from discovering what 
the others arc doing. About 
Slbn has now been” tracked 
down and taken back from the 
NRO to pay for other military 
programmes. 

Created in i960, the NRO is 
responsible for deploying high- 
powered satellites to eavesdrop 
on other governments’ military 
movements and activities. It 
supplies the information from 
the satellites directly lo the CIA 
and the armed forces. 

Funding for the NRO is pro- 
vided from the so-called “black 
budget" of S25bn a year that is 
approved by Congress annual- 
ly but the exact purpose of 
which is never revealed. Most 
members of Congress them- 
selves have little idea where the 
money goes. 

The disappearance of the 
funds was initially uncovered by 
auditors sent to the NRO by 
John Deutch. the director of the 
CIA. While he had nominal 
control of the NRO's expendi- 
ture, until recently even he had 
little clue to its actual spending 
habits. Thai lapse is not likely 
to be repeated, however. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Jerry Siegel 


In January 1933 two Cleveland 
college beys produced the third 
issue of their magazine on the 
school mimeograph. It was 
called with all the pride and 
pomposity of youth Science Fic- 
tion, the Advance Guard of Fu- 
ture Civilisation. Hie lead story, 
written by one Herbert S. Fine 
- Jerome Siegel's latest pen 
name - and illustrated by his 


best friend, Joseph Shuster, 
“TheReij 


iign of the 


was entitled 
Superman”. 

Prophetic, yes, but the hero 
was a villain looking not 
the later bald baddie Lex 
Luthor, the bane of the long 
life of a Superman soon to 
be bom - “the world's greatest 
adventure-strip character” in 
the words of his publisher. This 
phrase, super-promotional for 
1941, illustrated the confidence 
in the character that had 
changed the company’s logo to 
“Superman DC". The DC 
stood for Detective Comics, the 
new comic book that had been 
launched with Siegel and Shus- 
ter’s first successful comic-strip 
hero, Slam Bradley. “Ace Free- 
lance Sleuth, Fighter and Ad- 
venturer”; a super-hero in every 
way save superiority of strength 
- that would come in June 
1938 with no 1 oi Action Conics. 

Jerome - forever afterwards 
Jerry - Siegel was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1914, three 
months after Joe Shuster, who 
would become his lifelong part- 
ner, was bom in Canada. In 
1931 both teenagers were at- 
tending Glenvflle High School 
and met through the school 
newspaper, the Torch. Jerry 
was writing as a would-be jour- 
nalist, Joe was drawing as a 
would-be cartoonist, and both 
were fans of the latest literary 
craze, science-fiction, which 
was burgeoning in a series of 
cheap pulp magazines (named 
after their low-quality paper) 
under the eccentric genius of 
Hugo Gemsback- 

Shuster showed Siegel his 
concept of tomorrow, a sketch 
of a city skyline filled with rock- 
et ships and entitled “World of 
Future - 1980”. Impressed, 
Siegel proposed that they put to- 


impress the syndicates- A break- 
through came in the early Thir- 
ties when a new field for 
funnies, as strips were fre- 
quently called, opened up. A mi- 
nor company reprinted some 
British comics. Funny Wonder 
and Comic Cuts-, a New York 
publisher launched the first 
comic book, Famous Funnies-, 
the Humor Company issued an 
original comic in cardboard 
covers. Detective Dan. 

Siegel and Shuster tried thou 
all, and even produced a com- 
plete 16-page comic for a local 
paper, Cleveland Shopping 
News. This would prove their 
biggest disappointment to date: 
the publisher reneged and the 
book did not see publication un- 
til 50 years later when a fan 
publisher issued it in 1984. 

Superman was bom in 
similar circumstances: an en- 
thusiastic creation that was im- 
mediately rejected They wrote 
and drew a complete 32-page 
comic starring a strong man, 
bullets bouncing off his chest, 
with the stirring caption: "A Ge- 
nius in Intellect! A Hercules in 
Strength! A Nemesis to Wrong- 
doers! The Superman!" 

The Humor Company 
tho ugh t it laughable and sent it 
back. Shuster promptly tore it 
up. 

With the arrival of a series of 
new comic books, the pair 
found more luck. They became 
regular contributors to New 
Fun (1935), and other titles 
la unc hed by Major Malcolm 
Wheeler-Nicfaolson, pioneer of 
the original comic rather than 
the usual reprint comics of the 
period Their first series was 
Henri Duval fumed Soldier of 
Fortune . soon followed by their 
first fantasy. Doctor Occult, the 
Ghost Detective, and finally Fed- 



eral Men, which they turned into 
jlished sci-fi super- 


gether their own magazine, and 
eir first issue on 


they launched their 1 
6 October 1931 This idea was 
something Siegel had already 
tried out In 1929 with an ama- 
teur production. Cosmic Stories, 
but ft was Shuster's pictures that 
made all the difference. 

They decided to combine 
their talents by creating comic 
strips for newspapers. Their 
early attempts were solidly 
linked to their hobby of sci-fi, 
and ranged through titles like 
The Inter-Planetary Policy and 
Sieve Walsh, Scientific Adventurer 
Extraordinary. They all failed to 


their first pub! . 

strip. Federal Men of Tomorrow. 

Hearing that a new strip was 
required for the first issue of.4c- 
tion Comics, they dusted off 
their Superman concept yet 
again. Every syndicate in the 
book had rejected it. The com- 
ic publisher did not care for it 
either, but his young editor 
Sheldon Mayer thought it great 
Although history recorded that 
Mayer himself cut and pasted 
their daily strips into a 13-page 
feature, a story innocently re- 
peated in my International Book 
of Comics (1985), Jerry Siegel 
wrote to tell me this was not so. 
“Joe and I cut and pasted the 
strips, and Joe’s brother Frank 
assisted too. This was done at 
Cleveland at Joe’s residence. I 
planned out the 13 pages and 
wrote any script changes I 
deemed necessary, while Joe 
created several new drawings, 
the brand new cover, and 


Superman drawn by Joe Shuster In 1941. Siegel and Schuster created their comic-strip hero in 1333 


created the Superman logo.” 

This logo has remained vir- 
tually unchanged since that 
first appearance. I corrected the 
legend in my second edition. 

The history of the American 
comic book was changed for all 
time by the ddbut of Superman. 
Within months similar super- 
heroes sprang into life in dozens 
of new titles by as many new 
publishers. Siegel’s newspaper 
strip was taken up by the Mc- 
Clure Syndicate, a radio serial 
was launched, Max Fleischer 
began perhaps the finest ani- 
mated cartoon series ever, Co- 
lumbia Pictures produced two 
film serials, there was a hard- 
back novel, and many more 
comic books. In time, Superman 
would enter television, both 
live action and animated, and 
finally the higher echelons of 
cinema with four of the world’s 
top money-making films. 


None of this did Siegel and 
Shuster much good. They had 
Sold their first 13-page strip for 
$10 a page, a fee which includ- 
ed all rights. They also won a 10- 
year contract guaranteeing 
them $500 for each 13-page 


strig they produced, together 


with a tiny percentage of the 
early merchandising, but the last 
straw was Superboy, based on 
the life of Superman as a 
teenager. This spin-off was not 
credited to them. They sued 
their publisher in 1947 and 
were eventually awarded 
$100,000 compensation. In ad- 
dition their publisher gave them 
the sack. 

Siegel came back in 194S with 
Funnyman, a humorous ver- 
sion of Superman, bat it was no 
great shakes despite a suj 


but after 12 years in the courts 
their claim was dismissed. 

When the first Superman 
super-movie went into produc- 
tion in 1976, they tried once 
more, making their copyright 
claims public together with 
their monetary distress. This 
time they were lucky: the own- 
ers settled out of court giving 
them $20,000 a year for life, phis 
restoring their creators' credits 
to the strips. Sbusler, virtually 
blind, died in 1992. Victims of 
wicked publishing practices, 
Siegel and Shuster wflJ always 
be remembered , particularly by 
comic fans, an ever-growing 
sector of the world's population. 

Denis Gifford 


great snakes despite a sup- 
portive newroaper strip. In 1963 
Siegel and Shuster tried to re- 
gain their rights in Superman, 


Jerome Siegel cartoon writer 
bom Cleveland, Ohio 17 Octo- 
ber 1914; married (one son, one 
daughter); died Los Angeles 30 
January 1996. 


Dan Duva 


Dan Duva was the driving force 
behind his family’s boxing pro- 
mo tionai and management 
company, Main Events Inc. 

He was an uncontroversial 
figure who ran what was, by box- 
ing's standards, an uncompli- 
cated business. He could be 
cold, remote and un dramatic, 
especially in comparison to his 
two great American rivals Bob 
Arum and Don King, but he was 
an organised, competent man 
whose fighters stayed with him. 
And that, in boxing, is rare, 

Evander Hotyfield, the for- 
mer undisputed world heavy- 
weight champion, promoted by 
Main Events throughout his 
11 -year career, described Dan 
Duva as “a great friend". 

He could be aggressive and 
forthright, but he was also a 


pragmatist In 1986 he launched 
a verbal assault on Don King in 
the New York Daily News, call- 
ing him a “sleazebag” and a 
“strong-arm man". But that 
didn't stop him working with 
King when he felt it advanta- 
geous to do so, as in the cele- 
brated fight between the Main 
Events star Fern ell Whitaker 
and Julio Cesar Chavez, who is 
promoted by King, in 1993. It 
drew almost 60,000 people to 
the San Antonio Alamodome 
and made a fortune for both 
fighters and promoters. 

He cut a contrasting figure to 
his father Lou, a gregarious, 
larger-than-life character who 
enjoys being compared to car- 
toon figure Barney Rubble and 
has been involved in boxing 
most of his life. Dan Duva 


came into it via the Seton Hall 
School of Law and a law prac- 
tice which he operated from 
1976 to 1980. Whereas he 
would work hard to negotiate 
business advantages for his 
company and its fighters, Lou 
Duva often took a more direct 
i. Once, when he spot- 


l HotyfielcTs forthcoming op- 
ponent Buster Douglas, a 
known junkfood freak, sitting 
eating a pizza in a sauna, Lou 
secretly sent him an extra one. 
Douglas went into the fight 
spectacularly unfit and was 
knocked out quickly. Together, 
Dan and Lou Duva were a 
brilliant team. 

Main Events dabbled in box- 
ing in the late 1970s, promot- 
ing shows at Toiowa, New 
Jersey, and earning television 


backing for a series called To- 
morrow's Champions. However, 
it was in 1981 that they devel- 
oped from minor success to ma- 
jor player when they promoted 
the superfight between Sugar 
Ray Leonard and Thomas 
Hearns in Las Vegas and 
launched pay-per-view TV. 

In 1984 they signed almost all 
of the US Olympic boxing team, 
most importantly Hotyfield, 
Whitaker, Meldrick Taylor and 
Mark Breland. All four be- 
came world professional cham- 
pions. Hotyfield went on to 
gross more than SlOOm. 

Altogether Dan Duva and his 
organisation promoted or co- 
promoted more than 100 world- 
title fights, and in (he 1990s were 
instrumental in the rise of 
Lennox Lewis. More than that. 



Duva: a pragmatist 


Duva was acknowledged as one 
of the major boxing promoters 
of his time. 


Bob Mee 


Dan Duva, boxing promoter, 
bom 1951 ; married (one son, two 
daughters); died New York 30 
January 1996. 
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Terence Reese 


Terence Reese was the most fa- 
mous name in British bridge- He 
was the author or co-author of 
some 90 bookson the game, the 
bridge correspondent of the 
London Evening Standard from 
1981 and of the Observer from 
1950. Perhaps his most ac- 
claimed book was Reese on 
Play (1948), a classic which 
made nk reputation as a wnter. 

In the course of his tourna- 
ment career he was in the 
winning British teams in four 


WUUltug - t . 

European . 

World 


(1948, 1949, 1954 
the Bermuda Bowl .... — 
Championship in 1965, as well 
as representing Britain on many 
other occasions. Domestically, 

. • «.i l. 


team (the premier British team 
event) no fewer than eight 
times - a record only surpassed 
by bis partner Boris Schapiro. 

Reese was brought up with 
cards. His parents first met at 
a whist drive and at the age of 
three, before he could read, he 
became addicted to beggar- 
my-neighbour. When he was 
seven he was introduced to 
Auction Bridge (Contract 
Bridge - now the only bridge 
gam e universally played, and 
simply referred to as Bridge - 
did not appear for. another five 
years) but, he said, at that age 
13 cards were difficult to han- 
dle and he had to retire behind 
a cushion to sort his hand. 

He was educated at Bradfield 
College, where he gained his 
colours in cricket and football 
and - an all-rounder - won the 
top classical scholarship to New 
College, Oxford, By now, with 
Contract Bridge having over- 
taken the old Auction game, be 
first came to the public eye in 
1935 when he captained the 
winning Oxford t eam in the in- 
augural Vfcrsities match, de- 
feating a Cambridge side led by 
Iain Madeod, the future politi- 
cian, by a comfortable margin. 

On coming down from Ox- 
ford he look up a traineeship at 
Harrods but this did not last 
long. In 1936 he left to become 
a professional bridge player 
and writer. 

The war years saw him serv- 
ing in Air Raid Precautions and 
bridge was restricted to the oc- 
casional rubber. Once, while 
playing at Crockfords, the dub, 
there was a loud explosion 
nearby. A member rushed in 
with the news, “My God! They 


have got the War Officer Flay- 
ing another card from dummy, 
Reese observed laconically, 
“Nat intentionally, surety.” 

After the war Reese found- 
ed the Tournament Bridge 
Association, a commercial en- 
terprise bat one which had the 
effect of giving the tournament 
game a sound footing before 
control was passed over to the 
present organising bodies, the 1 
English Bridge Union and the 
British Bridge League. 

The year 1965 saw the biggest 
scandal that the bridge world 
has known. After winning the 
European Championships in 
Baden-Baden the previous year 
by a record margin, the British 
team (including Reese and 
Schapiro) qualified , for the 
Bermuda Bowl World Cham- 
pionships in Buenos Aires. In 
the course of the event the 
British pair were accused of 
cheating by illicit signalling of 
the number of hearts that their 
hand contained. With their ac- 
cusers including the British 
non-playing captain, - the 
remaining matches were con- 
ceded and the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Bridge 
Federation judged the pair to be 
guilty. They passed the matter 
over to the British Bridge 
League to decide on an appro- 

f riate punishment But the 
BL decided to conduct their 
own independent investigation. 

A full tribunal, headed by Sir 
John Foster and General Lord 
Bourne, was set up with both 
sides represented by solicitors 
and leading barristers. The af- 
fair dragged on for some 19 
months spread over about 60 
sessions. As neither Foster nor 
Bourne had any pretensions to 


team in the] 

OnshipSrthe Creder 
mittee decided that- was 
unacceptable. One .their 

C uds was that “Ms 4 * 5 — 
been contrary to i 
of the game”. They pj) 
been referring to t aild 

, J in SStSL 

(1980), but as this watawel 
(co-authored by JereriSmt) 
and set far fo thefiitureAoo 
section seemed tenuoiAfter 
an interval, both Rem and 
Schapiro resumed 
□ament careers L_ 
played in partnership . 

When interviewed 
Reese was asked i 
bad his life again, hei 
followed the same] 

are some int 

dons,” he replied. 
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pie, 1 possess the .,if! 
capacity to have donei 
law. On the other haiad^i 
sicalty indolent said 1 r 
I would have done the! 


being expert players, each side 
chose an “independe 


_Jependent” assesr 

sor to weigh up the technical ev- 
idence. What can I say, as the 
assessor chosen by Tference and 
Boris? The visual evidence of 
finger signalling was seeming- 
ly convincing but in no way did 
the fully documented records of 
the bidding and play confirm (he 
allegations. They were consis- 
tent with the performance of a 
top-class pair playing distinct- 
ly out of form. The verdict of the 
tribunal was “Not Guilty". 

The Work! Bridge Federation 
was not happy with this decision 
and when, much later, Reese 
was suggested as the non- 
playing captain of a British 


he might have aduevedfhe 
had been a hard worker.- i 


F-. 


Terence] 
public appearance aftfie 
Macallan International kks 
in London last weekf iter 
co mm enting upon the aoEsaf 
the younger general of 
bridge players, he atteikift&fi 
formal dosing dinner -a kt- 
tie affair- wearing^ cfiectfurt 
and a sports ja&et N&fy 
minded, or was snrprisef Af- 
ter returning home to Hi£« 
died the following trigfttr ' 

Alak'jm 
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John Terence Reese, writ and 
bridge pfayer bom 28 AugtfiHJ; 
married 1970 Alwyn , 
died Hove c27Tariuary) 


Tracey Chadwell 
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The soprano Tracey OiadweB 
was one of the best artists of her 
generation, yet was robbed of 
the chance Of international 
ition her gifts deserved, 
met her at an English 
Song course I was giving at 
Snapc in Suffolk when she was 
an outstanding student, having 
recently graduated from the 
Guildhall School of Music in 
1981, with flying colours. Her 
strikingly beautiful, agile voice, 
effortless musicianship and gift 
for communication augured 
well for a bright future. 

She won several important 
competitions, including the 
1986 GKN English Song Award 
and the Soprano Prize of the 
Great Grimsby International 
Singing Competition, and was 
successful in being chosen for 
schemes for young artists, sucb 
as the Park Lane Group's series. 
For a few years, from 1982 to 
1985, the BBC Singers gave her 
a stable base on which to build 
her solo career. Regular orato- 
rio and broadcast engagements 
followed, including work with 
the Bach Choir, the BBC Wilsh 
Symphony Orchestra, the Eng- 
lish Chamber Orchestra and ap- 
pearances with the BBC 


Symphony Orchestra which in- 
cluded singing at the Proms con- 
certs. Amongst her recorded 
work was Rawsthorae’s Second 
Symphony with the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Songs 
for Voice and Harp by Edmund 
Rubbra, and Songs by Thomas 
Pitfield. 

Always interested in new 
music, she developed relation- 
ships with composes sucb as the 
late Elizabeth Maconchy, Nico- 
la Lefanu, David Lumsdaine 
and Gillian Whitehead, and 
promoted their work with en- 
ergy and enthusiasm. In 1993 
she toured New Zealand and 
gave the first performance of 
Gillian Whitebead’sAiva Herea. 
She made fruitful contacts in 
New Zealand, and a third 
antipodean tour was being 
planned. 

Her career was, inevitably, 
badly affected by her battle 
against leukaemia, diagnosed in 
1990, at a time when her career 
was crucially poised between the 
stages of “young” and “estab- 
lished” performer. However it 
was impossible to think of her 
as a ‘Victim’* - her complete ab- 
sence of self-pity and senti- 
mentality dispelled any such 


thoughts. Through tty] 
months of treatment i _ 
ods of hospitalisation, p’M- 
filled as many engaged® as 
she was able. After tWbope 
marrow transplants ^ap- 
peared to have made amac- 
ulous recovery, and resated her 
career with imdimiiiisnlzsSL 
She made a first comeSiap- 
pearance at a recital at e Wg: 
more Hall in London injiduafy 
1994, with her lone-tre ac- 
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then in April of the.! 
appeared at the Roy 
Hall singing Britten's 
minations with the ieisier 
String Orchestra. jV’ 

To mourn a younjr-col- 
league cut off in nudraeer is 
particularly poignantjBacey 
GbadweU was not p a fine 
singer, and devoted! 



qualities, put to a hater, test 
than most people havmbesr, 


i an most] 

were of heroic projKtkffls, 
and provided an insping ex- 
ample of true professiniKan. 
and generosity of spuj 

Jasel 


strain? 

train... 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


DOWNS: lb Carol (rate Fox) and Nick, 
a son. Jack, on 31 Januaty. 


DEATHS 


HART: Jane i (Jan) nee Fyvic, of Car- 
nSWLA 


Ohnc Terrace, London SWL After a 
bog Abes. died peacefully on 29 Jan- 
uary 1996. Funeral service oo Tues- 


day 6 February at Putney Vale 
Crematorium at 1.45pm. Flora trib- 


utes, please, to Ernest Lamer & 
, Fbneral Directors. 24 6 Upper 


Son, ,iw,m — ™ — (* ! ■ . ■ 

PifhmnnH RnatL Putney, by 12 noon. 


Announcements for Gazette BIkT' 115, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent In writing to tbe Gazette Edltocv 
The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Ca- 
may Wharf, London E14 5DL, trie- 
phoned to 0171-293 3011 or Cued to 
0171-293 2010, and are charged at JE&59 
a line (VAT earn). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

oisctkkTSiji' ItrUrauOcr of LoLitaw 
« ihc ttaa! Albert HA Undue SW7.7V Date 
“ft™, ft emtem. anends die En tja ccrki g Oum- 

caw iiwiftf^^ | jiggji Hipuf f g| ihc Iasi bitton 

of &a Ei^hiech, LraJco SW1. 


Changing of the Guard 


Tbe Hmuchold Cwaln Mounted 
trtUIcuaanii 



n»*»o tte Ouccn', LUc them] u Hon* i 

llam; ihmfoq trail Gnanll mount! tbe 

1 rr — — i rdei 11 Hhm 

1««1 provided t, 


^CORR ECTION: The picture which 
■“ompanidd the obituary of the 
:etcr Ibmmy MltdidI (30 Janu- 
.• ! not of him but of his son, 
im, who also played for Derbyshire. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Anniversaries 


Dr N. M- Henstridge 
and DrC-E. Malone 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Mark, son of (he Rev EJ. and 
Mrs Henstridge, of EJstead, Surrey, 
and Catherine, daughter or Mr G JEL 
Malone and Mis O. Malone. 


Birthdays 

Lord Abernetby, a Senator of tbe 
CoDege of Justice in Scotland. 58; Dr 
Christopher Barncti, Headmaster, 

Whitgift School. Croydon, 43; Sir 
Kenneth Bond, former vice- 
chairman, GEC. 76; Sir Peter Grill, 
judge. Court of Appeal of Jersey and 
Guernsey, 72; Mrs Josceltne Oim- 
bleby, cookery writer, 53; Professor 
Sir Sam Edwards, physicist, 68; The 
Very Rev Eric Evans. Dean of St 
Paul’s. 68; Mr Don Everly, rock 
singer, 59; Sir Douglas Had Bt, for- 
mer overseas governor, 87; Hflde- 
garde (Miss HDdegaide Sell), singer 
and actress, 90; Sir Gordon Hobday, 
former Chancellor. Nottingham Uni- 
versity, SO; Mr Adam Ingram MB 49; 
Professor Douglas Johnson, writer 
and historian of loanee. 71; Sir 
Maurice Laigg, life president, John 
Laing pic, 78; Mrs Virginia Leng, 
tbrec-day-eveniet,4I; Mr John Don- 
ald McCall, former chairman. Con- 
solidated Gold Fields, 85; Sir Stanley 
Matthews, footballer. 81; Sir John 
Nott, former chairman and chief ex- 
ccurivcof Lazards,64; Professor Sir 
Mark Richmond, head of research. 
Glam Holdings, 65; Mr Peter Sallis, 
actor, 75; Mr Andrew Smith MP, 45; 
Dame Muriel Spark, writer, 78; Sir 
Peter Tapsetl ME 66; Miss Renata 
Tebaldi, operatic soprano, 74; Mr 
Boris Yeluin, President of tbe 
Russian Federation, 65. 


Births: Sir Edward Coke, Lord Chief 
Justice and author, 1552; John Philip 
Kemble, actor, 1757; Dame Clara 
Ellen Bun, coacraJlo singer, 1872; 
John Ford (Sean Aktysius OTcama), 
film detector, 1895; William Cork 
Gable, actor, 1901. Deaths; Real 
Descartes, scientist and philosopher, 
1650; John Lemprifere. classical 
scholar, 1824; Mary WoDstonecraft 
Shelley (Godwin), author ot Franken- 
stein, 1851; Piet Mondrian, abstract 
painter, 1944; Buster (Joseph Fran- 
cis) Keaton, comedian, 1966. On this 
day; tbe first meeting of the US 
Supreme Court took place, 1790; 
Mount Etna, Sicily, began violent 
eruptions, 1865; the first volume of 
the Oxford English Dictionary was 
published. 1884; the first British 
labour exchanges opened, 1910; 
dothes rationing ended in Britain, 
1949; in Sao Paolo, Brazil, 220 peo- 
ple died in a fire which raged in an 
office block, 1974. Today is tbe Feast 


Professor Simon Lee, "Sir Thomas 
More; tbe 500th anniversary of his 
admission to Lincoln's Inn”. 6pm. 
Loudon School of Economics, Lon- 
don WC2: Professor Denis Kessler, 
“The Economics of Intergenera- 
tional Transfers", 530pm. 

Oxford Amnesty Lecture. Sheldon- 
ian Theatre, Oxford: She re Hite, 
“Women’s \bices. Women's Rights ”, 
6pm. 


Luncheons 

HM Government 

Mr Ian Lang MP. President of the 
Board of Trade, was the host at a lun- 
cheon held yesterday at Lancaster 
House, London SW1, in honour of 
Mr Aleksei Bolshakov, Deputy Prime 
Minister of tbe Russian Federation. 


Day of St Bride or Brigid of Kildare, 
.t John o ‘ 


St Henry Morse, St John of the Grat- 
ing, St Pionius, St Seiriol and St Sige- 
bert HI of Austrasia. 


Lectnres 


National Gallery: Kathleen Adler, 
“Picasso 6): Picasso and the Notional 
Gallery", 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Aman- 
da Fielding. '’20th-century Furni- 
ture (i)”. 230pm. 

Hite Gallery: Michael Grossbard, 
“Ideas as Objects; a legacy of 
Duchamp”, lpm. 

British Museum: Nicola Douck, 
“Yuya and Thya”, 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Frances 
Botzeflo. “Powder and Paine women 
artists in the 18tb century”, 1.10pm. 
Gresham College, (hckl in the Old 
Hall. Lincoln’s Inn, London WCZ): 


Dinners 

Ministry of Defence 
Mr Michael ftortiHo MP, Secretary of 
State for Defence, was tbe host at a 
dinner held yesterday evening at the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, London 
SW3, to mark the retirement of 
Field Marshal Sir Richard Vincent 
as Chairman of the Nalo Military 
Committee. 


Schools 


Francis Holland School 
(Graham Terrace) 

The biennial Old Girls' fttny for the 
School Birthday of Francis Holland 
School will he held on Thursday 29 
February from 6pm. at the school 
Any Old Girl who boa not received 
aa invitation is asked to get in touch 

with the school to make sure Ibc reg- 
ister is accurate. Please reply to 
Fronds Holland School, 39 Gra- 
ham Terrace, London SW1W 8JF, 
telephone 0171-730 2971. 


Claim after 18 years was unreasonab 


Biggs t Somerset County Council; 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Neill. Lord Justice Auld and Sir 
lain Glidewell); 26 January 1996 


LAW REPORT 

« 


1 February 1996 



It was not reasonable fora part- 
rime worker to bring a daini for 
unfair dismissal 18 years after 
she was sacked, even though at 
the time sucb a claim was 
barred under the UK law then 
in force, and that UK law had 
only recently been amended to 
bring it in line with European 
anti-discrimination law. Had 
she known, the applicant could 
have relied on the European 
law at the time. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by Mary 
Biggs and affirmed the decision 
of the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal ([1995] ICR 81 1) up- 
hold ingthe ruling of an indus- 
trial tribunal that her unfair 
dismissal complaint against 
Somerset County Council had 
been brought out of time. 
James Goudic QC (Bindmm <£ Ptn) 
for Mrs Biggs; Da\id Ptmruck QC and 
Paul Golding ( Andrew North, 
Taunton ) for Somerset 


in employment law: the provi- 


conditkms in UK i 
that time were ineffective , 
to her claim by reason. of t 
compatibility with art H9- 


sions of the Employment Pro- 
olidation) 


Lord Justice Noll said that in 
R v Secretary of State for Em- 
ployment , ex p Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission [1995] 1 AC 
I at 31, (the EOC case) the 
House of Lords made two de- 
clarations of great significance 


lection (Consolidation) Act 
1978, whereby employees 
working fewer than 16 hours 
per week were subject to dif- 
ferent conditions in respect of 
1) qualification for redundan- 
cy pay, and 2) the right to com- 
pensation for unfair dismissal, 
from those applying to em- 
ployees working 16 hours or 
more per week, were incom- 
patible with article 119 of the 
EEC Treaty and Council Di- 
rectives 75/117/EEC and 
76/207/EEC. 

Mrs Biggs was employed by 
Somerset is 1975 as a part-time 
science teacher working 14 
hours per week. On 31 August 
1976 she was dismissed. At 
that time, the right not to be un- 
fairly dismissed, under para 4 
of Schedule 1 to the Ttede 
Union and Labour Relations' 
Act 1974, did not apply to con- 
tract of employment for less 
than 21 hours weekly, see 
Schedule 1, para 9(l)(f). The 
comparable provisions of 
the 1974 Act were now in 
Schedule 13 of the 1978 Act 

The House of Lards an- 
nounced its decision in the 
EOC case on 3 March 1994. 


Mrs Biggs's unfair dismissal 
claim was lodged on 1 June 
1994. The normal three-month 
time limit for daims under 
section 67(2) of the 1978 Act 
was the same as in Schedule 1 
to the 1974 Act- 
Section 67(2) provided that 
a tribunal U shau not consider" 
a complaint unless it was pre- 
sented within the three-month 
time limit “or wi thin such fur- 
ther period as the tribunal 
considers reasonable in a case 
where it is satisfied that it was 
not reasonably practicable for 





the complaint to be presented* 
i three months. 


within . 

The tribunal’s chairman 
found it bad not been reason- 
ably practicable for Mrs Biggs 
to present her claim within 
three months because of the 
statutory provisions excluding 
part-time employees from 
bringing such daims. But he did 
not consider a “further period” 
of IS years to be “reasonable”. 
In the Employment Appeal 
Tribunal Mr Justice Mummery 
concluded: 

It was possible by virtue of tbe de- 
eislon in Deframe v Sabena 11976} 
ICR 547 ... for ihe applicant to ^pre- 
sent her complaint . ■ . within three 
months of heir being rfkmigwf anti 
to argue then that the qualifying 


His Lordship agree*] 
Biggs’s mistake as to ’ 
rights were was a m 
law, not fact. The de 
the EOC case wasd 
ofwbatthelawhadl 
tbe primacy oft 
was established by sec 
the European Cbtmntfifnes 
Ad 1972. .. 1 - 

Accordingly, since 1 liwaJy 
1973, and certainly sinci He j 

cision of the European phrt 
in Defhenne v Sabena, ttwje had 
been no legal in^pedimeill pri^ ; 
ventin g someone claiming 
have been unfairly dismiss* 
from arguing. that the rwtnc-l 
tion on claims by part-tqn^ 
workers was indirectly^ 
discriminatory. . 

The fact that it, was not un-f 

til 3 Marda 1994 ttet the House - 

of Lords declared the thresh- r 
old provisions in the 1978 Act f 
to be discriminatory could not 
be used to argue that it wa&notk, 
"reasonably practicable’'' 1 
then to present a claim wfthirft 5 
the time limit 
For these and other reasqnsf 
the appeal should be dismissed. I 
Lord Justice AnM and Sir | 
Inin Glidewell concurred. ^ 






Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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V17hen he dies, Mike Hoyland 

▼ T wdl be placed in a coffin 
colour of Liverpool 
Football Club. He will be carried 
~>ng in a horse-drawn carriage to 
Liverpool's Catholic Cathedral, 
where he hopes a Requiem Mass 
will be celebrated by a priest 
wearing a red and white scarf 
around his neck. 

As he is carried out of the 
church by his friends - he is real- 
istic enough to accept that Liver- 
pool s back four will probably not 
be available - the tune to Match 
of the Day will be playing. 

Friends in football kit wiD aitend 
a wake at a local pub, at which sev- 
eral hundred pounds will have 
. been placed behind Lhe bar. The 
instructions for the funeral, which 
• have been given to his solicitor, 
include the codicil that anyone 
caught ciying must buy a round of 
drinks. 

Mr Hoyland is one of the many 
people who don’t want their 
funeral to be a miserable affair, 
but he is one of the few who have 
actually planned it. The othere - 
the vast majority of us - will have 
the arrangements made by 
funeral directors who mean well 
but know nothing about our per- 
sonalities or life-long wishes. 

Responsibility for our last jour- 
ney will probably be given over at 
the last minute by grieving rela- 
tives, whose suffering will be made 
worse by the subsequent imper- 
sonal ceremony at a dull church 
or office-like crematorium, by the 
lack of warmth, by the absence of 
any form of celebration for the life 
Lhat went before the death. 

“Thai’s not for me," says Mr 
Hoyland. 34, a businessman from 
Leicester. “I want my friends to 
remember the good things and the 
fact that I enjoy life. Everyone says 
Lhat, but how many do anything 
about it?” 

Well, until this week, almost 
nobody. But then the publication 
of the morbidly named Dead Cit- 
izen’s Charter, by a think-tank 
called the National Funerals Col- 
lege, was followed by the opening 
of the country’s first funerary 
supermarket - based loosely on 
the French supermareftt * du mort 

at which cu [-price caskets in 
chipboard and cardboard rub 
shoulders with coffins that double 
up as bookcases and wine racks. 
Suddenly, fun funerals, DIY 
funerals and cheap funerals are 
on our doorstep. 

' Lord Young of Dartington, the 
founder of the National Funerals 
College, explains: “People are 
entitled to the funeral they have 
chosen and to one that helps their 
loved ones to deal with their loss." 


Lord Young has come up with 
a -4-point plan to guarantee the 
rights of all those involved - 
even, or perhaps especially, the 
dead. 

The right to information is per- 
haps the most important of their 
demands, given that a Consumers’ 
Association survey recently found 
that one-third of funeral directors 
failed to provide estimates before 
hitting bereaved people with bills 
averaging £1,015 for a burial and 
£8S8 for cremation. 

But funeral directors may not be 
the villains of the peace. The col- 
lege and the National Association 
of Funeral Directors fNAFD) are 
more concerned about the way that 
local authorities, the owners of 
cemeteries and crematoria, treat 
bereaved families. Charges for 
burials are spiralling and cremation 
services in some areas are being 
limited to 20 minutes. 

A survey by the NAFD. pub- 
lished here for the first time, 
shows enormous regional varia- 
tions in the cost of being buried 
(see table). Graves in some parts 
of Wales cost as little as £90, 
whereas in London, the same size 
plot can set you back £1.800. Cre- 
mation, which 70 per cent of us 
now prefer, varies in cost from £80 
to £250, depending on Lhe region. 

“I know funeral directors are 
often portrayed in a bad lighL, but 
our survey shows that local author- 
ities’ charges are increasing at an 
exorbitant rate," says Maty Stuart, 
the NAFD’s spokeswoman. 

“Since 1992, our members' rates 
have increased at about 8 per cent 


Church fights 
price war 

The Church of England may be 
losing its gip on the deaths of the 
ration. The Church Commission- 
ers set a fee of £57 for funeral 
services. The priest gets £31. The 
rest goes to the parochial church 
council. 

These fees have risen by more 
than 90 per cent m the past three 
years as part of the Church Com- 
missioners’ drive to recover from 
losses on property speculation in 
the Eighties. Now, unscrupulous 
undertakers are accused of using 
retired clergy to conduct cheaper 
services. The Rev Tom Ambrose, 
of tiie diocese of Ely; says that “a 
stiff letter*' was sent to retired 
clergy in the diocese recently. 
Some crematoria were paying 
retired clergy as much as £200 
a day, according to Mr Ambrose. 


per year on average, while 
increases for the local authorities’ 
side of the fees - crematoria, 
gravediggers, plots - range from 
12J5per cent in Yorkshire to 
almost 95 per cent in the north of 
England." 

There is a capacity crisis in most 
graveyards, whiro means that coun- 
cils are exploring radical options to 
meet demand, such as reusing old 
graves. The National Funerals 
College believes that councils are 
under pressure from the Govern- 
ment to become self-financing. II 
crematoria are privatised, charges 
could increase further. 

All of which may bring a smile 
to the face of Sam Weller, who 
today opens the country’s first 
funerary supermarket. Regale, in 
a former Co-op store in east Lon- 
don. He believes that he can cut 
about £200 from the cost of the 
average funeral. 

Customers, who are greeted by 
cheery lights and staff under 
orders not to wear black, can 
shop for coffins, flowers, grave- 
stones, even tools to tidy the 
grave, before banding over the 
arrangements to Mr Weller or an 
undertaker of their choice. “They 
can put a coffin in the back of 
their car and drive off if they 
want." he says. 

His prices - coffins from £134 
to the bookshelf-cum-casket at 
£1,304 - are invariably cheaper 
than their counterparts ordered 
unseen from undertakers. 

Mr Weller explains what led 
him into the business: “I was 
astonished at the lack of choice or 
consideration for the consumer. 
This was an industry stuck in Vic- 
torian times. Were trying to brine 
it up to date in a way that ian 
tasteless." 

Mr Weller's interest is N 
commercial Lord Young s is \ 
loftier, almost political. But \ 
both lead in the same direction: 
more consumer choice over how 
we deal with death. Yet even that 
is unlikely to cure the discom- 
forting afreet of many funerals: 
the gaps they expose in the fabric 
of the modern family. 

Mary Stuart, of the Association 
of Funeral Directors, says: “Very 
few people recognise the reli- 
gious side of funerals these days. 
That coupled with the fact that 
more people move away from 
their original roots, means that 
very few funerals are attended by 
more than just the immediate 
relatives and a few friends." 

You can have your jazz band, 
and your coffin dan be pulled by 
a team of huskies, but even that 
is unlikely to make sure the 
church is foil. 


Mm 







mm 






JVM. 


Population (m) 55 

Funerals per year 625,000 
Cremation rate 70% 
Funeral cost (avg) £750 
Funeral companies 3,500 


Belgium 

Germany 

Italy 

Spain 

USA 

10 

81 

58 

40 

280 

100,000 

800.000 

530,000 

350,000 

2,286,000 

26% 

East 70% 
west 30% 

1.5-2% 

3% 

20% 

£997 

£1,329 

EL329 

£798 

£3.057 

1,500 

3,400-4,000 3.000 

3,000 

24.000 


Ownership of 
cemeteries 


All 

municipal 


60% 

private 

40% 

municipal 


All 

municipal 


All 

municipal 


Most 

municipal 


Most 

privately 

owned 


? in England and Wales ; : 

Total Over % . 

deaths 75yrs oTtot^ - 

5 1900 483.247 69.697 14 > 

'*1910 587,830 69,201 12 . .. . 

: 1920 466,130 79.081 17 

i 1930 455,427 111,900 25 •/: 

: 1940 581,537 151.920 26 
^ 1950 510,301 193,283 38 . .. 

•’1960 526,268 226,104 43 
1970 575,194 253,682 44 • •; 

' 1980 581,385 288.614 50 
1990 564,846 325,542 58 . •“ gma WBE si 

'1994 551.455 326.270 59 ■ ftgggHgl&S 


Vf - Cost per region by burial and cremation 


Area tuner 

London 

*v • . 

Western counties 
Eastern counties 
Scotland 
Midlands . 
S&SW Wales 
Yorkshire 
Chesh!re/N Wales 
Comwall/Devon 


funeral directors' costs 
£660 


burial 

cremation %cremated/buned 


£580 

£295 

75/25 

16,000- 

£450 

£360 

72/28 

’14,000 

£450 

£475 

72/28 

12,000 

£375 

£425 

57/43 

-10.000 

£550 

£315 . 

80/20 

i 8,000 

£380 

£325 

63/37 ... 

6.000 

£440 

£365 

80/20 

. 4,000 

£320 

£300 

80/20 

2,000 

£450 

£400 

7030 

0 


of long-term care 

number of elderly ( 1 . 000 s) 
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1995 2005 2015 2025 2035 2045 2055 
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Plane strain? 
Go by train... 

Now, everyone agrees our MPs 
are vastly underpaid and 
deserve far more for their 
arduous workload. And here’s 
a good example of just the sort 
of work that we pay them for. 

The MP for Workington, 
Dale Campbell-Savours, has 


u-ivi'ulbll 



1 ;Pale: underground rumble 


j garnered the support of 11 col- 

leagues, including the former 
-transport minister Peter Bot- 
,tomley, for an Early Day 
^ - Motion castigating London 
; -TJndergTmind over its ticket- 
> selling arrangements at 
Heathrow and the bad impres- 
-! -'Sion these necessarily make on 




~ titfuaer 

i 

,, | fv mfir >!, 
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visitors to the United Kingdom. 

But is it really visitors to the 
UK that Mr Campbell-Savours 
is concerned about; or is it Mr 
Campbell-Savours? Fbqget all 
the gpff at the eud of this very 
long motion about the 
“appalling service ... providing 
the first experience of the 
United Kingdom" for foreign 
visitors. The sunnier dimes 
lhe MP for Workington is 
really referring to are dearly 
those of Workington. 

He states: “This House 
notes the extraordinary arran- 
gements for the sale of under- 
ground tickets at London 
Heathrow; notes travellers 
from Manchester to London, 
including the honourable 
member for Workington, fre- 
quently spend more time wait- 
ing in a long, winding queue to 
buy an underground ticket 
than they do on the aircraft 
flying...." 

To which one replies, (a) 
come off it, (b) we all have to 
queue from time to time with- 
out provoking a parliamen- 
tary debate and (c), how very 
interesting to learn that our 
elected representatives find it 
necessary to fly from Man- 
chester at great expense when 
there is an InterGty train ser- 
vice that would get them to 
Westminster in pretty much 
the same time. 

Now there's a good subject 
for debate. 
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Clinton snubs 
lilac fairy 

The fascinating BBC fly-on- 
the-wall series on the Royal 
Opera House missed a little 
nugget this week when it 
showed the Royal Ballet com- 
pany meeting President Clin- 
ton in Washington. Unre- 
corded by the cameras was the 
encounter between Mr C and 
the delightful ballerina Fiona 
Chadwick. 

Having read np on the polit- 
ical and sexual scandals beset- 
ting Clinton at the time. Miss 
Chadwick told a bemused pres- 
ident in front of his even more 
bemused First Lady that he 
needed a lilac fairy, the dis- 
penser of good fortxme in Sleep- 
ing Beauty. Clinton looked none 
the wiser. Sadly, any lilac 
fairies hovering over the con- 
versation picked the wrong 
target. Clinton remains in 
office. Miss Chadwick’s con- 
tract was unexpectedly termi- 
nated at the end of the season. 


Observer man 
ups stakes 

The editor of the Observer has 
a problem. His staff. They exas- 
perate him; and what is a poor 
boy to do? Andrew Jaspan, 
current holder of the top job at 
the troubled newspaper has 
reacted in unusual fashion. He 
has decided to moan about his 
bolshie journalists, not to their 
faces nor to his board, but to 


the readers of another news- 
paper 400 miles from the 
Obsenvfs base, but well within 
the sights of the eye of the 
eagle. 

Interviewed in Scotland on 
Sunday, which he used to edit 
in happier times, an emotional 
Jaspan gives the following ciy 
for help. 

“ *But what do I do?’ asks 
Jaspan with exasperation. *1 
can’t just go out into the news- 
room and say, right, from 
tomorrow there wQJ be no more 
factions. Over a period of time 
I have to demonstrate to peo- 
ple that there are other ways to 
work, that they have to play as 
a team.'" 

The article paints a byzantine 
picture of “three separate and 
mutually suspicious camps 
vying for editorial influence 
and control,” and quotes Jas- 
pan bewailing the fact that 
“seemingly it’s the game in 
town among journalists to bitch 
about their papers and their 
editors.” 

Shocking. But at least the 
bitching by staff about their 
papers and editors is done in 
town, unlike the bitching by edi- 
tors about their staffs, which 
doesn't even take place in the 
same country. 


Snoozy 


An unfortunate misprint, I 
assume, in the Tablet, the 
international Catholic weekly. 
Reviewing Mervyn Blatch’s 
book, A Guide To London 
Churches, Felix Barker 


wanted, I suspect, to say that 
be “slumped back” in his 
chair “happy to be conducted 
through 150 churches", and 
not that he “slumbered back" 
In his chaii; as printed. Of 
course, I could be wrong. 


Potty Neil 

After Paul McCartney telling 
the would-be rock stars at Liv- 



Diamond: spelling It like it is 

erpool's fame school to lay off 
drugs this week, I see that the 
American crooner Neil Dia- 
mond is telling Q magazine 
how he founded the pressure 
group Performers Against 
Drugs. In fact, he originally 
called the outfit Musicians 
Ag ains t Drugs, until a friend 
pointed out Siat the acronym 
did him no favours. 

Eagle Eye 
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USA 

£L28 

£3.40 

62% 

htfia 

£7.39 

IUM 

35% 

Sooth Africa 

£4.81 

£7.05 

32% 

Hoag Kong 

£412 

£6 56 

36% 

iapaa 

E4M 

£8J7 

51% 

Aistrafia 

£134 

£5.23 

55% 

Brad 

£7.16 

£9.94 

28% 

Ctuada 

£1.75 

£3.40 

49% 

Germany/France 

£2.22 

£2i9 

14% 

Israel 

£6.69 

£125 

19% 


(Price comparison bused on a 10 unite all) 


FREEPHONE 


0800 376 66 66 

31 EH \M H 


^ t v - 


* Savings to 100's of countries 

* All major credit cards and Della 
accepted 

* "Miaule Miles' boaas available 

* No start-op costs, membership 
or joining fees 

* Business and Residential 
customers welcome. 

'k Operators available, 24brs 
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Before a pay rise, 
a few questions... 


T he charge of the gallant 200 MPs, 
signing up for a doubling of their 
wages, bas been as brave as it has been 
doomed. If they press their attack, only 
the tattered remnants will make it back 
to friendly lines. For the country does not 
want to hear their arguments, or to con- 
sider their case. John Major knows this, 
and will probably deny their request that 
the Nolan committee’s remit should be 
widened to take in MPs' pay. 

Pensioners will say they could live 
handsomely on an MP's expenses. The 
upstanding will argue that public service 
is its own reward The self-righteous will 
allege that MPs are simply feathering their 
nests and should noL be paid more 
because they already earn so much in con- 
sultancy fees and other nefarious sources 
of income. 

AH of that misses the point, which is: 
what tale of pay wiU ensure that those who 
the country might wish to put themselves 
forward far election arc not deterred from 
doing so by financial considerations? 

Yet before we can consider that ques- 
tion, we must decide our answers to 
others: what sort of job is it that we are 
paying for? How well do MPs do it? How 
many of them do we need? 

The three tasks of members of the 
Commons are usually defined as sustain- 
ing a government (providing ministers, 
passing legislation, etc); scrutinising leg- 
islation and the actions of the executive; 
and staffing a forum that is meant to be 
the-focus for democratic debate. 

They only do the first part of their job 
moderately well The House sustains the 
Government: the whipping and patronage 
systems make sure of that. But the Gov- 
ernment has far too many ministers, 
especially in an era when the scope of the 
state is meant to be shrinking. 

As a scrutinising chamber, the Hoose 
performs badly. Select committees only 
look at past actions of the Government 


or makegeneral recommendations about 
policy. TTiey do not prevent bad ideas 
becoming bad law. 

As to national debate, the twice weelcfy 
juvenile point-scoring of Prime Minister's 
Question Time, the generally low level of 
attendance and the standard of speaking 
when important issues are debated all 
bear testnnony to poor service rendered 
by the House in leading discussion. There 
is better discussion on many radio phone- 
in shows or on television. Only a handful 
of MPs (and practically none on the back 
benches) are so wise that one would cross 
the road to hear them speak. 

In their candid moments, MPs agree 
with this. The condition of their work, the 
powerlessness of the backbencher, the 
futility of attending the House and its 
archaic rules, and the odd hours all act as 
disincentives to those who might other- 
wise wish to serve, especially able women. 

So before any committee looks again at 
MPs’ pay, there should be a more sweep- 


ing review of what sort of job we want 
these people to do. No sensible company 
would restructure the pay of its entire 
workforce without calling in a team of 
management consultants to examine pro- 
ductivity, quality and customer service. 
Such a review could consider the case for 
sharply reducing the number of MPs (we 
have the largest chamber in the world: the 
Japanese, radians and Americans have 
much larger populations and many fewer 
MPs); empowering select committees to 
scrutinise legislation; instigating a root- 
and-branch reform of parliamentary pro- 
cedures; and reconsidering the amount 
that MPs can earn from outside sources. 

We know that to get a better quality of 
MP we should pay a rate comparable to 
that in the pnvate-sector professions. 
Yet to raise MPs’ pay, without being much 
dearer about wna t we want from them 
and how we should measure their per- 
formance, would be stupid. 


Opera should play 
to the gallery 


I t is lucky that the opera house that went 
up in frames this week is in Venice 
rather than London, La Fenice - trans- 
lated literally as the Phoenix - is almost 
certain to rise from the ashes, given the 
extent of Italian public support 
But imagine for a moment that the 
much maligned Royal Opera House in 
Covent Garden had been razed to the 
ground. After the furore provoked by the 
massive National Lottery grant to the 
Opera House, which already receives a 
£20m Arts Council subsidy, public sup- 
port for rebuilding might not be over- 
whelming. There can be few other insti- 
tutions with national pretensions that 
command so little public support. 

The debate over opera has become 
hopelessly polarised. Those infuriated by 
opera's elitist trappings point to the 
extortionate cost of tickets - £140 for a 
good seat at Covent Garden. The argu- 
ment that the taxpayer should not sub- 
sidise the recreational pursuits of a rich, 
self-regarding €lite is rather persuasive. 
Yet opera lovers argue that it is an 
exquisite art form that needs to be pub- 
licly supported. They are right that it 
would be tragic if something so beauti- 
ful were allowed to die. 

But both sides base their arguments 
on the same two premises: first, that 
opera is a minority enthusiasm, and sec- 
ond, that it is inevitably extremely 
expensive. Events of the past few weeks 


have cast doubt on both those premises. 

Opera has a huge potential audience. 
This weekend, Raymond Gubba/s new 
production of La Bohime at the Royal 
Albert HaD wiB open to a packed audience, 
many of whom have never darkened the 
doors of Coven t Garden. Plenty of people 
are prepared to pay to listen to opera - 
even if they will not tolerate the soaring 
prices, social grandeur or long hours at the 
more establishment institution. 

Mr Gubbay s presentation demon- 
strates something even more important: 
opera does not have to cost a fortune if 
it can reach a wide enough audience. 
Tickets cost no more than £37, and with 
no Arts Council subsidy to help him, 
Gubbay still hopes to make a profit 

Meanwhile, five minutes spent watch- 
ing the BBC’s fly-on-the-wal! documen- 
tary The House is enough to persuade the 
most ardent opera enthusiast that much 
of the Royal Opera House's money is 
wasted on incompetent decisions, archaic 
traditions and restrictive practices. 

Covent Garden pets the best principals 
in the world, exhibits spectacular sets and 
intricate costumes ana delivers continu- 
ous variety. But the Royal Opera Hoose 
needs more commercial management 
and greater financial discipline. 

It also needs to learn lessons from Mr 
Gubbay. Opera started as a commercial 
mass entertainment in the central Europe’s 
concert halls. It needs to return to its roots. 



‘One just can’t live on the sort of backhanders one gets nowadays 9 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Performance-related pay in the Commons 


From Dr R. I. Jones 
Sir. MPs are suggesting that the 
Nolan committee should take on 
the role of a pay review body 
(“MPS unite to demand an 
increase in salaries”, 31 January). 
Should this happen, may I sug- 
gest that the committee adhere 
strictly to the following points of 
principle, reiterated many times 
by the present Government 

No extra money will be forth- 
coming; any increase in salaries 
for MPs must be found from sav- 
ings elsewhere in the parliamen- 
tary budget Any pay increase 
must be justified by a demon- 
strated increase in productivity 
(for example, by “downsizing” 
the House of Commons and 
requiring MPs to represent larger 
constituencies). 

Pay should be performance- 
related (perhaps by relating pay 
to time spent in the House, or to 
the number of complaints from 


constituents successfully resolved 
by an MP). In relation to this last 
point, some system of league 
tables should be devised and 
published annually to demon- 
strate the relative performance of 
individual MPs, preferably a sys- 
tem that involves an inordinate 
amount of paperwork. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. I. Jones 
Lancaster 
31 Januaiy 

From Mr Ken Lomax 
Sir. In order to prevent high- 
quality teachers, doctors, nurses 
and social workers -to name just 
a few - from abandoning their 
jobs, perhaps we should double 
their pay? 

Yours, -’ 

Ken Lomax »•'*.. . : 

St Hugh's' College 
Oxford ... 

31 Januaiy 


From Dr C. FL Legg 
Sir: Why are Conservative MPs 
whining about their pay? Increas- 
ing the workload of public-sector 
workers while eroding their pay 
through inflation is one of the 
cornerstones of Government eco- 
nomic policy. They call it “mak- 
ing efficiency gains”. Surely MPs 
should be proud to be contribut- 
ing to the economic suocess of the 
nation. 

Yours faithfully, 

Charles Legg 
Department of Psychology 
The Gty University 
London, EC1 
31 Januaiy 

From Mrs Christine Smith 
Sin Perhaps MPs could ask their 
constituents to vote them a rise, 
or otherwise. ■ ... 

Yours faithfully, ' \ 

Christine Smith ' ■■■ " 

London, El 


Children’s views 

from Professor Philip Graham 
Sin Bryan AppIeyarcTs discussion 
of the child’s right to privacy 
(“Glare that marks for hfe”, 29 
Januaiy) is welcome. It is, 
indeed, an important principle 
that the interests of children 
involved in public controversy 
should be protected. 

But there is another principle 
he raises only to discount, namely 
that children's own views in these 
matters should be taken into 
account Bryan Appleyard sug- 
gests that children, if asked about 
such publicity, might be “dazzled 
by the idea of fame”, and that 
many of them want to “drink, 
smoke, gamble, or have sex”. 

But there is plenty of evidence 
that most children and young 
people, at any rate from the time 
they enter secondary school, are 
quite capable of providing a 
coherent and valuable view on a 
whole range of subjects. Their 
autonomy should be encouraged, 
not trivisdised. 

Yours sincerely, 

Philip Graham 
Chair 

National Children's Bureau 
London, EC1 


Not all bad news 

From Mr Neil Roberts 
Sir As a senior examiner and 
recently retired deputy head, I 
have read the recent educational 
articles and leaders in your news- 
paper with increasipg exaspera- 
tion. From them, who would 
have thought that the past decade 
has seen substantial increases in 
pass rates at both GCSE and 
A-level, similar startling advances 
m the staying-on rate post-16, and 
a much greater number of young 
people gaining university places? 

All this, it would seem, is fail- 
ure because we have not caught 
up with Germany, France and 
Japan (after having, in England, 
at least, until veiy recently 
thought that only the top 20 per 


cent of the school population 
were really worth educating, a 
belief that appears to die hard in 
the continuing nostalgia for 
grammar schools). 

It is small wonder that many 
teachers in state schools look 
upon politicians and journalists, 
particularly those who are Lon- 
don-based, with cynicism. A 
debate about perceptions of the 
London educational scene - and 
no doubt of pressing concern for 
those poli Loans and journalists 
as parents - is being transposed 
to the country as a whole, and 
very real advances are being 
dismissed as retreats. 

Yours sincerely, 

Neil Roberts 
Leicester 
30 Januaiy 


Royal reparations 

From Mrs M. J. Fax 
Sir. Often, when 1 have been vis- 
iting ruined monasteries and 
abbeys, I have thought how inter- 
esting it would be to see at least 
one of these buildings restored to 
its original glory. 

In view of Prince Charles's 
comments (“Prince wants lottery 


cash to build mosques”, 25 Jan- 
uary), would such a restoration 
be a suitable project for the Mil- 
lennium? After all, it was his 
ancestor who initiated their 
destruction. 

Yours faithfully, 

M.J.Fox 

Scarborough, 

North Yorkshire 
26 January 


Realistically speaking I’m a pessimist 


I brought you a test 
which was designed to let read- 
ers find out if they were optimists, 
pessimists or realists. Reaction to the 
test was mixed, which was exactly 
what I bad hoped - a third felt more 
hopeful afterwards, a third felt even 
gloomier and the other third felt 
their lives were completely un- 
changed. Excellent! 

However, all scientific tests need 
verifying and repeating from time to 
time, so I am bringing you a new 
series today. All you have to do is tick 
the reaction you think is nearest to 
your own. In each case, the optimist's 
option is first, the pessimist's is sec- 
ond and the realist's is third. 

I. As you pass an empty telephone 
box, the phone starts ringing. Your 
instinctive reaction is to: 

a) Answer it and say helpfully, “I sup- 
pose you know you have just tele- 
phoned an empty phone box which I 
happened to be passing?" 

b) Answer it and say, unhelpfully, 
“Samaritans here, could you hold on 
a moment, Fm m firing on the other 
line to a man with a mobile phone 
who is standing on the parapet of 
Tower Bridge ..." and put the phone 
down again. 

c) Assume h is the Duke of Edinburgh 
hying to get through to someone, and 
decide not to get involved. 



MILES KINGTON 


1 On a freezing cold morning, you 
say: 

a) “Mmm - nice and fresh today!" 

b) “Oh God, oh God, oh God, oh 
God, oh God, it’s cold.” 

c) Nothingataii, for fear of letting the 
air enter your mouth. 

3. When you are served a meal on an 
aircraft, you hope the main dish will 
be: 

a) That really nice chicken you had 
last time on a flight because, despite 
evetything they say, aircraft food has 
got better over the years and some- 
times it is surprisingly tasty. 

b) At least hot- 
el Mercifully unidentifiable. 

4. Wien you get to the end of a 
chequebook, you are not surprised to 
find written inside the back coven 

a) That vital telephone number yon 
jotted down one day mid which you 
thought you would never find again. 

b) An apparently vital telephone 


number which unfortunately has no 
name attached to iL 
c) Somebody’s name and telephone 
□umber, neither of which do you 
recognise. 

5. When you take your seat in an air- 
craft and glance at the person in the 
adjoining seat who will be your neigh- 
bour for the next few hours, you; 

a) Know from experience that some- 
one with so unprepossessing an exter- 
ior appearance often turns out to be 
a fascinating, well-travelled person 
with a fund of interesting anecdotes. 

b) Know from experience that some- 
one so young, attractive and, let’s face 
it, sexually appealing is usually as 
thick as two short planks and boring 
with it 

c) Feign sleep immediately. 

6. When you feel a hand on your 
shoulder in the street, you automatic- 
ally assume it is: 

a) An old friend you have not seen for 
years. 

b) An old friend you have been avoid- 
ing far years. 

c) The police. 

7. When you light a match to set fire 
to the rolled-up newspaper at the bot- 
tom of a bonfire in your garden, you 
know In your heart of hearts that: 
a) The newspaper will bum beauti- 
fully, even if u does not actually 
ignite any of the rest of the bonfire. 


b) The match will blow out before it 
even readies the newspaper, 
e) Just as the newspaper catches fire 
nicely, you realise it was a cutting you 
had carefully laid aside containing 
vital information for your work. 

8. When someone asks for a light, you 
put your hand tn the pocket which 
contains something the same shape 
and size as a box of matches and when 
you pull it out you find it is: 

a) A box of matches. 

b) An empty box of matches. 

c) A small container of dental floss. 

9. Whenyou open a newspaper at ran- 
dom to find something of interest, you 
always find yourself reading: 

al A piece on space science which at 
last explains anti-matter in terms 
which even you can understand. 

b) Another dreary pseudo-scientific 
piece on anti-matter. 

c) An interview with Michael Portillo 
which lays the blame for anti-matter 
fairly ana squarely at Labour's door. 
2 A When you arc waiting for a bus, 
the first thing that comes along is: 
al A friend in a car who kindly stops 
to give you a lift. 

b) A friend in a car who would stop 
to give you a lift if he noticed you 
standing there, but he does noL 

c) A bus with a number quite like, bur 
not exactly like, the number of the bus 
you need. 


Branson shares 
the spotlight 

From Ms Jackie McQuillan 
Sir In an article that appeared od 
27 January, your science corre- 
spondent, Charles Arthur, said 
that many of the 91 sponsors of 
Richard Branson's project to fly 
a helium balloon non-stop 
around the world have found 
themselves edged out of the 
media spotlight, to their growing 
annoyance. This statement is not 
true. 

Although Virgin Atlantic and 
Phileas Fogg are the principal 
sponsors and Matthew Handing 
the patron, Richard Branson and 
the rest of Lhe team have spent a 
considerable amount of time in 
working with and thanking the 
many smaller sponsors, without 
whose help this project would not 
have been possible. This has been 
frilly acknowledged by them. 
Yours sincerely, 

Jackie McQuillan 
Project Co-ordinator 
Virgin Global Challenge 
London, W8 
29 January 


Correction; A sentence jo Vernon 
Bogdanor's letter, pubtisbed yesterday, 
should have read “Sir Richard {rather 
than “The Government”! has also 
chosen to mount a running conuncn- 
LHiy during the inquiry." 


No specific offence of stalking 


From Mr Timothy TGrkhope 
Sir. Your leading article “Arming 
women against stalkers” (30 Jan- 
uary), rails on the Government to 
strengthen the law to protect 
people from stalkers. 

We have already taken action 
by bringing in a tough new law, 
trader the Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act 1994, to tackle 
intentional harassment. This 
offence, which carries a maxi- 
mum penalty of six months in 
prison or a £5,000 fine, or both, 
is aimed at racial abuse but can 
apply to any form of harassment, 
such as stalking. 

A specific offence of stalking 
would be difficult to prove and 
unlikely to result in convictions. 
Stalking can range from ostensi- 
bly harmless activities, such as sit- 
ting outside someone’s house, to 
m ore T se rious action, s in* as 
[threats and abusive telephone 
calls, which are already criminal 
offences. 

There are real difficulties in 
extending the law without crim- 
inalising routine and essentially 
harmless behaviour, but we are 
not complacent. We want to offer 
as much protection as possible to 
the victims of this abhorrent 
behaviour. 


That is why we are also exam- 
ining the anti-stalking laws that 
exist in the US, Canada and Aosr 
tralia. We are looking carefully to 
see if there are any Lessons to be 
learnt from the experiences of 
these countries to buOd on the 
powers our police already have. 

We w31 continue to work with 
the police and other groups who 
have experience of dealing with 
cases of stalking in considering* - 
whether there migbtbe any scope 
to improve the ability of the 
criminal law to deal with stalker* - ■ 
Yours faithfully, ’ 

Timothy Kirkhope 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State 
Home Office 
London, SW1 

31 January . • 

From Dr. D. Zuck . 9 

Sir; The Cambridgeshire police, 
like so many others nowadays, 
confuse ends with means. Their 
end was not to make themselves 
comfortable, but to prevent] 

In that they have failed. ~ 
would it take to make them 
uncomfortable? 

Yours faithfully, 

David Zuck 
London, N12 


Rural bliss 

From Mrs Rosemary Lincoln 
Sin True country dwellers may 
well say good riddance to Henry 
and Dinah (leading article; “An 
everyday tale of non-country 
folk”, 29 January), but I cannot 
agree that the fewer people there 
are in the countryside the better. 

Larger farms and increasingly 
mechanised agriculture have 
given us the empty countryside of 
today. They have also led to 
impoverishment of the environ- 
ment and loss of wildlife. 

Encouraging the development 
of smaller mixed farms could 
help to revitalise the countryside, 
providing much-needed employ- 
ment, and ultimately making it a 
more attractive place for visiting 
town-dwellers. 

Yours faithfully, 

Rosemary Lincoln 
Great Glemham, Suffolk 


Venice insured 

From Mr Peter Inane 
Sir: Your feature on La Fenice '.. 
(31 January) is touching and no 
doubt many people worldwide 
will put money towards this 
apparently deserving cause. 

Before doing so, however, they 
should ensure that the cost of. 
complete repair, and refurbish- 
ment fa not already covered by an' 
appropriate insurance policy. If., 
the theatre management have 
their wits about them, it should ' 
not be necessary for Luciano, and 
others, to dip into their millions. 

Also, there will be no lack of; 
insurance advice in Venice - half 
the Piazza is boosed by Assku- 
razioni Generali. 

Yours faithfully, 

FeterIrvine - - - • ‘ ; 

Irvine Insurance Brokers \ 
Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire - 


Army helps others 
but not its own 

From Mr David C. Alien 
Sir: On 29 January you published 
a photograph of the England 
Women's Rugby Union team 
being trained by army instructors 
at Arborfield Garrison. I trust the 
team recognises the efforts of the 
Army in assisting with their train- 
ing for the forthcoming England 
vs Wales match. 

What a shame that the Army, 
so long a bastion of the greatest 


team game, no longer appears to 
have sufficient resources to chap 
a high level of rugby skills to its ( 
recruits. 

This fact is especially poignant . 

as Arborfield, home to die Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Ei tgk ,j 
neers apprentice college, has an ^ 
admirable history of colts rugby, 
and yet was used to do for others j- 
what the Army used to takejosr. '. 
tifiablc pride in doing for its -j 
own. 

Yours faithfully, 

David G Allen 
Newbury, Berkshire 


Freshers’ levy 

From Professor John Griffith 
Sir: For the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals to 
impose a levy on students enter- 
ing universities (“Universities 
threaten £300 levy on freshers”, 
30 January) would be a shameful 
abandonment of principle and an 
act of wilful discrimination against 
those least able to afford it 
Yours faithfully, 

John Griffith 
Marlow, Buckinghamshire 


Pbs* fatten to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number: ( Fax: 0171- 

293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
independeutxo.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


Sic transit Cassius ■ 

From Mr Stephen Jessel \ j 

Sin No, no. no. Caesar adsum Amt 
forte. Brums aderaL Pompef jsea. i 
gjvussum, Brutus sediubet Given ; j 
the unappetising nature of the j 
refreshments it is entirely possi* 
Me, even likely, that those taking . 
part were later unwell (letter, 30 j 
Januaiy). 

Yours faithfully, ' 

Stephen Jessel . 

From Mr Terence Fahey ' t 

Sir: In my schooldays, it was Cas- > 
sius, not Brutus: Caesar ad sum . ! 
iam forte ; Cassius, “passus sum ' '■ 
sedL And no one was sic al all. *£ 

Yours faithfully, 

Terence Fahey 
London, SE13 
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The podgy maniac is the Tories’ saviour 

Kenneth Clarke is under attack from his own people, but his dow nfall would be theirs, too 

T o most periods of human history. 
r' a f pl ?”l 1 P r ? at , 0nes were inclined 


moving against him. This seemed 


to deal with rivals by throtdinT^rii^! 2 b ''J? us \ though he himself always air- 
membennen ^poiwJu dSS a ^ ^. d ™ isscd “• ^ U« viw that 
tion or skewering. These days, they 
spmahneto a cheery hack in the lobby 

ofthe House of Commons. Thisis 
railed progress and it does save on the 
deanmg fluid. But it can also be just 
• as effective, as Kenneth Clarke can 
confirm. 


The toys are going for Ken. The iso 
lation of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer is now common Commons talk. 
"Poor Ken , we are told, disagrees 
with the Prime Minister on policy, on 
tactics, on the size of the state, on 
Europe. Indeed, he disagrees with 
everybody these days. The contrived 
impression' is of a podgy maniac of 
uncertain age picking fights with peo- 
ple in bus queues. 

We wfll investigate the troth of this 
later. First, though, it is as well to be 
clear about what is going on, which is 
that numerous Conservative MFs and 
some cabinet ministers are fighting the 
1997 leadership campaign. They 
£ regard Clarke as a potential problem 

who might as well be dealt with now. 

He has never, of course, been pop- 
ular on the right of the party. His con- 
tempt for the anti-Maastricht Tbries is 
barely disguised. Come to think 0 f it, 

very little about the Chancellor is dis- 
guised. He, rightly, is seen as a central 
obstacle to the Government deciding 
to rule out British membership of the 
single currency. 

Up until now, this has angered the 
Tory right but it has not worried them. 
Clarke was seen as too leftist] to be a 
credible next leader. The party was 


opinion swung one way, then back 
again, and one could not plan picnics 
based on next year’s weather. 

The right, though, has the problem 
that it still lacks an agreed candidate 
to lead the party more vigorously 
against the welfare state and Euro- 
pean entanglements. If the left of the 
party rallied behind Clarke, the right 
might yet have a fight cm its hanrk . par- 
ticularly if the economic record in 
1996-97 looks good and Clarke gets 
the credit. 

For once, though, it seems as if the 
right is not the prime source of the 
anti-Clarke mood music. It is centre- 
centre Tories, people such as Malcolm 
Rifltind, Brian Mawhinney, Gillian 
Shephard and their supporters whom 
the Clarke camp are worried abouL In 
the lobbies, the Foreign Secretary is 
seen by anti-Maastricht campaigners 
as making a blatant pitch for their 
support. 

It is centrists and former Ibry left- 
ists making their pilgrimage to the 
right who would benefit most if 
Clarke, as one of the last outspoken 
One Nation, pro-European Tbries at 
the top of the parly, was discredited 
and divided from the Prime Minister. 
That would leave the field dear for an 
alternative “healing" candidate. 

At this point logicians will ask why. 
if everybody is speculating about the 
leadership election that would follow 
John Major’s failure and resignation, 
it should be thought damaging not to 
be Major’s best friend. 1 Even simple 
souls may also be wondering a little at 



ANDREW MARR 


Clarke embodies a 
still vital section of 
the Tory coalition 


the absolute assumption unde 
this column that Major 
and will go. 

These are good questions. Not least 
of the effects of the Harriet Hannan 
affair has been its impact on the 
Prime Minister. His party is still in very 
deep trouble. It may yet start to crum- 
ble, the time of maximum danger 
being from May to early July, after bad 
local elections and before the recess, 
when the Commons is at its hottest 
and busiest If there is no collapse, 
then the election is almost certain to 
be in spring 1997. But either way. 
Major is surely now safe until polling 
day. 

And possibly he will be safe after- 
wards. If he wins a workable major- 
ity he clearly stays, if only to revel in 
the discomfiture of his legion of crit- 
ics. If he wins by a tiny margin, or is 
plunged into the fevered politics of a 
hung Parliament, he would also prob- 


ably hang on. He does relish that sort 
of manoeuvring. 

Granted, neither scenario is 
expected on the Tory benches. They 
think they will lose, though not nec- 
essarily by very much. (This near-uni- 
versal view is, by the way, a little odd: 
if the Conservatives think they are 
likely" lo lose narrowly, then' they 
must surely entertain the high possi- 
bility of winning narrowly, too. A 
dose election is, by definition, unpre- 
dictable. But no one yet seems to think 
this way. It is one leap of the imagin- 
ation too far.) 

Even if they did lose narrowly, it is 
not obvious that Major would go. With 
a small Labour majority in the Com- 
mons and a large programme of con- 
stitutional reform to put thro ugh, 
there would be great opportunities for 
parliamentary ambushes on issues of 
huge importance. It would be an odd 
time for the Tory party to rip itself 
apart One Major supporter suggests 
that 50 or so moderate MPs would 
implore him to stay as a matter of duty. 

I am r unning too for ahead. But - 
and this is the point - so are those 
Conservative plotters. For the time 
being. Major is not a looming vacancy 
but the most important player of all. 
And a year is a long time in politics. 

How is Clarke’s relationship with 
him? There is no sign of trimmin g 
from the Chancellor. He has not 
moved an inch towards the anti-wel- 
fare zealotry of the new right. He is 
openly, and rightly, sceptical about die 
likelihood of getting the Govern- 
ment’s share of national spending 
down to the 30-35 per cent so easily 
aired by other ministers, including the 


Prime one. He refuses to go with the 
powerful anti-EMU tide. 

On all those issues one can indeed 
see some ideological gap, or at least 
a gap in style, between Chancellor and 
Premier. One might guess that Clarke 
may, in private, be just a little con- 
temptuous of Major’s eye for political 
fashion - and that he feels the same 
about once pro-European ministers 
who have suddenly become convinced 
that the single currency is dead. 

That, though, does not take us to 
the split being talked up in the Com- 
mons corridors. On public expenditure 
and interest rates, the Treasury is 
delivering what has been asked of it 
Ifensian between Numbers 10 and 11 
is present - as it usually is. If Major 
were to push a harder anti-slate 
agenda for the manifesto, it could 
worsen. But tension is not warfare. 

The truth is that Clarke, however 
lonely he feels today, embodies a still 
vital section of the Ibry coalition, close 
to the central consensus on welfare 
and close to business on European 
issues. Without it the party would 
become a minority sect, ceding to 
Labour the entire centre-ground of 
British politics. 

The party may find him infuriating, 
obsolete and abrasively outspoken. 
But even his Conservative enemies 
need Clarke and what he stands for. 
Doing him in would, in reality, do in 
the Tbry party. That the Tbries appar- 
ently fail to realise this is about the 
only piece of good news that Labour 
has had for the past fortnight. 

In fact, the greatest obstacle to the 
Conservative Parly's re-election hope 
is now the Conservative Party itself. 


Big is no longer beautiful 

The break-up of the Hanson empire signals a shift in favour of the medium-sized company 


S tick ’em together, rip ’em apart, for 
this is the age of the Velcro com- 
pany. Or that might seem the appro- 
priate response to Lord Hanson’s 
announcement that he plans to split 
up into four constituent parts the com- 
pany he and the late Lord White glued 
together over the past 40 years. So this 
is to be the end game, the final late 
of the Anglo-American commercial 
giant which, as Glenda Jackson’s 
r memorable TV ads used to teD us, was 
,%om over here but also doing rather 
well over there. 

Ms Jackson, now Labour MP for 
Hampstead, has moved on to higher 
things, but does this break-up mean 
that her message has moved on, too? 
Is Hanson no longer doing rather 
well? 






there are powerful forces encouraging 
companies to look beyond their 
domestic markets and sell to the 
world. But the increased efficiency 
brought by technology is cutting the 
unit size of each operation. 

Until quite recently, for at least 100 
years, the trend in business has been 
for bigness. Big companies hired the 
best people and got blggen banks 
merged because big companies 
demanded big banks to finance them; 
supermarkets and chain stores came 
to dominate our shopping; other com- 
mercial groups were formed because 
only by clustering together could the 
companies acquire national, or inter- 
national, marketing presence. 

For the past decade or so the rule 
of thumb has been that you have to be 


* 


H AMISH McRAE 


It’s doing all right, but not as well 
as it used to - which raises questions 
about its leadership and its structure. 

^Leadership: it is always worth 
remembering that companies which 
awe their creation and growth to a an- 
gle strong personality rarely outlive 
their creator’s death, or even retire- 
ment The most spectacular recent 
example was the collapse of the late 
Robert Maxwell's empire. But in a way 
it .was also true of the Forte group: 
built up by the father, lost by the son. 

I suspect, too, t his will be true in tune 
of Rupert Murdoch’s media empire, 
which, far from re taming its global 
reach, will be split up into separate busi- 
nesses. And, further into the future per- 
haps, so, too, will the curious, illogical 
b&tin its own way, wonderful entity 
being assembled by .Richard Branson. 
Illogical? Yes, teD me the core compe- 
tence that links pop music (where the 
fortune was made) to airlines, to finan- 
cial services, to consumer products such 

asrola and vodka. There is none -just 

competent product development and 
a gpnius at self-publicity. 

Taniwi Hanso n is unusual amOttg 
eiMarfrbuflders in being wholly aware 
■IfeSthe business could not survive 
1 hhp Hk partner. Lord White, who was 
just -as important a part of the duo, 
recently dkd But even before Lord 
Wifi’s death, Hanson would talk 


/>S 


the two of them had gone. 

’■ So he is planning to create a busi- 
ness; that is sustainable, something 


that can continue, presumably under 
the guidance of his son, Robert. Chop 
off the bits that don't fit, and leave a 
core business that will stiD attract sup- 
port from the fund mana g e rs. 

He is doing precisely what Lord 
Forte failed to do before passing over 
managerial control of Trust-house 
Forte to he son, Rocco. Rocco realised 
this in the desperate last few days 
before the takeover by Granada, but 
only started to cut the business into 
pieces (and step down from the role 
as chairman) when capital punishment 
loomed Had Rocco acted earlier, or 
Lord Forte earlier still, the family 
would have retained control 

This leads to the second element of 
the explanation: the structure. What 
makes a company decide which busi- 
nesses it should be involved in? After 
all, any large company can go out and 
buy and sell other ones. Hardly a day 
goes by without some news of a cor- 
porate restructuring: x company buy- 


ing y division of z group. What drives 
this' process? 

It is partly fashion among the fund 
managers. Fifteen or 20 yearn ago the 
fashion was for conglomerates, groups 
of different companies locked together 
by a supposedly superior manage- 
ment Hanson was a prime example, 
and so would tend to win backing for 
each new takeover. Now, the fashion 
has changed and fund managers pre- 
fer their companies in neat categories. 
The talk is of “core competence” or 
some similarly cute expression. So 
Hanson is being broken up into core 
competencies, just as Coortaulds was 
broken up into a textile and a chemi- 
cals business, or IQ hived off Zeneca, 
its pharmaceuticals arm. 

But fashion is not the whole answer. 
Look at the way the market backed 
Granada against Forte. There was at 
least some sort of vague logic in Forte, 
though motorway caffe may not seem 
to have much to do with luxury hotels. 


There is precious little in Granada, for 
motorway caffe have even less to do 
with Coronation Street or World in 
Action. I often think that the City’s 
logic in supporting takeovers or 
encouraging demergers comes down to 
backing people whose judgement they 
trust. If a management runs a business 
well, it will be able to get support to 
run others; if it makes a hash of things, 
it wfll eventually be kicked ouL In other 
words good leadership matters just as 
much as logical structure. 

But seeing this Hanson break-up 
makes me wonder whether there isn’t 
something else happening, a funda- 
mental change in the optimal size of 
companies. 'Hie glue that holds firms 
together has certainly become weaker. 
Globalism, in general forces compa- 
nies to become bigger, but technology 
enables them to become smaller. 

If you want to operate in many dif- 
ferent countries, you need bases in 
each place. That takes people. And 


The talk now is of 
‘core competence’ or 
some similarly cute 
expression 


either very big or very small, a super- 
market ora boutique. General Motors 
orTVR. The one thing you must not 
be is somewhere in the middle. But 
that trend wfll not go on for ever, 
either. Every big company is down- 
sizing its labour force (usually while 
asserting that its most important asset 
is its people) and outsourcing all sorts 
of services that it previously would 
have done for itself. This creates 
opportunities for small and medium- 
sized companies. 

These, thanks to the revolution in 
the information business, ran acquire 
many of the s kills and knowledge of 
larger ones. Indeed, because they are 
more nimble, they can use these more 
efficiently than their bigger cousins. 
Even giants push out more and more 
services to such specialists, including, 
when they hire management consul- 
tants, management itself. 

Clearly, Lord Hanson realises that 
Hanson as a giant company has no 
future. I would like to flunk he’s 
right: that we are escaping the tyranny 
of bigness, and moving to a world 
where doing something well matters 
more than doing more of it, where we 
are not forced into a homogeneous 
culture of identical brand names, 
identical High streets, identical shop- 
ping malls, identical boutiques. The 
Hanson break-up does not of itself, 
suggest that any of this is happening. 
But it does show that being big over 
there or over here is not as important 
as it used to be. 


N.inark _ 

C ommissio ner of the Metropoh- 


• mar t- his third anniversary as 


Reporters don’t start riots 


newspaper by accusing; us 
°fj?ctog inflammatory and wildly nre- 
spflnsibkvaud fuelling discontent. 

^ condescending tone was be- 
*30356 update to do what every other 
B ^»per'dofe^ - report the farts. Wfe 
Printed an anonymous eyewitness 
Jpowtt of priBoe arresting a young 
Wac^man, Wayne Douglas, who later 
in polioe custody. 

The witnfes asked for anonymity. 

... iwe agreed, 
: sworn 
this 
_ to 

: five evidence in court ; • 

Ujriqrtunatety.a peaceful demon- 



for which Sir Paul criticises our 
“inflammatory" reporting. We con- 
demn violence in any shape or form 
and we unequivocally stated our ms- 
pleasure about the disruption, which 
only diverted attention from the 
important issue of deaths in custody. 

He forgets that over the past two 
decades there have been disturbances 
on Britain’s streets triggered by 
strained relations between the police 
and the black community no 

about 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Annie Stewart 

a right of reply - which be would have 
been granted. 

Galls have been made for his resig- 
nation, but that is too simple an 
answer. Sir Paul started his tenure in 
good stead, seeming to understand 
that there were problems between his 
officers and the black community. 
Intern all y he set out to increase the 
quota of black officers in the Metro- 
politan force, and externally he lis- 
tened to what the community was 


saying- But by pouring scorn on our 
stories, especially when they highlight 
the failing s of his officers, he is now 
ignoring the voices of many ordinary, 
law-abiding black people who con- 
tribute to the upkeep of the force. 

Each week our newsdesk is inunr 
dated with calls from people who 
claim to have experienced police har- 
assment We investigate every one and 
sometimes find that the police were 
only doing their jobs. But we cannot 
ignore that many in the community 
feel aggrieved by the treatment they 
receive from Sir Paul’s officers. 

The freedom of the press is an 
extremely important commodity in 
every democratic society. It ensures 


that everybody, especially the poor 
and maligned, gets a fair hearing and 
Highligh ts events that many would like 
to cast asunder. The majority of black 
people are law-abiding citizens who 
condemn lawlessness and criminality, 
but we as a black newspaper cannot 
stand by and do nothing wnen heavy- 
handed and unjust policing becomes 
an issue to our community. 

When Wayne Douglas died, the 
mainstream media completely ig- 
nored the story. An eyewitness came 
forward and we thought it was our 
duty to make public his statement Sir 
Paul, however, did not like the mes- 
sage and so decided to shoot the 
messenger. 

But the message is valid and we 
would do the same again. 

The writer is editor of The Voice’. 


It’s Magic back 
on the court 

The return of Earvin Johnson to 
basketball signals a change in Aids 
awareness, says Rupert Cornwell 


A sporting injustice has been 
put right. Millions of peo- 
ple around the world, infected 
with the late 20th centuiy’s 
equivalent of leproty, have 
been given new hope of leading 
a normal life and of being able 
to do what they want to do. Last 
but not least, one of the most 

ofrecnM^a^teburk on his 
rightful stage. Not bad for a 
stogie, run-of-the- mill basket- 
ball game. 

Of course, whal happened in 
south central Los Angeles on 
Tuesday evening was anything 
but an ordinary mid-season 
NBA fixture: rather, it was the 
sort of comeback story that 
even the dream peddlers of 
Tinsel Town might have had 
qualms about putting on the 
silver screen. For after four 
years of exile, Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson was back on a basket- 
ball court to the yellow and blue 
strip of the LA Lakers making 
-well magic. 

Dry statistics wfll tell future 
generations that the Lakers 
defeated the Golden State \Mir- 
riors 128-1 18, and that Johnson 
scored 19 points. But they wfll 
never convey the sheer joy that 
permeated the sell-out crowd 
at the Great Western Forum, 
where $30 tickets were fetching 
$1,000 before the game. Nor 
can they catch the man himself 
at the press conference after- 
wards - that old loping way of 
talking, the huge halogen smile 
and the sheer disbelief to his 
eyes: “I never thought I’d be 
back. You go out there and you 
just say, ooohhh man...” 

Basketball players are not 
supposed to make comebacks 
at 36, especialty not after hav- 
ing been forced from the sport 
when they were diagnosed with 
the Aids virus. Johnson was the 
first household-name athlete 
known to have tested HIV- 
positive when he first bowed 
out to November 1991. Only 
afterwards was it revealed that 
the late Wimbledon champion, 
Arthur Ashe, had contracted 
the disease through a contam- 
inated blood transfusion, and 
double Olympic diving gold 
medallist Greg Louganis con- 
fessed he had known he carried 
the virus when he gashed his 
head during the finals of the 
1988 games in Seoul. 

America still loved Magic, 
the man who, almost single- 
handed, to the Eighties made 
basketball a mega-sport. It even 
forgave him the countless extra- 
marital sexual encounters, of 
which one had caused his pre- 
dicament. Subtly, though, it 
turned him into a pariah. When 
he led the US “dream team” to 
the 1992 Olympics, there were 


attempts to ostracise him. In 
perfect condition despite the 
infection, Johnson wanted to 
play in the following NBA sea- 
son. But his colleagues would 
not have him. fearful not only 
of catching the disease but of 
a guilt by association - maybe 
they shared the same girls. Now 
attitudes to Aids are changing. 

Johnson, of course, should 
never have been kept away 
from the game. Apart from 
one claimed incident in an 
amateur football game in Italy 
about which researchers are 
sceptical there is not a single 
case of the Aids virus being 
transmitted through contact in 
a sporting contest. The odds of 
an NBA player catching ft after 

Tou get the virus 
from unprotected 
sex, not from 
playing basketball’ 


a scrape with Johnson have 
been put at more tban 8 billion 
to one. 

“What really got me was 
how, to the very first minute I 
was on court, the guys were 
coming after me,” Johnson said 
of his instant readmission to the 
rough and tumble of major 
league professional sport. And 
why not? As one of his Golden 
Slate opponents noted after- 
wards, “The NBA players are 
smart enough to know you get 
the virus from unprotected sex. 
and we're not going to have 
unprotected sex on the basket- 
bail court." 

In the population at large, 
too. that point has been taken 
and the spread of Aids to the 
US does seem gradually to be 
slowing. But Johnson’s come- 
back provides Aids researchers 
with an opportunity to monitor 
the effects of strenuous physi- 
cal activity on the progress of 
the disease. Johnson s health 
has been consistently excellent 
since he began treatment with 
Ih&.AZT drug in 1991, even 
though his 6ft 9in frame has 
gained an extra 271b. His diet, 
physical fitness and sleep pat- 
tern are a doctor's dream, and 
most specialists believe the two 
or three games a week NBA 
schedule should not have any 
adverse effect. Indeed, as one 
said yesterday, for Magic John- 
son “the real risk is a heart 
attack". 

Meanwhile, for millions who 
are HIV-positive there is the 
simple inspiration of watching 
one of their number just doing 
his job. 


RISING 

DAMP? 

CURE IT PERMANENTLY 
WITH WALLGUARD 


- A SYSTEM PROVEN IN PRACTICE FOR OVER 60 YEARS 

I 

The Wallguard ceramic lobe system of 
damp removal and prevention has been in use 
in ancient and famous buildings for many 
years. A prime example is Westminster Abbey 
in which the system was first fined in 1932 — 
and was rcceuily added ro by Wailguard. 
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QOmr abs 


Yon can have the Wallguard system 
installed in your home lo out rising damp or 
replace a conventional damp proof course that 
has failed. 

Since WaDgoard is normally fitted from the 
on Bide, internal wall surfaces and decorations 
need not be disturbed — unless they are 
already badly affected. 

Brick, Stone, Granite ere. Whatever 
thickness of wall we can do iL 


lotaMuf/mriir <5 Buttag Society ■‘typn* id 

NO MAINTENANCE- NO MESS NO FUSS 

Also ask about our condensation and mould control service. 

W ALLGUA RD 

YOU’RE HOME AND DRY. 

For farther details or to arrange for a survey 

phone us free on 0800 508608 

—no postage required to: Wallguard Manchester M16 8HB. 


□ My chemical injection has tailed □ No existing damp proof comse 

D Conventional tfrmp proof conne has Med cjCondenoiion Control 

□ 1 would Eke to eliminate damp once and for all 


Name 


Telephone. 


.Address . 


Postcode, 


Send T« WALLGUARD. FREEPOST MR 8787, Manchester M16 8Ha 
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Fed cuts US interest rates by a quarter point 


The US Federal Reserve cut in- 
terest rates by a further quar- 
ter point yesterday following 
signs that the economy was 
weakening and inflation was un- 
der control. The Fed trimmed 
the key federal funds rate at 
which banks lend to one an- 
other overnight from 55 to 525 
per cent. 

Shares had dropped in ad- 
vance of the Fed meeting due 
to profit-taking. After setting 


records for three days running, 
the Dow Jones index had fall- 
en almost 30 points before the 
Fed's decision. The dollar had 
eased nearly half a pfennig 
against the mark to DM1.4870 
after the German move. 

WfeU Street's earlier surge 
this week had reflected mount- 
ing hopes of an interest rate re- 
duction as economic activity 
continued to disappoint and in- 
flationary pressures subsided. 


Although some analysts were 
still cautious about whether 
the Federal Reserve would act 
today or wait until its next 
meeting in March, a slightly dis- 
appointing December figure 
for factory gate prices yesterday 
did nothing to dent the finan- 
cial markets' hopes. 

Prices charged by manufac- 
turers rose 05 per cent last 
month, mainly due to a recov- 
ery in energy prices from an ear- 


lier dip. The “core" prices mea- 
sure, excluding food and ener- 
gy, rose only 0.1 per cent in the 
month and 25 per cent in the 
year to December. 

Christopher Low, an analyst 
at HSBC Markets in New York, 
said: “This figure wiB not wony 
the Fai one iota about inflation." 

Nor did it offset the impact 
on market sentiment of earlier 
news of a dismal Christmas for 
retaileis and a drop in consumer 


confidence to its lowest level for 
nearly two years. 

The Bunded»nk cut its mam 

money market interest rate, 
the repo rate, from 3.55 to 3.4 
per cent yesterday, the fourth 
reduction in as many weeks, and 
a bigger fall than expected. 
“Ine move came despite news 

of faster- than -expected growth 

in M3, the Bundesbank’s mon- 
etary target, earlier in the week. 
Analysts said it showed the au- 


thorities’ concern with the eco- 
nomic slowdown. 

Hopes of an early reduction 
is the discount rate, which sets 
the floor for other interest 
rates, were revived. Dietrich 

Beier. an economist at B ankg e- 

Berlin, said: “It shows 
the Bundesbank has no reason 
at all to hit the brakes.’’ 

The Bundesbank reduced 
the discount rate by half a point 
to 3 per cent on 14 December. 


The US Fed last cut its key Fed- 
eral funds rate by a quarter 
point to 55 per cent on 19 
December. 

The international trend to- 
wards lower interest rates con- 
tributed to the success of a gilts 
auction in Britain. There were 
total bids of £5.9bn for the 
£3bn worth of stock up for 
auction, and the “tafl” between 
the average and highest yield 
was a narrow two basis points. 


Clarke and 


George at 
odds over 


last base cut 


DUNE COYLE - 

Economics Correspondent 


Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, clashed over the re- 
duction in the cost of borrow- 
ing earlier this month in their 
biggest disagreement about 
policy since last spring. City 
analysts concluded yesterday. 

Minutes of their previous 


■ pre 

meeting revealed that the 
Chancellor almost certainly 


re- 


jected the Governor’s advice 
when he cut interest rates for 
the second time in five weeks. 
The Bank of England's silence 
about the move had already 
aroused suspicions of a clash. 

Mr George agreed to a quar- 
ter-point interest rate reduction 
in December but warned 
against a bigger cut. “It would 
look as if the lop priority were 
no longer the attainment of the 
inflation target,” be said. 

If minutes of January’s meet- 
ing - due out on 21 February - 
confirm that Mr Clarke and Mr 
George were split over last 


month’s move, the Chancellor 
will be under strong pressure 
from the financial markets not 
to cut rates again unless there 
is new evidence of weaker 
growth. Mr Clarke himself has 
predicted that the pace of 
growth will pick up during the 
course of this year. 

City economists said Mr 
George was very unlikely to 
have changed his mind in the 
weeks before the Chancellor an- 
nounced the second quarter- 
point fall in base rates to 
625 per cent “These minutes 
confirm the suspicion that the 
January meeting did not go 
smoothly, " said Robert Barrie, 
UK economist at BZW. 

Marian Bell at Royal Bank of 
Scotland said: “This demon- 
strates that monetary policy is 
a completely political process 
because the Chancellor derides 
when to change interest rates." 

In December, Mr George 
said cost and price pressures had 
eased considerably, and it was 
now “more likely than not" 
that inflation would be under 
the 25 per cent target in 1997. 



Wise choice: Kenneth Clarke meets the new Treasury panel of Independent forecasters. The panel, which used to be known as the Srisa men’, but now includes 
two women. Is (left to right) Patrick Minford, Bridget Rosewell, Gavyn Davies, Martin Waale, Kate Barker and ThnCongdon. Photograph: Russell Boyce. Reuter 


A case could be made for a cut 
in base rates. 

However, the Governor 
argued that it ought to be a quar- 
ter-point reduction. Rapid 
growth of money and credit and 
the fact that January is a key 
month for pay settlements meant 

be would not advise a bigger cut 

The Chancellor replied that 
the question in bis mind was not 


whether rates should fall but by 
how much - and he was sym- 
pathetic to the view that it 
should be half a point 
Mr Clarke opted to accept 
the Governor's advice last 
month. But he went on to trim 
another quarter point from the 
level of base rates on 17 Janu- 
ary despite worse monetary fig- 
ures. “The gap between the two 


men will have increased in the 
meantime,” said Don Smith, an 
economist at HSBC Markets. 

Their disagreement in Janu- 
ary was the third under the pre- 
sent monetary arrangements. 
The Chancellor rejected the 
Governor’s advice against re- 
ducing base rates in February 
1994 and in favour of increas- 
ing them in May last year. 


David Madrie, UK economist 
at JP Morgan, said: “It is not 
surprising that they sometimes 
disagree. What matters is 
whether they quickly come back 
into tine.” 

Financial markets would be 
alarmed if the Chancellor cut 
the cost of borrowing again in 
the face of Bank of England ad- 
vice, he said. 


Recent figures show that 
growth in the broad money 
measure has climbed into doa- 
ble figures fof the first time in 
five years, and retail spending 


has picked up. 


Clarke and Mr George 
i7Feb- 


are next due to meet on 7 Fel 
ruary, a week before the Bank 
of England publishes its quar- 
terly Inflation Report. 


Pearson shares climb further as bid rumours spread 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


Shares in ftraison, the potential 
bid candidate, continued to 
climb yesterday, as market 
attention focused on it for the 
second day running. Peaison has 
risen 16p to 666p in two days’ 
trading, as rumours circulated 
that members of the Cowdray 
family, who control about 10 per 


cent of the shares, could be will- 
; to sell at the right price, 
tionfolk 


ing to « 

The speculation followed re- 
ports in the Independent on 
Tuesday that Granada, the tele- 
vision and leisure company that 
last week won a takeover battle 
for Forte, had considered 
mounting a bid for Pearson last 
year at up to £9 a share, or £5bn. 

According to estimates pre- 
pared by Henderson Crosth- 


waite. Rsarson is easily worth £9 
a share to a bidder looking to 
break up the company. 

“The market has taken the 
view that Pearson is a major po- 
tential bid candidate," Louise 
Barton, analyst at Henderson 
Crosthwaite, said. “There is a 
store of hidden value, and it hasn’t 
been agressivdy managed.” 

Analysts predicted that Pear- 
son itself would consider de- 


merger in the course of 1996. 
Earlier this month, it an- 
nounced a new management 
structure, placing the three 
core business lines under sep- 
arate executive control 
Nat West Securities yester- 
day changed its recommenda- 
tion on Pearson from “reduce" 
to “hold", and advised that the 
company was a “prime candi- 
date" for demerger. 


“It is important in this envi- 
romnent that companies stick to 
their knitting, doing what they 
know best," Andrew Walsh at 
Nat West said. 

Pearson declined to com- 


ment on the speculation. A 
ud; “We look 


spokesman said: *We look at the 
structure all the time. We have 
just announced new reporting 
lines and you can assume those 
changes reflect careful thought 


about the structure and how we 
want to develop it in the future." 

The trend toward hiving off 
disparate businesses has swept 
the market, but has oome late to 
the media sector, according to 
analysts. 

Most recently. Thorn EMI 
has announced plans to spin off 
its music and entertainment ann. 
According to NatWest, both 
Praison and MAI Lord Hollidds 


media and financial services 


company, could maximise share - 
derva 


holder value by announcing de- 
merger plans. 

Informed sources say Pearson 
Television might be the most ob- 
vious candidate for demerger, 
following a spate of acquisitions 
in recent months. The prospect 
of a separate listing for Pearson 
TV is said to have been dis- 
cussed internally. 


Yauxhall 

profits 




to £3m 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


The gloom in Britain’s car in- 
dustry deepened with a collapse 

in profits at VfcnxhaJi, the UK 
company owned by Genera] 
Motors of the US. Vauxfaan 
blamed a stagnant UK market 
caused by lack of consumer con- 
fidence as well as industrial ac- 
tion by employees fora slump 
in profits to £3m last year from 
£79m in 1994. 

The company also blamed the 
weakness of the pound a gimy^ 
other European currencies and 
the costs assoriated witij a big - 
factory up-grade at Luton. One 14 

industry source who would not 
be named said Vzuxh&U’s per- 
formance W3S further affected 
by disappointing sales of the new 

Vectra. the replacement for the 
Cavalier, in the face of fierce 
competition for the all-impor- 
tant fleet bnyer. The situation b 
set to be exacerbated with the 
forthcoming launch fay Peugeot 
of a replacement for hs 405 
model, he said. 

t fanrhalP s chairman, Otar] pc 
Golden, said: “Our 1995 prof- 
it was disappointing, but we 
knew it would be a difficult year, 
with our financial performance 
adversely affected by some ex- 
ceptional costa. We are looking 
to improve oar results in 19%” 

“The reluctance of UK pri- 
vate buyers to take the plunge 
and buy a new car hig hli gh ted 
the perastent lack , of confr . 
dence which has had a numb- 
ing effect on the retail car 
market,” be added . 

Expressing disappointment 
that the year’s performance 
was worsened by industrial ac- 
tion over pay in December, Mr 
Golden said: ‘As an industry, we 
are far from out of the woods 
in terms of global competitive- 
ness.” But he added: “Now 
that our three-year pay agree- 
ment has been accepted by the 
workforce we have to concen- 



— tv: '** 


trate on further cost reductio^ 


to improve Vauxhall’s results. 

Vauxh all's total wholesale 
sales of cars and light commer- 
cial vans was down by L5 per 
cent at 420,727 units m 1995. 
Sales of cars in the UK fell by 
53 per cent to 294,859, whfte to- 
tal production was down by 73 
per cent at 242,859.' partly be- 
cause of the change from the 
Cavalier to the Vectra. Bat ex- 
ports from the factories si Lu- 
ton and Ellesmere Fort plants 
rose by 103 per cent to 
units. 

Vauxhall said the perfor- 
mance occurred in a difficult car 
sector which has seen growth of 

only 1-8 per cent during 1995 and 
a 23 per cent fall in retail sales. 
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Conran backs Labour on industry 


PETER RODGERS, 

Business Editor 


Sir Terence Conran - designer, 
restaurateur, founder of Habi- 
tat and former chairman of 
Storehouse - attacked the Gov- 
ernment for failing to show en- 
thusiasm about manufacturing 
and said he supported Labour 
policy and exported the party to 
win the next election. 

Speaking at the launch of six 
Labour task forces on business 
policy. Sir T&reoce endorsed 
comments by the party’s trade 
and industry spokesman, Mar- 
garet Beckett, adding that 
“Britain has the opportunity to 
be (he enterprise centre of Eu- 
rope - all the signs, the possi- 
bilities and the talent is here. 
Sadly, there doesn't seem to be 
any government enthusiasm for 
manufacturing." 

He believed there was “much 
greater understanding by 
Labour that the skills that 
design and innovation can bring 
to industry whl have a very stim- 
ulating effect on the economy.” 


Sir Terence is a member of 
the task force on innovation, de- 
sign. science and technology, 
whose first meeting yesterday 
included representatives of 
SmithKtine Beecham, Digital 


Equipment and Nissan. David 
Allen, marl 


len, marketing director of 
Digital and a member of the 
task force, refused to align him- 
self with Labour but was 
strongly critical of the shortage 



Taking the Tories to task: 
Sir Terence Conran 


of skills in Britain and the lack 
of action to create them. 

Other task forces include ex- 
ecutives from NatVfest, JP Mor- 
gan, British Gas and 3L who 
have been invited to join as part 
of a wide-ranging dialogue be- 
tween Labour and business on 
policy for the City, the utilities, 
competition, innovation, small 
business and competitiveness. 

Sir Terence’s unequivocal 
backing for Labour could em- 
barrass some of the other par- 
ticipants in the task forces, 
which have been set up to give 
practical advice from experts on 
how the detail of Labour’s in- 
dustrial policies should be for- 
mulated, on the understanding 
that involvement does not mean 
a commitment to the party. 

Sir Terence said later “This 
is a non-political project which 
we hope to support because we 
care about the future of Britain. 
I don’t think any one of os want 
to be seen as strong Labour or 
Tory supporters." 

The views of the task forces 
will not be binding on Labour 


policymakers when they draft 
documents in the summer for 
the party conference. But they 
are expected to be influential. 
There are already sigos that 
policies on the utilities and 
competition may be watered 
down to meet criticisms by the 
task forces. Reform of regula- 
tion is expected to take account 
of the wider role of the utilities 
in the economy as well as their 
importance to the consumer. 

In competition policy, the 
promise to make companies 

E rove mergers are in the pub- 
c interest may be modified, by 
keeping the impact on compe- 
tition as the main criterion. 

Mrs Beckett said Labour 
needed to provide workable 
solutions to real problems. She 
said Ian Lang, president of the 
Board of Tirade, arrogantly de- 
manded industry’s support at 
the CBl conference while fail- 
ing to win its respect. “It is 
Labour which is speaking with 
industry and commerce in a 
process of ongoing dialogue 
and consultation,” she added. 


Bank mounts defence 
of supervisory role 


JOHN E1SENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 


The Bank of England gave a vig- 
orous defence yesterday of its 
role as supervisor of the bank- 
ing sector, saying now is not the 
lime to risk radical reform of 
regulation and supervision. 

The Bank’s record as a su- 
pervisor compares favourably 
with countries such as the US 
and Japan, the Bank argued in 
a concerted effort to rebut the 
wave of criticism unleashed by 
the Barings crisis. 

The Labour Party is consid- 
ering stripping the Bank of its 
supervisory rote and creating an 
independent Banking Com- 
mission, while Treasury think- 
ing also favours consolidating 
supervision and regulation into 
an integrated, central City body. 

“The net benefits of leaving 
the supervision of banks with 
the Bank greatly outweigh the 
risks of experimenting with rad- 


ical institutional change, espe- 
cially at this uncertain point in 
the evolution of the world’s fi- 
nancial system." wrote Brian 
Quinn, the Bank's executive 
director in charge of supervi- 
sion, in an article for The Scot- 
tish Banker 

He calculated the cost to the 
banking system of bank failures 
in the UK measured by pay- 
ments from the Deposit Pro- 
tection Fund at £144m. some of 
which could still be recovered. 
Against this, the cost of failed 
banks to the Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corporation in the US 
is estimated at £20bn over the 
past decade, Mr Quinn wrote. 

In Japan the current banking 
crisis has in effect exhausted the 
Deposit Insurance Fund which 
stood at £5bn only two years 
ago. “However it is measured, 
the Bank’s track record as a 
banking supervisor stands com- 
parison with other countries," 
he wrote. 
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Clarke’s luck could run out third time around 


'Critics have accused 
the Bank of England 
of -being far too 
cautious about 
interest rates - 
dismissing the fact 
that the last thing we 
want is an incautious 
central bank' 


aer^m^nl h ! ns bkt ‘ weU Publicised dis- 

icv * t0 Pnwe lhat monelaiy pol- 

must be working. oPso 
h K r"^ ]ark ^ nd George would 
who i« 11 0ni - v big fi Sbls are about 

who £ hogging the ashtray, Mr Darke in- 

sms. He is nght to say that the evidence about 
state of the economy is almost always 
mixed, and reasonable people will sometimes 
make different judgements about it. The 
clashes a[so suggest that the published min- 
utes of the monetary meetings are not too 
heavily doctored. 

However, after the previous two dis- 
agreements since the arrangements have 
“g™ m P lace - m February 1994 and May 
tyV5 the economic evidence has quickly 
swung the Chancellor’s way and changed Mr 
George s mind. Will Ken be lucky a third 
time . Recent figures su gg est that he might 
dol Although there are dear si gns that short- 
term inflationary pressures are fading, oth- 
er figures suggest that the slowdown in the 
economy will Be short-lived, a contradiction 
Mr Darke himself contributed to with his 
lively Budget growth forecast. 

Mr George’s message was that the infla- 
tion target would probably be met. and there 
was room for a modest cut in base rates. But 
he advised Mr Darke not to go too far too 
fast 

There are two reasons singled out by the 
Governor. One was the rising trend in pay 
settlements. January is one of the most 
important months for settlements, which 


have been drifting gently upwards, and he 
was worried lhat being too lax with interest 
rates would send the wrong signal.The sec- 
ond was the rapidly accelerating pace of 
money and credit growth. The broad money 
measure. M4, buret out of the top of ils tar- 
get growth range in November and climbed 
into double figures last month. 

Critics have accused the Bank of England 
of beinj* far too cautious about interest rates 
- dismissing the fact that the last thing we 
want is an incautious central bank. At Feast 
Mr George has changed his advice when the 
evidence moves on. In the year before a gen- 
eral election it is probably too much to hope 
that Mr Darke will change his mind if his 
luck runs out and the figures go against him 
this time. But if he did, in that case, accept 
that there was no room for more reductions 
in interest rates this year, he would definitely 
prove that the monetary arrangements are 
working. 

Alliance goes for 
the fast track 

L ast in. first out - lhat appears to be the 
Alliance & Leicester’s strategy. It is the 
final one of the batch of building societies 
widely tipped to abandon mutuality for 
bank and pic status to make the formal de- 
cision. But the lengthy preparations behind 
yesterday’s announcement were aimed in part 
at speed, enabling Alliance to leapfrog Hal- 


ifax and Woolwich and get its float done first 
in early 1997. 

There is sense in this. For the sooner the 
float, the earlier the society benefits from the 
five-year shield against takeover provided by 
the Building Society Act. Furthermore, 
there is going to be a handout of shares to 
members worth some £15bn on today's cal- 
culations during the course of next year. This 
is a sizeable amount, risking a bout of indi- 
gestion in the market. Institutions, notably 
the tracker funds, will take some onto their 
portfolios, but perhaps not as much as the 
aspirant floaters expect 

There are plenty of uncertainties between 
then and now, one of which is the tense sit- 
uation on the mortgage front, where fierce 
skirmishes threaten to escalate into a full- 
blown war. This places the floating societies 
in a bit of a fix. Should they join battle vig- 
orously, they will find a cut in rates quickly 
punishing the bottom line. 

Businesses such as Halifax and Woolwich 
are heavily dependent on mortgages. A large 
slice out of profits would obviously do no 
good for their float valuations, and for the 
hopes of those millions of members rubbing 
their hands at individual windfall share 
handouts worth anything between £500 and 
£1,000 on average. Moreover, a mortgage 
war drain on profits would leave the 
wannabe-banks more exposed at this vul- 
nerable pre-floal stage. Make no mistake, 
there are plenty of predators s niffin g the 
breeze in the shires. Royal Bank of Scotland, 


for one. makes no hones about its ambitions 
to expand southwards, and a building soci- 
ety at a cheapened price would do very 
nicely. 

Aliiance & Leicester is probably the 
safest, having diversified its business. Its posi- 
tion as Britain's leading telephone banking 
operation with the Girobank makes it much 
less exposed to a mortage war of attrition. 
So the chances are. to save their valuations, 
Halifax and Woolwich will have to stand 
clear of a mortgage punch-up. They are 
counting on the promise of a large free share 
handout next year being sufficiently attrac- 
tive to keep their customers away from the 
lures of cheaper loans and better savings 
rales offered by some of their mutual-lo-the- 
deaih rivals. On that count, they are prob- 
ably right. 

Bidders sniff 
around Pearson 

T he demerger trend has come late to the 
red-hot media sector, where companies 
have been more inclined to expand across- 
the-board (programming, distribution, new 
and old media) than to concentrate on par- 
ticular markets. But pressure is building on 
conglomerates to follow the fashion, par- 
ticularly those with non-media interests 
mixed into the bargain. At least two candi- 
dates for demerger, Pearson arid MAI, are 
likely to oblige. 


Indeed, if they do not move on their own, 
hostile bidders may do the work for them. 
Parson, once thought to be close to bid- 
proof, is now a potential bid candidate, and 
is trading well above the range analysts have 
fixed on fundamentals. 

AD i t takes, say the pundits, is a few mem- 
bers of the Cowdray family to break ranks; 
institutional shareholders, so the theoiy 
goes, would jump at the chance to cash in. 

Pearson is trading at about 660p, Broken 
up and sold off, it might be worth £9. A less 
radical option, spinning off the media and 
entertainment assets, might be worth £7.6ft 
a share. Institutional shareholders wfll not 
be patient if Pearson management, only 
recently awakened from a sleepy few years 
at the wheel, cannot tease out value from a 
spate of investments in media and 
publishing. 

More to the point, theTe may be even 
greater institutional appetite for media 
stocks in the future. Fund managers will be 
attracted by growth of about 15 percent for 
the sector over the next two yeans, compared 
with just 9 per cent for the market as a whole. 
That follows outperform an ce of 42 per cent 
since 1991. 

Fund managers, by necessity, will be eye- 
ing company strategies carefully, intern on 
picking the winners. Increasingly, those 
winners will be the specialists with' focused 
management, not the grab-bag of disparate 
assets that some UK media companies have 
become. 


Rowland tucks into a 
monthly tab of £60,000 


. TOM STEVENSON 

■City Editor 

The true running costs of Tiny 
Rowland. Lonrho's flamboy- 
ant former managing director, 
were published for the first 
lime in the conglomerate’s an- 
nual report yesterday. The com- 
pany spelled out the" proportion 
of his £1 .6m annual salary used 
for corporate entertainment 
In the five months before Mr 
Rowland was dramatically 
sacked as a director of the min- 
ing. hotels and trading group 
last March, he reportedly re- 
ceived £272.763 in the form of 
“benefits in kind". Most of that 
near £60,000-a- month expense 
account represented the cost of 
entertaining business contacts 
and was Tn addition to a 
£522,920 salary'. 

I *. . In a detailed breakdown of 

W salaries and other benefits, to 
comply with the new demands 
of the Greenbury Committee, 


all Lonrho's board is shown to 
have received some benefits in 
kind but the amounts pale into 
insignificance compared with 
Mr Rowland's allowance. 

Dieier Bock. Mr Rowland’s 
former joint chief executive, re- 
ceived £15,000 in addition to a 
base salary of £600,000 during 



Tiny Rowland: Refused to 
give details 


the 12 months to September 
1995. Other executive directors 
received benefits worth 
between £$,000 and £18.000 
for the same period. 

A note to the accounts point- 
edly revealed the composition 
of those perks: “Benefits in 
kind comprised mainly' the pro- 
vision of a motor car for the use 
of each director and the provi- 
sion of private medical insur- 
ance and. in the case of Mr R 
W Rowland, the costs of en- 
tertaining overseas visitors." 

Contacted at his couotiy 
home yesterday Mr Rowland re- 
fused to give details of how he 
had run up the entertainment 
bills, but he hit out at the cur- 
rent management team lhat 
bad published the details. 

"They didn't even have the 
decency to show me the figures 
involved." he said, adding that 
he planned to write to Lonrho's 
shareholders shortly. His suc- 
cessor. Mr Bock, he claimed. 


had only spent 11 days in Africa 
since he joined the company: 
“His expenses in Africa plain- 
ly don't amount to much." 

The bubbling row over Mr 
Rowland’s use of company 
funds is the latest rift between 
the maverick multi-millionaire 
once denounced by Edward 
Heath as “the unacceptable 
face of capitalism" and the com- 
pany he was unceremoniously 
removed from 10 months ago. 

Money, and his use of it, was 
always a bone of contention be- 
tween the extravagant Mr Bock, 
who claims he spent more than 
£2m of his own money securing 
a political settlement in 
Mozambique, and the more 
parsimonious Mr Bock. 

It is understood that when Mr 
Rowland was cut off from Lon- 
rha the company also removed 
other perks such as the execu- 
tive jet he used to travel to the 
many countries in Lonrho’s 
far-flung empire. 


IN BRIEF 


Chief executive goes at Senior 

Senior Engineering, the specialist engineering group, last night 
announced the resignation of its chief executive, John Bell. He 
is the third director to leave in little more than a year. The com- 
pany issued the announcement after the market had closed yes- 
terday and declined to give any reason for Mr Bell's departure. 
He was paid £174,000 last year and is likely to be paid a substantial 
sum for loss of office. Kevin Gamble, head of the thermal divi- 
; sion. resigned in November. David Bebb, the division’s previous 
" managing director, resigned in 1994 with a compensation pack- 
age of more £800,000, which included the purchase of his house. 

. Tl unloads three businesses 

r .TI, the engineering group, has sold three non-core businesses -for 
‘•'144m to a management-led company. Hay Hall Group has ac- 
■■ quired Tl DesfordTlibes.TI Matrix Engineering and Hollow Ex- 
P trusions with financial support provided by Legal & General 
-^Ventures. The three companies made combined profits of £4_5m 
"in sales of £55. 7m in 1994. Their sale, which completes the dis- 
'*jposa] of most of TTs smaller engineering businesses, will lead to 
exceptional gain of £22m in the group’s accounts. 

‘-Lloyds Chemists talks to Gehe 

Lloyds Chemists is in discussions with the German drug whole- 
saler Gehe to determine whether it is prepared to top the £532m 
bid from Unichem. Lloyds has written to shareholders recom- 
" mending they defer action on the Unichem offer while negotia- 
tions take place over the next few days. Some analysts believe 
.?hat Gehe needs Lloyds to develop the retail side of AAH, the 
" wholesaling and chemists group it bought last year. But Gefae’s 
finances are thought to be constrained by gearing of around 75 

- per cent, while a rights issue to fund any bid appears to have been 
ruled ouL 

Asprey turns to Saatchi brothers 

■Asprey, the upmarket jewellery group which was resaiwl by the 
Sultan of Brunei’s brother last year, has appointed M&C Saatchi 
as its advertising agency. The £6m account is a fimh^ scalp for 

- the new agency formed by Maunce and Charles Saatchi. 


ew director for Medeva 



Pru confirms top 
job for Derek Higgs 


The Prudential confirmed 
yesterday the appointment of 
Derek Higgs, the senior 
Warbtug corporate financier, to 
run Britain’s most powerful 
investment institution, writes 
John Eisenhammer. 

He expects to take up on 
19 February the position of 
chief executive of Prudential 
Portfolio Managers, in charge 
of £76bn of funds under man- 
agement Much of this is in- 
vested in the UK, putting Mr 
Higgs in charge of nearly 4 per 
cent of the stock market, a po* 
sition of unrivalled influence in 
corporate Britain. 

The move marks a radical de- 
parture for the old-guard War- 
burg grandee, w*ho spent 24 
years at the former City mer- 


chant banking flagship. But he 
is among several who nave been 
sidelined since the takeover by 
Swiss Bank Corporation. “I am 
looking forward to the new 
start The time is now right to 
do something different and give 
the youngsters their head at SBC 
Warburg," Mr Higgs said. 

“I shall not be leading the 
day-to-day handling of the in- 
vestment management team. 
That distracts from thinking 
about strategy and the direction 
of the Pro," he said. “It won’t 
be completely different. My 
corporate finance background 
should be helpfuL" 

“I don’t leave Warburg, with 
unhappiness or disaffection. It 
has a great future, although 
there is still work to do." 



'Why don’t you belt up?’ Lord Hanson at yesterday's turbulent annual meeting 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Insults fly at Hanson meeting 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

The slick triumphalism of Han- 
son's annual meeting yesterday 
blew up in the conglomerate's 
face as a constant barrage of 
heckling reduced the AGM to 
a farce. From the moment Lord 
Hanson bounded, breathlessly, 
onto the stage at London's 
Barbican Centre, vulpine smile 
from a giant screen, the meet- 
ing was reduced to an acrimo- 
nious slanging match. 

The unexpected appearance 
of an elegantiy-coiffed Roger 
Moore, regally acknowledging 
applause for the latest Hanson 
TV ad in which he stars, added 
to the ludicrous spectacle. But 
as the more squeamish share- 
holders called for a team of 
burly boucers to unhand one 
particularly agitated woman it 


became clear this was share- 
holder anger in the British Gas 
league, even if the reason for the 
outrage never fully emerged. 

North American Indians, en- 
vironmentalists. women - ail 
had their vociferous say in Han- 
son’s most chaotic meeting. 
Bizarre ly. the radical dismem- 
berment of the Hanson empire 
wras mentioned only in passing 
as the annual meeting as a sen- 
sible talking shop joined the 
idea of the conglomerate on the 
scrap heap. 

A day after the carefully 
timed announcement of Han- 
son's four-way split ("hung, 
drawn and quartered", one of 
the less hectoring shareholders 
remarked), such a theatrical cel- 
ebration was always likely to be 
a high-risk PR strategy. When 
your business includes open-cast 
mining on Navajo homelands 


and the manufacture of ciga- 
rettes and chemicals, a certain 
amount of confrontation is to be 
expected. 

Already feisty, the sizeable 
minority of hecklers among the 
2.000 or so packed into the 
' meeting treated a saccharine 
video about Hanson’s relation- 
ship with its "friends and busi- 
ness partners" in Arizona with 
the contempt it probably de- 
served. For one long-sianding 
shareholder the video was a red 
rag to a bull: “That PR film was 
an absolute disgrace". 

Her view was probably 
shared by a dignified delegation 
from the Navajo and Hopi 
tribes, whose sacred lands they 
claim Peabody Coal is dese- 
crating, and there was a strange 
historical irony in a North 
American Indian woman in- 
toning a prayer for the souls of 


the gathered blue rinses from 
Harrogate. 

Even Lord Hanson, smooth 
as silk for most of the turbulent 
90 minutes, lost his rag at one 
point: "Oh, for God’s sake, 
why don’t you belt up." 

Considering the constituent 
he was addressing, the ribald re- 
sponse to Lord Hanson’s ref- 
erence to non-executive 
director Kennelh Baker’s “dis- 
tinguished record in Parlia- 
ment" was telling. Bui it didn’t 
prevent the chairman's fullest 
explanation of the morning: 
why Hanson would continue io 
contribute £100,000 a year to 
the Conservative Party's coffers. 

“Conditions have improved 
constantly for companies and in- 
dividuals under 16 years of 
Conservative government - re- 
gardless of all this wittering I 
shaft continue." 


DTI put pressure on fraud office over Venables 


The Department oflrade and In- 
dustry, which is seeking to dis- 
qualify Terry Venables as a 
company director, repeatedly 
pressed the Serious Fraud Office 
to Start a c riminal investigation 
into the Eng land football coach. 

This is revealed in documents 
relating to the case and seen by 
the Independent. The documents 
show that the DTI forwarded 11 
alleged offences which they 
wanted the SFO to examine. 

Sources who attended a highly 
fractions meeting at the SFO in 
November 1994 have said that 
when DTI officials realised the 
SFO would not take the case, 
they attempted to start briefing 
thePrime Minister. 

A senior civil servant Mar- 


tin Roberts, told the SFO’s di- 
rector, George Staple, that if the 
SFO would not change its mind 
“it was necessary for him to brief 
his Ministers and for the Private 
Office to notify No 10”. 

It would be surprising for 
Downing Street to be informed 
in advance of decisions taken by 
the SFO, which is an indepen- 
dent prosecuting auth ori ty , and 
indeed yesterday a statement 
said that No 10 did not have pri- 
or warning of the SFO’s deci- 
sion in the Vtmables case. “We 
were not informed, nor would 
we expect to be," a spokesman 
said yesterday. 

However, papers seen by the 
Independent reveal that both the 
DTI and the SFO considered 


Documents show the SFO turned down 
11 allegations. David Hellier reports 


delaying a public announce- 
ment of the SFO’s decision to 
give them time to inform No 10. 

A letter from the SFO to the 
Attorney General’s Chambers, 
dated November 3. 1994, head- 
ed “Edennote-Teny Venables”, 
concludes: “The timing of the an- 
nouncement will depend upon 
the DTL since the officials with 
whom we have been discussing 
the matter need to bring it to the 
attention of their minis ters and 
are also considering whether ft 
is appropriate to advise 10. 
Downing Street." 


The Independent has seen 
DTI papers relating to discus- 
sions between the two prose- 
cuting authorities in 1994, when 
the DTI wished the SFO to as- 
sume responsibility for ils in- 
vestigation into the business 
affairs of the England coach. 

All potential criminal pro- 
ceedings against Mr Venables 
appear now to have been 
dropped, according to a letter 
the DTI sent to him before 
Christmas. 

The documents reveal that in 
none of II cases put up for in- 


vestigation by the DTI was 
there deemed' to be sufficient 
evidence to warrant the SFO be- 
coming involved. 

One of the allegations, which 
currently features in a DTI case 
against Mr Venables seeking his 
disqualification as a director, re- 
lates to a £lm loan he received 
from a since -collapsed finance 
company, Landhurst Leasing. 

In 1994, the documents show, 
the DTI was pressing the SFO 
to investigate whether theft or 
conspiracy could be shown in 
the way leases were offered as 
security for the loan. 

The SFO also declined to 
pursue DTT1 concerns that a cor- 
rupt payment had been made to 
obtain one of the leases. 


Other allegations put for- 
ward by the DTI but turned 
down by the SFO included: 

□Daims that Mr Venables’ 
company, Edennote. had made 
misleading statements when it 
subscribed for shares in Tot- 
tenham Hotspur pic. 

□CJaims that Mr Wnables aid- 
ed and abetted Eddie Ashby, an 
undischarged bankrupt, in taking 
part in the management of a 
number of companies. (Mr Ash- 
by is currently defending charges 
related to taking part in the 
management of companies while 
an undischarged bankrupt . ) 

□Daims that a free executive 
box at Tottenham Hotspur sup- 
plied to Landhurst Leasing for 
1991/92 could amount to theft. 
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Bidders could add value to Hanson 


What was rcaUy mystifying about the ex- 
traordinary scenes at Hanson's annual 
meeting yesterday was shareholders’ ap- 
parent Lack of interest in the proposed 
dismemberment of thefr company. Faith- 
ful investors also showa bewildering will- 
ingness to accept what has been a quite 
inexcusable under-performance ag»m«t 
the rest of the market The shares have 
lost more than a third of their relative 
value over the past five years. 

Plainly something had to be done - 
the shares’ relative decline started 12 
years ago, about the time of the Lon- 
don Brick acquisition, and has only ac- 
celerated in the 1990s. Whether the 
planned demerger of three of Hanson’s 
four operating divisions is the answer 
is not clear. 

The cynical view (often the right one 
in these circumstances) is that Lord 
Hanson's decision to call time on the 
conglomerate experiment actually has 
tittle to do with creating shareholder val- 
ue and more to do with prolonging a 
family dynasty. Robert Hanson, the ar- 
gument goes, would not attract insti- 
tutional support if he were proposed as 
his lather's successor to chair the whole 
£1 lbn group. As head of a Hanson cut 
down to a quarter of its size, albeit still 
probably an FT-SE 100 member, the 
family grip might be acceptable. 

Unlike the previous demergers of 
ICI/Zeneca and Gourtaulds, the break- 
up of Hanson does not appear to un- 
lock any hidden value. In fact some 
analysts are suggesting an aggregate val- 
uation of the parts at between 190p and 
200p, compared with yesterday's close 
of 202. 75p, an 8.75p fall on the day. 

There are advantages to holding the 
whole group together. It would defer 
the capital gains tax that might be 
payable on a four-way split and would 
avoid the duplicated costs of running 
four head offices instead of one. 

But valuations of the parts probably 
miss the crucial point of the demerg- 
er, which is that it is highly unlikely to 
come to frui tion in the form now be- 
ing advertised. Bidders are probably al- 
ready lining up for the best bits, but it 
is hard to see any plausible buyer for. 
say. Imperial Tobacco waiting the nine 
months or so it will take to put together 
the demerger. Nor would Hansou go 
to the sizeable expense of demerging 
itself if it could simply sell Imperial to 
the likes of BAT Industries. Reemtsma 
of Germany or even Japan Tobacco. 

While tobacco is the most saleable di- 
vision. both chemicals and building ma- 
terials could also attract bidders, 
especially if they are not so loaded with 


debt as to become completely un- 
attractive. With a dividend yield of 7.5 
per cent, Che shares are strongly under- 
pinned at current levels and sharehold- 
ers should hold on to see how much vahe 
an effective for Sale sign can create. 

Ashstead ready 
to grow further 

Since Peter Lewis and George Burnett 
boarded Ashstead Group nearly 12 
years ago it has become Britain's 
biggest non-ope rated plant hire group. 
From an investment of £458,000, their 
combined stake is currently worth 
£23m. They are now preparing to put 
their fortunes at risk by launching the 
nest leg of the group’s growth strategy. 

Ashstead is paying £16m for Leada 
Acrow, a 3993 buyout from BEX and 
$30.3m (£20.2m) for McLean, an 

equipment hirer based in Virginia, dose 
to its existing Sunbelt chain of US de- 
pots. To finance the two deals. Ashstead 
is calling on shareholders for up to 
£66 Jm in a one-for-two rights issue at 
152p a share. 

Yesterday’s 2p gain in the share price 


to ISOp, despite such a hefty cash call, 
gives a due to the market's enthusiasm 
for Ashstead. Its performance has cer- 
tainty been impressive, during whathas 
been the worst building recession since 
(he war. The market share of its main 
A-PJant UK business has almost tripled 
to 11 per cent since 1991 and margins 
have doubled to over 20 per cent 
since the trough of the recession. 

Ashstead is probably unique 
amnnggt plant hire groups for its heavy 
incentivisation of staff, but it has also 
cut reliance cm the construction industry 
from 100 per cent 30 years ago to 40 
per cent now. The latest deal should 
spread the business even further. 

Leada, with operating margins of 16 
per cent, takes Ashstead into a new 
business area, concrete formwork, and 
across the Irish Sea for the first time. 
Margins should be quickly boosted by 
putting A-Plant business through 15 of 
the 19 depots. McLean looks more 
risky. The price tools reasonable, giv- 
en profits of $4.8m last year, and 
McLean’s margins of 14 per cent look 
capable of expansion. But the recent 
exit from the ITS by rivals Vibroplant 
shows just what a snake-pit it can be. 

Based on UBS’s forecast that prof- 
its will rise from £18m to £29m in the 
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year to April 1997, but earnings growth 
will slow, the shares could mark tune on 
a forward multiple of 12. Shareholders 
should follow the example of die founders 
and “tail swallow” enough rights to take 
up the balance. 

Fyffes rides the 
banana boat 

Yesterday’s results from Fyffes, the 
Dublin-based fruit supplier, were some- 
thing of a sideshow. The real interest in 
Fyffes is what it will do with the banana 
interests of Geest, which it acquired m a 
£147m deal last month, and whether 
they will reward investors. 

Although nothing will be decided ahead 
of a strategic review, expected to take an- 
other six to eight weeks, some things seem 
clear. Geest’s two new ships and its Cos- 
ta Rican banana plantations are likely to 
be sold. Other than this, Fyffes is planning 
few changes. It will run Geest as a sepa- 
rate business with its own sales force and 
head office. The only potential synergies 
are in shipping and technical support. 

Fyffes could cpt more costs with a full 
merger but that would risk irking the su- 
permarket groups, which would have 
been left dealing with one main supplier. 

The last thing Fyffes wants is a recur- , 
rence of last year's banana price war. which 
saw the price fall to 19p per pound. That ! 
skirmish was funded by the supermarkets, j 
which absorbed the lower prices in their I 
margins, but they could put pressure on 
the producers in any future battle. 

Fyffes claims there is good news ahead 
for bananas. The UK banana market - of 
which Fyffes now has half- is growing at 
8 per cent a year. It has a broader base 
of suppliers, which minimises the risk freon 
the natural disasters that can devastate 
crops. Bananas also account for just 30 per 
cent of Fyffes' sales, even after the Geest 
deal. But investors face uncertainties. 
Whatever Fyffes says, bananas are at the 
mercy not just of weather but political in- 
stability in producing countries, disease, 
and vagaries of supply and demand. 

Yesterday’s results show that Fyffes has 
managed the volatility a lot better than 
Geest. Pre-tax profits for the year to Oc- 
tober were 16 per cent up at Ir£42m on 
sales ahead by a third to Ir£1.2bn. This 
year's interims will be flat, but Panmure 
Gordon is forecasting £44-5 m for the full 
year. With the shares unchanged at U2p 
they are on a forward rating of 13. A dis- 
count rating, but the shares are unlikely 
to excite. 


Barclays goes 
on card ‘con’ 


“I flihik it’s outrageous, ex- 
traordinary — I'm almost 
s nun ped for words." This 
was the sulphuric reaction 
from a Barclays Bank 
spokesman to a press cam- 
paign. launched yesterdav. 
that branded Rowan Atkin- 
son’s TV adverts for Barclay- 
card a ’‘complete con”. 

Jonathan Biles, chief exec- 
utive of WoridCover Direct, 
an insurance comp my. is- 
sued a five-page pressure- 
lease that blasted: ‘‘With 
rubber-faced comedians ad- 
vertising the "free’ travel in- 
surance cover available 
though credit card 
purchases, WoridCover Di- 
rect warns travellers to read 
the small print before refying 
on their blandishments.’’ 

It quotes Mr Biles saying: 
“It's a complete con. The im- 
pression is being given that 
there are high levels of cover 
when in fact there are none. 
Bare lay card Visa's travel in- 
surance. for example, only 
provides cover for up to 
£50,000 in the event of 
death, provided you bought 
your holiday on the card, and 
that’s it! 

“Anybody refying on their 
credit card to provide travel 
insurance wouold be well ad- 
vised not only to check what 
cover they have, but also to 
carefully check excesses ou 
items tike carpets or binocu- 
lars. which can often be so 
high as to undermine the 
whole value of the cover.” 

A Barclays spokesman 
who was shown the state- 
ment went ballistic “I think 
the whole tone of it is outra- 
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That card, Rowan Atkinson, doing his thing for Barclays’ 


geous. It really is a bit strong 
describing free extras as a 
con. We’ve always said you 
should get separate travel in- 
surance.” So will Barclays 
sue? “1 couldn't comment - 
we'll have to look at it” 

How to incentrvise a work- 
force: Ashstead, which 
claims to be the biggest self- 
operated plant hire group in 
the UK. has a monthly profit 
share scheme in which em- 
ployees are paid according to 
the money they have 
collected from clients. 

Ashstead rents out dump 
trucks, air compressors ana 
the tike to builders and in- 
dustrial rites. Peter Lewis, 
chairman, announced two 
big acquisitions and a rights 
issue yesterday. He also ob- 


The Right Honourable Christopher Cbataway of foniMninute 
mtie fame yesterday retired as a non-executive director of 
BEX the industrial services conglomerate, having hit the 65 
barrier. Mr Cbataway set the pace for Sir Roger Bannister 
when he broke the four-minute mile back in 1954. Yesterday 
be said he still keeps in contact with Sir Roger and the other 
racer that day, Chris Brasher. 

Mr Chataway will remain as chairman of the Civil Aviation 
Authority, but his 22-year stint at BET ended as a result of a 
65-year age limit for non-execs which he helped to introduce 
eight years ago. “Norman Tebbit is a month younger than me 
or something, and he will be retiring from the BET board in 
the next month or two,” he added. 


served that since it. was .the £ 
end of the month all the em- . 
pioyees would be scouring 
the countiy seeking to collect k 
cash from their clients. ■ 
“Generally we get the / 
cheques becanse they’re -> 
quite big lads,” be sakL ~ 

Affiance & Leicester Cus- 
tomers may have been grin- . 
ning over their CL5bn share ~ 
bonanza, but at the Council 
of Mortgage Lenders press 
conference yesterday morn- : 
mg there were only scowls. 

As the CML big-wigs sat .A 
down to disclose the latest A 
repossession figures, a . .% 
spokeswoman bad to explain - 
that the CMLls new chair- A- 
man of one week’s standing 
could not attend. He is. Peter 1 
White, chief executive of Al- £ 
fiance & Leicester, who had ’ j 
other things to announce. i 

The CML spokeswoman 7; 
explained huffily: “Hie chair- ;; 
man does not always have to : 
appear and often doesn't.” . ■!' 
Across town, at the. Alliance’s i 
own press conference on its 
flotation, not everything was :• - 
sweetness and fight, either. 

They had to hurriedly con- 
vene a second conference as •• 
they had forgotten all the ' 
Sunday paper journalists. - 
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Ford’s profits plunge by 58% I Enterprise venture dismantled 


DANIELLE ROBINSON 

New Vbrk 

Ford Motor Company yesterday 
reported a 58 per cent plunge 
in its fourth-quarter profits and 
a 22 percent fail in its 1995 earn- 
ings from 1994, making it the 
worst performer among the big 
three US car-makers last year. 

Earnings for the fourth quar- 
ter fell to $660m (£437m) or 49 
cents per share, compared with 
Si. 47 in the previous corre- 
sponding period, when profit 
was $1.6bn. Ford’s full-year 
1995 profit was $4.1bn or $3.58 
per share, down from 1994’s 
record $5 Jbn. 

Both General Motors, the 
number one car-maker in terms 


of size and Chrysler, number 
three, have reported better- 
than-antiripated 1995 earnings. 
Chrysler reported 1995 profits 
of $2bn earlier this month, in- 
cluding a gain in sales. Earlier 
this week GM announced 
record 1995 earnings of $6.9bn. 
albeit due to a lower tax rate 
rather than gains in earnings. 

Ford blamed its poor results 
on a drop in North American 
sales volumes, costs associated 
with product launches in North 
America and Europe, adverse 
results in Brazil and Mexico and 
the effects of currency exchange 
rates. 

The market took the news in 
its stride. “Ford's earnings were 
not a surprise because man- 


agement has been warning that 
earnings would be ou the weak 
side,” said James Solloway, car 
industry analyst at Argus Re- 
search in New York. 

“Even so, they are not good 
and we are unlikely to see any 
powerful rally in Ford’s share 
price,” Mr Solloway added. 

Analysts said Ford was not 
doing anything untoward to 
cause the drag on earnings. “I 
don't think it’s doing anything 
wrong. It’s just that it is in an 
uncomfortable position in its 
product launch cycle. GM was 
m the same position in 1994.” 
Mr Solloway said. 

Despite its results, 1995 was 
Ford’s fourth-best year ever, ac- 
cording to the company. 


MARY FAGAN. 

Industrial Correspondent 

The five-year-old joint venture 
between Elf Aquitaine and En- 
terprise Oil has sold its 13 per 
cent stake in Enterprise for 
about £230m and will now be 
dismantled. 

Enterprise, which said the 
move would benefit the com- 
pany and its shareholders, will 
make a £25m charge this year 
related to the change. "The 
shares were widely placed at 
around £3.70, compared with 
the £4.77 value in the oil com- 
pany’s books. 

Tne joint venture was formed 
in 1991 as a vehicle for the 
takeover of the North Sea as- 


sets of Occidental Petroleum, 
which included fields such as 
Piper, Claymore and Saltire. At 
the time. Elf injected its share- 
holding in Enterprise into the 
venture while Enterprise do- 
nated its Nelson field. The 
French group owned two-thirds 
of Elf Enterprise and in effect 
had operational control. 

The reorganisation gives the 
two groups direct control of 
their assets and is also thought 
to be driven by ElFs desire to 
reduce debt. Graham Hearne. 
chairman of Enterprise, said 
that in spite of the move he 
hopes to strengthen the explo- 
ration and production rela- 
tionship between the two 
companies. 


Enterprise will receive £23 9m 
in oil and gas assets as a result 
of the demerger and debt and 
other liabilities of £130m. The 
assets transferred from the joint 
company are cash-generative 
and the re-organisation is ex- 
pected to marginally enhance 
Enterprisers earning per share 
from 1996 onwards. 

The announcement came as 
Total of France reported a fall 
in net profit to Fr23>o from 
Fr3.4bn the previous year. The 
decline was due to a one-off 
Frl-Sbn charge for restructur- 
ing and accounting changes 
and Total predicted “a sub- 
stantial growth in profits” in 
similar trading conditions this 
year. 
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WIN A PORSCHE BOXSTER 
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If- ' 


with ■"^INDEPENDENT 

Own one of the first Boxsters in the country 


T he Porsche Boxsier or Project 986 has been perhaps the most eagerly awaited new car 
of recent years. Not yet in full production and not due for launch until September, we 
have managed to secure one of the very first Boxsters direct from Germany. 

A genuine two scater sports car, the Boxsters retro body styling and fine detail combine 
for a visually stunning car. Add to this the legendary Porsche engineering and it is little won- 
der that this is one of the most talked about cars of the year. 

The Porsche Bo jester will be powered by a new six cylinder, two and a half litre 24 
valve engine developing 2 10 bbp, driven through a new six speed gearbox. This 
engine is a major departure from Porsche’s traditional, air cooled power 

units. , ’ 

The Boxster combines stunning looks with stunning .? 'JSSphjp 1 , 

performance, capable of 140 mpb and 0-60 in around 

six seconds. But this is no hairy beast; gfr 

it’s a driver's car. The mid-engined _ ~ •■f . 

configuration and double-wish- y, r . \ ^ 

bone suspension all round - ; , , ........ 

ensures a smooth ride. :> 


The production Boxster may differ slightly from the prototype shown here but it is sure to 
be a real bead-turner. 

Tto enter our prize draw you must collect five differently numbered tokens from the 
eight we will printing in 77ie Independent and the Indepen- 
t ^ eni 091 Sunday. Today we are printing Token 
Five. Tbken Six will appear in The Indepen- 
^ *T|JgL dent tomorrow and an entry form will be 

NRs. published on Saturday. 
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■ . - 1 


1. To enter our Porsche Boxster prize draw you need to.: 
collect five differently numbered tokens trom tte eight we 
wilt be printing (one of which was a starter token which. . 
can be used as any numbed. 

2. The dosing date lor entries is 23 February 1996. Send, 

to: The Independent/Porsche Boxster Prim Draw, PQBox 
250. Wfelwyn Garden Cfty, Hertfordshire AL7 lTUafengwflh 
a completed entry form which will beprinted on Saturday 
3 February. . 

3. For previously published tokens or an entry form send ■ 
a SAE to: The Independent/Porsdhe Boxste^Tbksn Request . 
or Entry, form. P0 Box 83. Welwyn Garden City Hert- 
fordshire AL7 ITT. Only 2 tokens are available per.applf- - 
cation, if you require both tokens and a form, please send 
separate SAFs. Requests must be received by first post 
12 February 1996. 

4. Employees and agents of Newspaper PubHsNng Pfc'or - . 
toose of any other national newspaper company dr any 
firm connected with the promotion are not eligible tn taka 
part, neither are their relatives nor members trftharfam- : 
iBes or households. Entrants must be aged 18 or over- 

5. The winner must co-operate for publicity purposes .if , 
required and accept that hisfoer name and pheiegraph wffl 

be published in the paper. 

6. Photocopies of tokens and entry forms are not 
[jk. acceptable. 

7. The promoter reserves the right in thair • 
3k absolute discretion to disqualify eny entry of-. 

competitor, nominee,-ortn add to. or waiw? . 
any rules. . 

8. No correspondence wi8 be enered into. . 
proof ^ Postage will not be accepted .as. . 
pwaf .The promoter wW not . 

rake responsibility for entries tost or . ■ 
• damaged Jn the post The Editor's deci- - - 

■ ■ jfaifliai stort is final. - - = - 

9 - competition is open to residents •: 
.y of the UK and the Irish Repi*8c. The prize. ; 
wiD beas stared, vrftfvho cash alternative^ 
The Editor's decision is final. 
lO. The Pcwsche Soxster should be avarf- 
able in November 1998, but is dspttiv 
dent on production dates. 

Pron»<er; Newspaper PixhteMng •• ' 
Pie,' One Canada Square,; ■; 
London E14 5DL . 
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Perpetual surges as intrigue grips financial sector 


TAKING STOCK 


SEAQVOLUME 

; .->;±.64t>ri shares, 
* %j&265. bargains 
^GJttshTdex 
gf 5.31 - 0.25: 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



Perpetual, the fund mauace- 

mem group, is intriguing f he 

slock market The shares have 
responded to the heady take- 
over euphoria which has cap- 
tivated the financial sector as 
stones of bids and deals have 
swirled around. 

But whereas many financial 
shares have felt obliged to 
pause for breath Perpet ual 
has continued to power ahead. 

They surged another 58p to 
a 2,133p peak with some say- 
ing it will soon relinquish its in- 
dependence with, again, 
inevitably, cash-rich National 
Westminster Bank, known to 
want to increased fund man- 
agement side, regarded as the 
most likely bidder. 

Any deal would need the 
say-so of Martin Arbib, the 
racehorse owner who started 
the company in what has been 
described as a Henley-on- 
Thames garret 22 years ago. 

His family and charitable in- 
terests control around 65 per 


cent of the capital and al- 
though he has shown no incli- 
nation to sell there is clearly a 
sneaking suspicion he may 
yield to temptation. 

With the Arbib stake the 
shares are a narrow market and 
it does not require much in- 
terest to create sharp price 
movements. 

Other financials were less 
enthusiastic. Mercury Asset 
Management shaded a few 
coppers to 894p and up-for-sale 
Gartmore, the US group Na- 
tionsBank is now the favourite 
to strike, stuck at 253p. 

The rest of the market, 
buoyed by hopes of lower in- 
terest rates and New York, 
clawed its way to yet another 
peak with a 24-point gain to 
3.7593. Second-line shares, 
which have lagged behind the 
blue chip elite, are also catch- 
ing up with the supporting in- 
dex 25 points on its peak, 
established two years ago. 

Electricity shares bright- 
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ened on renewed takeover 
speculation with Ybrfcshine up 
35p to 719p. Southern joined 
the surge, up 20p to 82Sp and 
East Midland gained 18p to 
697p. Tklk of more American 
bids is in the air Continental 
forays are also expected. 

BSkyB, figures next week, 
shrugged off its Olympic 
Games setback to continue its 
romp, outperforming other 
blue chips with a 21_5p gain to 
42Sp. Red! and and RMC re- 
sponded favourably to the 
measures to enliven' the Ger- 
man economy and Bass and 
Scottish & Newcastle moved 
ahead after analyst meetings. 

Insurances were excited by 
the Halifax decision to run its 


own insurance operation. With 
Royal Insurance handling new 
Halifax underwriting for 
household accounts, worth 
£300m a year premium in- 
come, the shares rose 7p to 
3S5p. Son Alliance, which has 
lost a chuok of Halifax busi- 
ness, fell 7p to 370p. 

The bio-babes had a down 
day with British Biotech suf- 
fering a 157p hit to 2,123p. ML 
Laboratories and Scotia also 
gave ground. Glaxo Wellcome 
showed the tiddlers bow to per- 
form, up 28 .5p to 9613p on 
Aids treatment hopes. 

Cable groups enjoyed, for 
them, something of an upbeat 
performance. They have been 
hit hard as many householders 


have seemed less than im- 
pressed with the advantages of 
plugging into cable. 

On the theory they have 
been oversold and must now be 
worth buying Nvnex gained 
6J5p to 92p; General Cable lip 
to 179p and TeleWest 7p to 
125p. 

Media shares were buoyant, 
largely on the back of NatWest 
Securities enthusiasm. 

Enterprise Oil was the most 
heavily traded share with Seaq 
putting volume at 161 million. 
The action was the result of the 
sale of 12.9 per cent of group 


by Elf, the French group. En- 
,13pti 


terprise shares fell 13p to 368p. 

Hanson was again busily 
traded as the debate raged 
about the surprise break-up. 
The shares at one time down 
to 199p, ending 8.75p lower at 
202.75p. 

Vodofone, on talk of French 
expansion and Soci£t£ 
G£n6rale Strauss Turnbull 
joining Henderson Crostta- 


waite as buyers, rose 7p to 
237 -5p. Rolls-Royce firmed Ip 
to 204p as Henderson talked 
of more orders and put a 
medium term target of 240p on 
the shares. 

Greenalls “celebrated" its 
first day as a Footsie con- 
stituent with a 133p fall to 596p 
and a profit warning knocked 
37p to 25 lp from catering 
equipment group, lineal 

Engineer Wflsbaw remained 
under the whip of a determined 
seller, falling 5p to 40p. The 
shares reached 80p in Sep- 
tember. 

Bardon, the aggregates 
group, continued to attract in- 
terest 

The shares edged ahead 
13p to 38-5 p, highest for more 
than 18 months. Once again 
turnover was high with Seaq 
putting the volume at almost 
12 million. 

Polypipe moved to a 12 
month' high of 194p and Scholl, 
the health group, held at 217p. 


□ Dean Corporation, a prop- 
erty services group that has 
barely stirred since it arrived 
on ABC in October, seems set 
for a higher profile. TWo 
deals, involving property 
maintenance and landscap- 
ing, could double the group's 
present £33m valuation and 
would require a share plac- 
ing. Dean, run by Stephen 
Dean, former head of Dean & 
Bowes, Is acq ui r in g 40 per 
cent of H Page, a budding 
services supplier. The group 
hopes for profits of around 
£200,000 last yean The shares 
held at Up. 


I~1 BnmtdiBe Aggregates 
held at 27p, despite a share 
build-up. Two former direc- 
tors, Anthony Hansen and 
Paul Kaye, have lifted their 
shareholding to 14.62 per 
cent. Conversion of loan 
stock and friendly supporters 
take their stake to 17.81 per 
cent 
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Johnson still has 

the magic touch 


sport 


* 


, The moment came when Elden 
', Q “ I P I * , . L « No 41, got his sec- 

■ °° d fo ^. in ,ess lhan three min- 
’ : r S M The 7 0Wd knew foul 
• 1 ?° ub!e mean bringing 

.^Magic off the beneh: from the 

• IDOT1Jt f r11 me Lakers called time- 
OU i , ■ 1 were OQ cheir feeL 

1 l A i Jahnson strode out on to 
t ™ Forum court on Tuesday 
rught, deafening cheers lasted 
; neany a minute. They groaned 
; when be missed his first attempt, 
; groaned again as a long shot 
, clanked off the rim. but then 
: Johnson came driving down to 

■ the nght and Dipped in his first 
"basket. 

“You wait for this day for a 
. long lime and it’s finally here 

' and you go out there and'., oh 
; man,’' Earvin “Magic" Johnson 
, said later of his return to pro- 

■ fessional basketball after 1,540 
; days- “It was great." he said. “It 

£ L« so much fun. Man!" 

Johnson had a^ed four years 
and put on 36Ibs since he retired 
[from the Lakers on 12 June 1991 
I as one of the greatest names in 
1 basketball, after announcing he 

• _C ar ^ lt? d the HIV virus. He was 
: noticeably slower and heavier. 

• But he scored 19 points in 27 
-minutes, making 10 assists and 

eight rebounds, helping the 
Lakers to a 10-point victory. 

;••• "Hiey were remarkable sta- 
; listics for a player who has 
; been out for four years. In the 

• stands and in the press box, the 
verdicts were unanimous. No 
; one expected perfect form in the 
first game but, as comebacks 


Rapture greeted the comeback of one of 
American basketball's greatest players. 
T,m Cornwell reports from Los Angeles 


went this was formidable “Sim- 
ply Magical " the Los Angeles 
Times announced in two-inch 
type. Watching from the second 
row was Leigh Adams, a TV 
salesman who stopped watching 
basketball when Johnson re- 
tired. He had brought his eight- 
year-old son to watch sporting 
history and was not disap- 
pointed. "He never lets you 
down," he said. “It’s just a ton 
of excitement. His magnetism 
is just contagious." 

At half-time the overhead 
screen played clips of Johnson in 
his glory days. At the back of the 
stands, filled with 7,500 people 
and more than 200 journalists, 
Johnson's No 32 was still post- 
ed with other retired numbers 
from the Lakers' great players. 
Johnson said he came out scared 
and nervous. “What I’ve learned 
is that I've got work to do. 
Sometimes 1 was somewhere I 
shouldn't have been with it," he 
said. ‘Tve got to feel the game 
better. It's not just my condition, 
it's banging and hitting, and all 
of that has to come back.” 

At times both teams seemed 
to play around Johnson rather 
than against him, overawed by 
the legend in their midsL The 
Lakers' Cedric CebalJos, one of 
the players who bad telephoned 
Johnson to urge him to return. 


said be looked along the bench 
and thought; “Where is my 
rewind button?" Johnson had 
introduced the Lakers' Made 
Divac, a Yugoslav with only a 
smattering of English, to Amer- 
ican basketball. He was the 
high school inspiration for Joe 
Smith, the Warriors' star who 
played opposite him at No 32. 

Johnson's doctor put him on 
the anti-Aids drug, AZT. four 
years ago. but since then he has 
rebuffed questions on his med- 
ication and health. Protests 
from players fearful of infection 
blocked an earlier return. But 
his team-mates now joke they 
are playing basketball, not hav- 
ing unprotected sex. “We are aQ 
educated now,” Johnson said. 
“It is just full steam ahead.” 

The hype was already build- 
ing yesterday for tomorrow's 
game, when the Lakers face the 
Chicago Bulls, who are on a win- 
ning streak led by Michael Jor- 
dan. another great who himself 
retired for 18 months. Com- 
mentators hope it will relight the 
flagging basketball scene. There 
won't be room for any charity. 
The Bulls have won 39 of their 
42 games this season, and are 
aiming to win more games than 
any team in NBA history. "It's 
going to be wild, wild. Michael 
and the Bulls," Johnson said. 


ITF ready to defend itself in court 


Tennis 


. The International Tennis Fed- 
eration said yesterday it would 
vigorously’ defend itself against 
court action by Mats WHander 
and Karol Novacek, who are ac- 
cusing the organisation of a 
drugs allegation smear. 

Lawyers for the two players 
have served a writ on the ITF 


in London, saying Wiiander 
and Novacek have not been giv- 
en a fair chance to defend 
themselves over allegations they 
tested positive for cocaine at last 
year's French Open. Both play- 
ers deny the allegations. 

Deborah Jevans. the ITF 
secretary general, has said since 
the allegations were made on 
Sunday” that she would not 
comment on details of the case 


or on the players' statement. 

“What I will say is that the writ 
has been served.'" she said. “We 
have to wait until there is a hear- 
ing in court and then we wOJ vig- 
orously defend the reputation of 
our drug-testing programme. 
The ITF do not determine the 
basis of the [players'] claim 
which would appear, on the 
face of it to attack the whole of 
the anti-doping programme." 



Spellbinding: the Lakers’ Magic Johnson is cock-a-hoop 


Photograph: Allsport 


Bears reject 
Maine chance 


Rugby League 


$ 


Oldham Bears have abandoned 
Ians to take Super League rug- 
to Maine Road on a regular 
basis, but the dub might stfll use 
Manchester City’s ground for 
one televised game next season. 

Six of their 11 home games 
- against Wigan, Paris, Castle- 
ford, St Helens, London and 
Sheffield - will be at Oldham 
Athletic's Boundary Park, with 
the other five at Watershed- 
dings. “Fans were not keen on 
our plan to use Main e Road” 
the club’s marketing manager, 
David Hughes, explained. ” 
The chairman, Jim Quinn, 
added: “We will only go to 
Maine Road if we can get a Sky 
game there in the second half 
of the season, and even then it 
will be a maximum of one." 

With a new stadium pro- 
posed the last game on the 110 - 
year-old Watersheddings pitch 
looks likely to be against War- 
rington on Sunday, 9 June. 

The prop Paul Anderson and 
the former Great Britain winger 
St John Ellis have signed new 


contracts with Halifax. Ander- 
son, the 22-year-old forward 
who missed most of the last two 
seasons with abdominal prob- 
lems. has agreed a deal lasting 
until December 1997. Ellis has 
extended his commitment to the 
club until June. 

Second Division struggles 
Hi g hfi eld have appointed T im 
Crellin as team manager and 
Alex Melling as player-coach. 
Crellin, 52, has been out of the 
game since leaving Leigh three 
years ago, after stints at Black- 
pool, Halifax. Swinton, Mans- 
field and Rochdale. MeDing, the 
former Swinton and Rochdale 
Hornets hooker, has been play- 
ing for the amateur side Old- 
ham St Aimes this season. 

“I'm glad to be back but it 
couldn't be a tougher job," 
Crellin said. “Highfield have 
been warned they could lose 
their professional status if they 
don’t show a marked improve- 
ment. But I'm confident we can 
change the club’s fortunes.” 

Tommy Frodsham, the play- 
er-manager during the Cente- 
nary season, will be invited to 
stay at the club. 


Crossed wires at Leeds 


After the euphoria of Tuesday, 
doubts have been growing inside 
and outside Headingley over 
some aspects of the new links 
between the Leeds league and 
union clubs, writes Dave Had- 
field. 

The league dub’s football 
manager, Hugh McGahan, has 
dismissed the idea of players 
taking part in both codes, all 
year round. “Our coach. Dean 
Bell, certainly isn't happy at the 
prospect of players Miming out 
52 weeks of the year. All play- 
ers need a time to rest and gel 
over niggling injuries." he said. 

“"We are desperately keen to 
challenge Wigan for the game's 
honours and are not going to do 
that if most of our players are 
tired because of playing all the 
year round." 

The League's chief executive. 
Maurice Lindsay, has also ex- 
pressed his doubts- “We believe 
that the welfare of the players 


is paramount and that surely 
cannot be helped by all-the- 
y ear-round rugby,” he said. 

Meanwhile, there are those 
in amateur rugby league irri- 
tated by Leeds 4 clear hope that 
league fans will flock to Head- 
ingley to watch union in the win- 
ter. “I can understand the 
relationship with rugby union,” 
said Barla’s national adminis- 
trator, Maurice Oldroyd, “but 
we should be encouraging peo- 
ple to support our own game." 

Local amateur sides such as 
Milford draw gates which com- 
pare with those at the union 
club, but Leeds' chairman, De- 
nis Greenwood, admitted at 
the launch of the cross-code ad- 
venture that they had never se- 
riously considered going into 
partnership with one of them. 

The Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
ties planned for Bradford and 
Whitehaven tonight have been 
delayed until Sunday. 


\ ‘Dr Leunt in recovery room 


Racing 


CHRIS CORRIGAN 

Perhaps Dr Leunt was fated to 
. be an unlucky horse. Even the 
prospective owner he was 
named after changed his mind 
and decided not to buy the 
■ chestnut after alL Then, at Chel- 
tenham last March', Dr Leunt 
became without doubt the un- 
luckiest runner at the FestivaL 
, Near Minehaad in Somerset 
this week, though, efforts are be- 
ing intensified to get the five- 
year-old fit for next month's 
Champion Hurdle. 

Too ambitious a target? Only 
those who failed to keep a 
close eye on Dr Leunt's re- 
markable performance in last 
■year's Triumph Hurdle at Chel- 
tenham would think that. 

The ex-Irish gelding jvas 33- 
1 for the Triumph, his first race 
in this country. Despite those 
odds, his trainer, Phillip Hobbs, 
• had publicly stated he bad great 


RESULTS 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

. 9 1 »V L SERIOUS FACT (G DufheW) 5-1; 
X WooVeretone Kafl 33-1; 3. Lady Nasb 

■92 ton. 12 ran. V*. 3VS. < Str Marti FtosMOtt, 
'-teternatreo. Tote: £5.10: £2.30. £2-90. 
■W.40. Dual Foremast: £165.60. Comouwr 
.Ssatfn Forecast £228*4. T/rcasc £732.85. 
-Too; £25*1.30. 

. 2.40: 1_ PRIMULA BAIRN (AfcW GieBvesl 

*.7-1: 2. King Rambo 15-8 tasn 3. Sea-Cteer 
“ 54. 8 ML IVj, 2Vr. ID Unfe ThiriW. Tote: 
.'*£7.90: £1.50. £1.10. £150. DF: £12.30. 
£SF: £19.37. 

SJUfc 1. FtaD OF VISION U Weavefi li- 
■2; Z Kommym Bancor 12-1; a South Esafr 
are Red 8-1 12 ran. 7-2 taw Ocean Park 

; aw. 1 2**. fM Jotrewm, Msuehamriwe 

07.10; £1.10, £3.10. £*.80. DF: £77.30. 
CSF; £58.73. TncaSC £49637. Tim £219. 7a 
N 34fcLWEErMAtrewraGHlT-D«lDril 
13-2: 2. HewrCotT Express 10-i; 3. Myt- 
Ids Mistake 7-L 9 ran. 9-4 fav Princely 
Sow l4mj. Vs. nk. (R HoBtnshead. urner 
‘luwkmh Tote: £4.60; £1.40. £4.00. 
£33 oTdF: £24.00. CSF: £64.03. Tncasc 
• M32M. Tno; tlTLGQ. After a seuonK' "■ 

wy, placries mattered. 

4JO: 1 MYSTIC TEMPO (R CodwneJ 
ftans ^ 2. Bolfr J-l: 3. OMfrC 121;U 

;«**. Vi, X. (Dr J Scargifl. Wg 

.CL70; CLIO, £180, £2-30. Df: £450. CSF; 

' ’1SL53. Trie: £14.80. 

Mfcfl. BEAUMONT IR Cochrane) 4- 1; 2. 
IMaqWawtffain 5-1; 3. Wonderful Pay?- 
. 10 nm. 8. *- 0 Bante, **"»*«£ 

|Wk £4.90; £1.70. £1.90. £2,00. DR 
'Q37ttCSF: £24.84. TncaSti £72.86. Tne: 
# afi0 - ' 

NK won. Pod Of £7.284.80 CST- 
5*1 forwent to LmgficW today . 

<wi Ob £2480. Placejwt £90.70. 
fir £60 .76. Placa B: £153^6- 

pa^ ; jBTOEPENDpa: | 

£ Horse Raring 

S ^e^s 0839 - 111 171 
. Ul 175 

N* Bpidom^HaflbE e7i no wm 
•• ‘tyfBBuxriKferita. 


faith in his new charge's abili- 
ty. Shortly after the fifth flight 
of hurdles. Dr Leunt was dose 
up in seventh, going well. 

But then, as the 27 runners 
bunched on the turn at the top 
of the hill, Trevor Horgan and 
his mount were sent crashing 
through the rails. They rejoined 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP:Zahid 
(Lingfietd 3.50) 

NB: Montone 
(LingfieJd 420 ) 

the field 40 yards further on but 
had forfeited 15 lengths as well 
as losing all momentum. 

From a seemingly hopeless 
position towards the back of the 
field, however. Dr Leunt began 
making relentless headway - 
eventually finishing two-and-a- 
half lengths second to the Mar- 
tin Pipe-trained Kissair. 

Inevitably, the horse was dis- 
qualified and demoted to last for 


technical!}' “taking the wrong 
course". Horgan was fined £220 
for continuing in the race, and 
backers lost their money. It was 
also discovered later that Dr Le- 
unt had broken his near-fore 
pedal bone. The horse has not 
raced since but has recovered af- 
ter an operation to screw to- 
gether the ends of the bone. 

“We're hoping to get him to 
the Festival for The Champion 
Hurdle." Hobbs said yester- 
day. The Kingwell Hurdle at 
Wm can ton in three weeks had 
been considered for his come- 
back, but Dr Leunt has a slight 
muscle strain in his back. “We 
will be looking out for another 
race before Cheltenham, but we 
have the musde problem to sort 
out first. It is at least a possibility 
he could go straight to the 
Champion Hurdle." Hobbs said 
of his horse, who is widely 
available at 40- 1 for the big race. 

Another party watching the 
horse's progress with interest is 
Eric McNamara, who trained 


Dr Leunt in Co Limerick to win 
two juvenile hurdle races in late 
1994. “The horse was always go- 
ing to stay well and was one of 
the best juveniles in Ireland,” 
McNamara said yesterday. 

"He was undoubtedly very 
unlucky in the Triumph and it'll 
be interesting to see him back 
on a racecourse. When he was 
a two-year-old. I thought a fel- 
low from abroad named Dr Le- 
unt might buy him so that’s how 
he was named. Instead, I end- 
ed up owning him myself until 
he was sold to England." 

Had he been sony to see such 
a good horse leave his stable? 
“I always prefer to have the 
money in my pocket,” was Mc- 
Namara's reply. 

■ Prospects for today's Sedge- 
field card hinge on a 7.30 in- 
spection but turf racing looks 
likely to return at Folkestone to- 
morrow. Kelso, tomorrow's oth- 
er turf card, is in jeopard}' but 
chances for 5andown on Sat- 
urday are greatly improved. 



SEDGEFIELD 

HYPERION 

U.0 Buyers Dream 1.40 Dolly Prices 2L10 Stop 
The Walter 2^40 Perfect Ufght 3J0 Briar’s De- 
Bght 3-40 Highland Way 4-10 Ujrio 


1 An MAINS FORTH MAHJEN CHASE (CLASS E) 
£44200 added 2m 5f 


INSPECTION: 7-30am 
GOING: Good 10 Firm (Snow on course). 

■ Left-hand, u nd ula ti ng course. Easy fences and long nm-ir. 

■ Course is lm SW of warn mar junction of.V6S9 and At . • . AD- 
SQSSION: Paddock S 8 1 OAR* $4 ); Course S3. CAE PARK: FVce. 


SIS 


MONO 

CHANNEL 


A1X QALEY (28J J rt .bnrsan 6 11 T MARfegetaM 

BUSHING ALONG (16) - Mu?} 7 11 7 — D J Ksvauatfl (S) 

= CUSH SUPRS* (1G) F Vir^, 7 11 7 PCartwry 

0-LZ=5? QUUS2IAN (8j 1 SU! MMofcmy 

032664 FWM. BEAT (12): Cur* 7 11 7 XWyer 

?232= GRSffiELD MANOR (47) J IVK8 9 11 7 DRynn m 

3C&320 (OOON HAU6H (20) P Cheesarau?) 6 U 7 ATtamton 

NKHMDUN RK v Picnpsai 6 11 7 tAf M Thompson 

OSED 0HWaiR0SS(S7)Fi'j«:8Ur A Dobbin 

OF 32- PERFECT UGHT (22) nr, S Snap 7U7...MP Murray (7) 

G0D-Q52 FIBBER RR5T (28) J Hefem 7 11 7 B Storey 

0fJ6- Roses ORPHAN 032) DTosc ion 7 A Jonas 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAPS: Sme. 
LONG-DISTANCE EUNNEHS: Snowy Lane (4 JO) haa brea sea 
2Ci miles by J from Newport GaroL 


M |A | PETERLEE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
■ L ^ LU I (DIV 0 £3J)00 added 2m 5f UOyds 

330602 BUrBtS DHEAHpTJJHeSBS 5 114 B Storey 

5050 GRAJH DE. CLO PSeaanrt 6 
00050 HJl£lACTWsSS«Mh6U4_ 

Q2«0 OdEMOREBai CTJWafleBlli 


12 ZJ60-5P TOE GAUIJPWrMWOf! (61) ^ ^ 

14 0?FG?0 OmiS UfE M P Eeamfri 7 112 —ASiwIb 

15 50L-5S JUSrwHiy(27)WReec9112 — TRwsI 

IS P- RUAUilITi4S4)TT«ffi7112 JTGarrttty 

-ISdedared- 

BETTMS: 4J. Perfset U«N. 5-lPramier Red. Aly tMey, B-l BnrnSeU Itanor, 
8-1 Fhaf Beat, The C^OophOnajor, 12-1 Heddon Hantfi, 20-1 athes 


o SCOITONGREBJtiajT 
02- WBLBAIWftttSJff) 

0 CHAPEL WALK («4] JH 
04 HSSMUFEDERT 
F P0U.Y STAR (22) l liJTgn 6 
CD TO PROVE APQgg fB^JJ 

re r nw a 3-i Bayere Draam, 7-C2 
pgQy Sts, Seottoo Otbbo, Chapal WnOc, 10-1 



3.10 



'5114. 

9114 A rhnmfnn 

5 ID 13 PCataty 

5 ID 12 — R Rotate (7) 
13 Tftoad 


4 1D7 , 


V Radis (3) 


3-40 


5-1 OH Moran, 8-1 

taBo,ia-l«*e* 

J WADE CONDITIONALS SELLING FTGAP 
- - ■ tfDLE (CLASS G) £2^50 2m If llDyrfS 

1 iAO-240 «WWa*WWDHli471D&^9120 FPw* 

i 30M60 REVEDE VALSE(USA)(8)Def^sSnn 9117 — BRwdhg 
3 Mi EASiaJBABrtMjPCundell =£!5S 

, lywoM m»«KB)|CD)USMF!BBfev ( 11» —ClleCnrnaehp) 
5 i-05445 KAlZARHUSA)tifl"C2m4U110 — OWHWi 

7 03=066 praryTWftfia toSAuCTB Ul BGradaag 

a whitkmespmkess psj 9 sar 9 JO 9 

1 Douy pace OTWSwiiU 100 — DJKaraagip) 

5) KUffiSWXJNCDORnSjCThaOTTlOO-NHflRDdBtS) 

-IDdedarad- 

BErnWt 74 Nodhni Wonder, 4-1 Kataart, Wca*. 7-1 H«o 

DeVatee.8-lX» , Bow.l44Pii)'Ti*o,lB*lo11rera 

{-4771 RAMStDE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
I £ 4^00 added 3m 3f 

« luiua aCHfl RPy t (1R| - rgGeais 9 12 0 — — -P “i™ 

2 ^F§22 

i ggoS 

| ss 

I S^MSI«(57)tfiO).'H^>;3K7 "“J 

s s — 

ifarssSSlaliSSlSif 


HETTON NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 5f 

1 PS10F0 DOfUliAN axiowas (S09 F Mirpfr; 5 120 — PCartwny 

2 CP-4231 BS WAT KSJJHJafrsar. 71110 H A Rtzgandd 

3 0-2331 EAST HOUSTON WTJPJJJONan 7113 Atocteffl 

4 65P-22P (OJmfflTY 0) (As P Sf)7 11 4 RMntoy 

5 132434 BRWITS DHJ6HT (8) (BF) RACanSll 1 Bffloray 

0 1-HiUJ D0NMI6 RS (22) Vs LMesia! ID ID ftLMrHWctra (5} 

7 FS&-43 RNCtfS GEM (B) G Ruteics 8 10 11.. A Dobbin 

£ 23F5Z3 NOW CHAMP (US) M'S S 5rtti 8 10 11 —1. DOOMBy (7) 

9 3t?223 RIVER RH) (4^ K FraK ID 10 10 JMdaud* 

10 3M646 MMNCHVSt(USA)M VVBatef 1010 6 OHartor 

11 04F4FU MONY-SKF (12) to S Sum 7 ID 3 RWtkta30n(7) 

-Udadared' 

CTiMQ: 94 Bad Hoimbo, 741 Us Wfl, SI VaQm CnloaSH. B-l Net 
testy. Ftodfr Bam, 10-1 Briart Mtfit 12-1 Otliora 

PETERLEE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
(DfV A) £3J)00 added 2m 5f UOyds 

1 0 RRHXE PATH (23) T EaSKty 5 11 J LWjer 

2 OOCP flBffiRttl«JCX(27)JH«bn5on7114 .PCartwny 

3 42 HIGHLAND WAY (22) U Toriunei £ 11 z .REamtty 

4 OP MA3WN BROOK (12) W &3'er 8 11 4 CKrfW 




321/ PHWARUONtt P/304) ] YSXJSgC. 6U4. 


.WDwai 

own st80Neaoi«:t^Po«scrajg-.6ii4 Rstntr 

? 0 N0BTDNGA1E W JNtttffli51D13 -WRj 

8 PRDO TIB W WAT (45) D lamb 6 10 13 A»bimm(7) 

9 D GU MBBD ALE [1ft Denys Sragi 4 IQ 2 .B Stflffly 

- 9 tSedarfd- 

EnWftMIfiSfaitl Way, 3-1 Pftfflorawdc, 6-1 General HteJi.BJ.Brt* 
da Pish, Omum ritak, Stnm^oion^. ID -1 o«« 

BOYSTON GROVE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 5f UOyds 

1 F-36013 UVM(USA)(20i TOPI LLungo51113 .TReafl 

2 304024 URBAN QANCMG lUSAHlQ B Ehun 7 11 9 ,.B Hanfittf (3) 

3 JOISO- VAVRUA (fit) B7Q J Hfcsss 11 11 7 — STajtofT) 

4 PllfiOB V!ALDER«M(lS}{CDJDer)vSmci7n2 JStoray 

5 1F3-405 SN0WTUNE(lDi/N«*e6 11 1 .WftKtm 

G 00-252 SRIBLESDLE f&U (D) Mo P 9v 11 10 12 RHartey 

7 2-P3K5 TOTOneetMTHRACING f9) P BeaunwH 6 10 3 _R Sonde 
fl 41D3K EZAp 2 J .VSB3T, 5!01 Jt Mefiratb (7) 


442504 B0IPL/IH (20) Mis S SfiBfi 8 10 0- 


-L Duuiely (7) 


ir, 34S& SiRONSMEAKflCpT) PCneeabnwgfia 100 — ADobbbi 
- 10 d*itfcred - 

Baffin WU«iw7-2 Sbid«nia .&ATapaMieteithraciaft7-lValDa 
DM B-l Urban Dancing, Exenptac. tea 14-1 often 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

1_50 Anzio 3.20 Blue Flyer (nb) 

2^0 Northern Trial 330 Zahhf 

230 PRINCE DANZIG (nap} 4.20 Mr Frosty 


GOING: Standard STALLS: F ‘l & lm ouvnde, remainder hreadt.-. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low Tor of. 

■ Left-fund. »harp enurae I’Equluack surface). * 

■ i '.iutm! is SE or Lowii on B3X!ri. LingficJd station (senvd fcy London, \Taonai adjoins 
course. ADMISSION: All vndosures £fl. CAB PARK: Chib 53; remainder free. 


FORM OWE 

PROGRESSION appealed io rur realty ■*« oner 10 hoe now ays beck iftrsi race snee Sep- 
temben and is an maeswjj canpeteDi on As Yoiv (onrunen nwnngowa ai enenoeo 11 fur- 

tangs. He uas wooing up a 33-1 on in Goodwood s Trundle Handcap ana nsd seictal in-form nones 
Detnnd. metaemg vnoaioo a we nerpii of nrs poaws. PrognsstoD asnT tawckeC aooui trtttr a sjb» start 
m that comebar* race hoe and may law it* edge on PrinM Damig, ano Hes 0» uaefc. joes for 
J3OT Weaiw ana tas rad a rauple g( rear! runs D finrrg hrn to ine boi Wf» Set Uwt won <nw hot- 
dies al lufcw m Ocrobei and took* jua the :,pe WU Jimmy Hams can ptace » aftaraage on 3* an-wath- 
ef . wMe Red Spectacle may tty to bum or me pppoatw frern me from. He raced ow two odes tet 
time Bui rs also a wmria wet an cnenceo nine fjnon^ a HMumemprai. Courtmrfl represens B» S*- 
man Dw stable ubictiues on me math at Cegres-sie-Meriresffinlay a nd Cowta nlvwn mere lag Febru- 
b^, latei- adtkig to Those pms m a Bngnai nanocap. Setaboe: PROGRESSION 


SIS 


RACING 

CHANNEL 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R O'Sullivan - 45 winners from 260 run- 
ners Riva< a surra* ratio of IT.irfa and a low lo a 11 Icvd stake of S 15.57; Lord Hunt- 
inftdon -;t? winners, 1G8 runners. 22.:rfb. -SG.CKi; M Jolmston - 34 winners. 195 runners, 
17. INs sSlO.OS; A Moore - ;H winners, :U6 rnnnera. -S20.75. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L DeHart - til wins, 3JS rides, 2&.0V +1T, 1 .77, : J Weaver - 
wins, 245 rides, 1M.7V +142.72: R Cochrane - 45 wins, 254 rides, 17.7V -£27.75; 

D Bice" - 41 wins . 408 rides. 104#. -i.lK.fT8. 

BUN KERE D FIRST TIME: Capuin Maitnatodr ( roared) [11201; Bawl l.vfeorcd ». C-on- 
qnlstalade I3 20.L 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Real Madrid (3.50.1 won here on Thursday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Red Spectacle (2.501 A Mac’s TTud (3^0 r have 
been sent 270 miles by P H.islam from Middle ham, North York-Jurt- 


O on I QUEBEC MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 added 3Y0 
lm Penalty Value £3318 

63D3-G2 BIRFlTHIC21)(MBAVCappuaniRheam90 JWrawB 

05 CRYSTAL FAST (USA) [29) Hens H tarai P Kefleiwy 9 0 ACtart4 

440- LANCASHKE LEGEND (124) I&ryai T*er & Da« IMBOhl S Dow 9 0 RCocftraneS 

000223 RAVVl (7) (BR (Mn D»ca IVnsartyi WMurr 9 0 Jea+Ptam Lopez 7 

0- BUJERBBiy HHD5 (159) (A E Cwememer) C Wal 8 9 JN0ay2 

J Fortune 8 


403436 CONQUSIAiADE (USA) (12) iS PC Vioodsr S Woods 8 9- 
O NMIVE SONG (45) Bnwa BttOCStOOr M Haynes 8 9 


BRITISH COLUMBIA CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3,450 
added 6f Penalty Value £2377 

0113500 HARD TO FIGURE (138) (CO? 'J W Uianfl R Hoffs ICiS 7 fi Cochrane 8 


04,1501 STAR IALENT (USA) (21) (C) (D) (Mes io Crwtayl Ite, G hdeway 59 5 .._T Ashley (7) 1 

01052-3 KHBW MAGIC (21)10(BF) [Ms 0amaWnsayyiWMra7 62. 1 Wearer 2 

44.1CM30 ANZIO (12) w TO (fttranl J Grayi B Pearce 58 9 DR McCabe {31 3 


6065-16 UFT BOV (USA) (12) (C) (D) (A Moore) A Moors 785.. 
0555430 TOORNY BISHOP (7) (CO) iTeny Thom) J Bnogcr 56 3 
-Bdedared- 


..Candy Morris 4 
J Quinn 5 


3-4 NOIE OF CAUTION (USAJ (22) (BF) (The Queenj Lmo Hunbre»n 8 9 
- 8 de cl ared - 

BETUffb 6-4 Btae Rjw, 5-2 Noth Of CartkM. 3-1 Raid, 8-1 LancaiMie Legend, 11-1 Compdstn- 

fadi, 12-1 Btaebany fieJds, IB-1 others 

1995; PeuWiB 3 9 0 B Doyie 13 tB (C Bnaani 5 ran 

FORMGUDG 

BUIE FUTER is a neHiult pJdmg mill plemy of scope sboui bm and a awt-heaq seomo oWet Draw 
ora cause and dsance mme weete B£p pravces the rrira encoura^mcnL He has been Wntaec an ns 
laea nw sons, bui traieHed uell enoLgi mraugh me race last aw to a®pa be can cope wnnnui the 
zd. m any evem. the boohmKcf lason Weraer a a he puc. Tha tools me iypc o( we Blue R)w can wn. 
Note Of Caodonncfi Weaver’s mom » Wofcerhanwon (75 last ume but FtarUe Damn, back n action 
on The aB-wathei. takes o*r. Even so. Nora O CUm w Own ne swawtek m WtahrertBiwcr whai 
(ourth m Coacnena ana tods treatable on that tom. Crystal Fad is one mat can vnpnMt and a «nnh 
rrangrtr suppoa ume Rad, also nooen I^r Wearer in the past, mgjti ewna^ set a Kffle race, but tsnl 
anything ^xcd. S el octtotc BUIE FLYER 


BETTWAL 7-4 Hard To Figaro, 04 Star latent. 7-2 inherent Made, 8-1 UR Boy, ID-1 Ando, 33-1 
Thorny Btatnp 

1995: Tynan fVrpte 7 8 5 D Kamswi 13-2 <T J Naughtwi 7 ran 
FORMGUroe 

HARD TO RGURE nor be an easy tense to place an uf tfss year. For al in actatv, he is a wtaran re- 
LOTnrjg from a Had gisfi ro a tetkx* sustamed m the Ayr G(M &4J. True, He ran some fine races m graa 
■XHTQafrv last ieam notably when scon ol 29 m Ayr despite tnniie inruntmi; but ha leacneo the frame 
on 1 ) nvree ir we artempis. Al leaa he we aoie so mantaai his recat ot vanning at least once per sea- 
son since 1988 by Efang a Lered race at Newbury ir, July (a 25-1 success from Insr). On paper, tht rs a 
goal crcmce for hm ut mata hs afl-««am« twoui a winrung one, but Ron Hodges, who has abanocmad 
tnans :o send Had To figae funning, says he ml not pennere if the ota horse has last fus appeue ir 
racing. He reports at* me cocuUr grey seemt m good form al home and tropes mat aZ-neatter daunett 
car prtjwK an ourtsL Hoc®» sate 'Arlene who mutt ctam a lO^ear-oW after be has spent so long m 
our yam «UU be 3 bn mean' Star Talent, tormohr with Date Ostwnh, had a stegRiUy fuffw lendsap 
rawg m me early pan ol last season and receives ?b here if hs Ildar's ainsra e taker into accoun. 
Star T3WJ's firel n» fcrwwconnecficnsrasufled it a namw «t from Pentad Plight hera three i«l<S 
again? suspeor a that he may not frtd too much when commg ofl d« bnota but much deperefi cm now 
Ham To Hgire toes to tns surface, taberent Ua0c was beaten at 5-2 on m a fne-futong darner nere 
three weeks ago and it, no barer ort eitti me umner, Ufl Boy. But therein Mage may hare beer m M3- 
Sm aid sue shape* as if sn furtone steuid now suit her, despite her urns al ewneig o*f fae. Anzio haaiT 
snaoec too snee he Noueribef wn here mi sever, frs fouth ran of 1935. 

SeteOtea: HARD TO FIGURE 

ALBERTA SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G } £3j000 added lm 
5f Penalty Value £2,306 

06334-2 HU FARM DANCER (7) (Dennis NwwO W Brtsboume 5 9 10 D8tr»B(5) 17 

0550-20 CARDUN MARMALADE (19) (C) Ms Alson Thom) D Thom 7 98 JTOtell 

OQ16-40 HOSE OF G^HN (20) (p) (HM FbdeouU B Paling 5 96 R Cochrane 8 

J Fortune 1 

ACkrt(4 


3.50 


NEWFOUNDLAND HANDICAP (CLAS5 F) £3/150 added lm 
2f Penalty Value £2396 

1 004-413 ROBQUON (14) (Q (Geo^a S Thompson) D Artrumnot 5 10 0 R Cochrane 10 

2 0541/2-1 EXPLOSIVE POWBI (21) (CD) (HT Shorn GBravay 5 9 12 Ttvos'7 

3 0060-51 TW» (USA) (14) (CD ) (J Mcraxu P 5 9 9 ACtarkU 

4 4003-13 IABUDO (USA) (12) (Q (BF) (Isaac. Crouo?. Adams. ltRfami R tagam 6 9 B — DBB9>6 

5 306-61 TOW UOSTWEUOME (14) (CD) IMn J E Lamwrtj D OrenOi Don 5 94 S Carter 12 

6 604-040 MACSTAXI (12) |Q [J MoUunSi PHasam 4 9 1 JFartrae8 

7 62000-3 GANADOR [M)ffl Smart) B Smart <8 11 SSwhw3 

B 36000 SHm£yRUaE(27S)UWUursefllRiU)ges4Bn 5 Draam (3)9 

9 60000-4 SWEET AILEGMNCE (M) (Broohrugfr iicnW0 J ItaRon 6 8 10 P McCabe® 14 

10 113-201 REALMADHD(7) (CD) (Qve W d) 0 Enngm 5 E 9 (5ed AMml 


I Qutan4 

... Cardsts 2 

A Garth 5 

.4Machqyl3 


2.20 


362-064 HEKHIH OF RUE (IrM (Smon T Lewis) A J Wilson 5 9 5 

M»P4) QUADRANT (14) (Q (MV Johnston) A Mocre7B5 

500006 WHITEHEAIf7)(Tljg^tDwre)WGMTumef4 95 

OCOO JMBO (238) (TLong).l tenters 5 04 


656-52 NORnHH TRIAL (USA) (9) (Dene UcCanfAi)KBurte893 
06/014/ COAMANCHERO (563) U WMasefl R Hoc^s 98 13 


10 006610 SOBSKypSHCO) (bran QiWrLaJ) B 04X^4 5 12 

11 0445-22 NRIAK (W) (W) (ftfer Htfttai) P Matet 4 8 9 

12 04-4G50 SWtW«DFLyH?(^(Date PE®fcr)JAHara ?6S_ 

13 0404)44 FOOLS OF FHDE (B IL A R Hofinshcafl 4 8 8 _ 

14 000-00 SWDANSAR (23) 0 Danebi G L Moore 4 83 

15 OSWKl MBTER LAWSON (2Q (E) (W MdUbtyn) 8 Snort 10 8 1 . 
IB 00Q0 PERCUSSION BRD (14) (taroe Poutait ) Poutajn 4 80. 
17 S6-356 DUGGAN (8) iP D E«ns] P Evhk 9 7 12 . 


_C Adaraoit (5) 2 
__ Safer Wal (7)5 
— TAsUay (7)15 

S DrtMDC (3) 3 

I Qttfcn 12 

SSanden7 

.JMcObSMlO 

FLyudJ [7) 16 


JthtanslB 
....A Mectay B 
_TFWd{7)14 

F Norton 9 

_N Cartels 13 


18 003000 Vfflfi0(USA)tl2)P0Rj(dy)«B6Mp9i 10 

-lSdsctered'- 

tfiramum nB^Jf 7sf ItSB. 7>l# hanrtcap Wro >st SO. . . 

ffiTTMG: M Nortbani Trial, 13-2 Wall, 6-1 HR F*m Doncar, 7-1 Captain Marealarte. 5-1 One 
Oroaim. 10-1 rey pm 12-1 Snrishy, 14-1 FocbOt Pride, Hh&ft Of Ftene, 16-1 otters 
199S: Danong Dtanond 5 9 0 S Sanaa* 5-1 (Miss B SaxJets) 10 ran 

form awe 

MEIAK is ad a matter! fiy, but the s^ts are mat she tat mate a bold oc r Ms sefcr. Sheii2titH- 

iHfartlie fhreesjuaTErsoJalert^try^Soilikyl^heiiMsmBMiirMateiWanss^fesi 

mwtn ami was frKtwtg besL ate a&m had to ptav second frkie. Dig bme tt Canons Mare cw 12 fur- 
here, bo seeks ago. but Cerate Mar cot Bg» afteniartls, beacr^M Fam Dnear here. Md* 
Of Fame prppec Hi/ F;am Dancer ft* ysond place r a 124jrtiig ^premrW nanccap at Wotohenp 
ton larf NtMfnber, hut las has looked one paced an subsequent sons. Northern DU tU manags to 
taw settmn place behind nDiinfewiontBDVhtaior here 1120 nw days 3&, but me tarn mv net amount 
to muen ana one Of t*o of the jonpr )»s» are Befy io pitw n» petty tor ten. How Of fflceo has 
win daanets here and at Santniel art seems fairer rtandcanteO on that tom. tut she fatea out Eme- 
ly r tte teo-miie Eoothwel daimer won by Eutaff last morBi. She is returned to a flicner tnp «nh Ray 
Cochrane booted, bii it csmwt hare Dew Wt of stamina mat beat hw n Erfotfs race because sue wit 
orer 2mU at Bah last July. 

Seiecftw U&TAK 


11 543464- ZAMD (USA) (1B2) it*s Bane U Bur*i K Bite* 588 

12 CZC«H» ALSMAAII (FR) CU5 IQ (MrsRJDoatpcnumi RC/SiAat68 5 

13 0000&0 HRLRWMW0!Em(Mi5MayBia»UTtei W Bnslxwne 5 8 5 - 

14 550500- RUBADUB (1RZ) (The Toe Cnc Racng Oubi J M RatSey 5 7 10™ 

- 14 dedared - 
Mimn nelffic 7a 10b. True toe&aa RubaduO 7a 4P. 

BETTWa 3-2 Eaqtorra Power. 11-2 Tbdd, 6-1 Yore Moat Welcom e. 7-HabreM. 1M Real Madrid, 
B-l Robe&on, iD-lZahld, 13-1 Uu i Taxi. 14-1 Often 
1996: Little Ubs Raw 5 7 12 Stephen Davies 100-30 (R (VSuilhenl 9 ran 
RJRM6WDE 

i POWER was confrmne earter form win T# Wad behind Wet Patdi iiee ahen texmg Fleal 
i length owe the come and dstance three weeks a$>. Tdtetg tha lead off Rear Manna a furlong 
out. Eipiostre Power proved mo stronger the runner-up nrmerunnttieineandhas erery chance of 
ocsig so af^m on 3io beoer reora. Tne reason fed Madn) 6 vone ofl s the 5ta renahy to canes tar 
tis ^me defeat of Ultmaie wsinor nere last nreeta That win ctvtfrms ms sddny <t ho runs »ttn Ereteswe 
Pmwr. Your MM Wsfcom, lumng fcr tne first nw in fan mute, tnshed offc teighs baoi n stati 
to Bqploare Pnwei*s race, loading haft a rrate cut unU Real Madr*j wart on a hatong Wet. He has smee 
won a week marten o*er the course and astance from Enart Gander and Sweet AHedaaea an) should 
run be so ter befuid Eiptosne Po«i mis time *mn he 38) pd. RobeBkm was a far spnnurr on turf last 
season and duned ho stoys a mfc on tfta alhreatliH by gettng up to beat Baton Danner here last 
month. The w* he had tept or ntc foonn behmc Labudd tn a mfle hendeep the ome before su^ats ne 
may be even more anted by today's etna two tutongg. Todd’s vun m ttocatn one of Ybut Most Wricome's 
maiden wassJ#tVfesw. Both, horerer. mere poor races. SdacHoK EXPIOSNE POWER 

ONTARIO AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4y200 
added lm Penalty Value £2,968 

1-04020 FIXM OF SMDES (Q (Mb Area L Santas) P Evans 5 117 Ur A Evans (5) 5 

00500-2 DffiRBT (Miss Sarah lores) ROSftan 611 4 MrtteryJotea (5)8 

304033- MR fN0STY(73) (Q (D G WngTK WJaivis4112 MrJDataa9 

660466 BEST K5T SECRET (B) (Ten Hi Cormutcasms) PB^z. 5 10 13 _ MrWMcLo^iin 10 

OOOCCG S0UIIB9J REtOE (17® <S M HcCauSand) R Bafw 5 10 4 M- A Hotonrertb (5) 1 

50604-0 DREAMCMW«(22)(REItoaca*)RPeecoi*Blf)2 - Mrs C Paacoft W « 

440454 UNELESSflJ (27) (C) Thompson) DAitjuOma U9 12 — MraDAiMiwrt? 
435504 M0NTOW(12)(BSfRD') Jtertons691D Dr M ttamteh 6 


2/4UOO- HOUDW ISLAND (283) 83 (0) IP BeD) P Etoder 7 9 9_ 


JUrJGotttata{33 


230 


MAMTDBA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5000 added tin 4f PenaL 
ty Value £3,453 

5244-34 PRINCE DANDG (15) (CD) (A H UhcU D Munay Srtdh 5 9 11 [Wearer 2 

11200-6 PWO0SKHW (9) p) (A)C* Gome) C Malay 5 9 
nCGOO- COfffi HU! (248) ip Ccn0e) J Pearce 5 8 10. 


4 100500 CROSS TALK (3) ij E Eb® R hUvshHd 4 0 8_ 


_MTeUntt5 
.& Banted G 
fl 


445004- LETS BET LOST {62) (Pad Murphy)! A tons 7 S 3„ 
301306- COURBAM. (125) (D) (G Srenberg) S Out 1 4 82.. 


011-340 RED SPHTACtE (14) (D)[DM HMorfpn) P Hasten 4 7 ID . 

- 7 declared - 


.DaMGtecoa* 

..„AWy(7)3 

._JiiteWi(5)7 


BETTRIG: 3-4 Prince Danfe 7-2 Courtwt, 4-1 Praeresston, 9-2 Lrfs Got Lost, 11-2 Red Spocta- 
cie, 33-1 Cross Tdu 50-1 Conic HB 

19» An Form 8 10 3 1 4 -5 (C Cpert 7 ran 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 400004 JONSCHOKE(27)IHS&EMYatfis}BPiem897 ,™JissLft»*weBB4 

11 350000- (WWtAfMAMClfiejmWUU&HSaijM&aiynSS JfcsEOertHll 

12 060600- HABfC LEADK (tar Panel T Ctenstt 4 9 0 UrVUdaoh*2 

- 12 tfodond- 

BEI1W8: M Difiwt, M Ur Rasty, 5-1 far Of Spades. 114 Montane, 8-1 Jan's Cfcoice I 9-l 
BmI Kctf Snoot, 12-1 Low Legend, 14-1 otters 
1995: Fertkus Pfign 4 9 ID J marer J-l (W R Uu« ll ran 
^ , RUMGUDE 

The evenence of John Duricxi or MR BtOSIY could be a deoifirsbcaif. Ur Frosty wn a seren-futang 
maaert here last year after an absence of stz monms, so tne too that he has nut tun on the Ra snee 
rvuC-Nwertoei - he was pulled up wer luges tea nurth - s npt Miy » be a proUam. He was a pen 
DM on me Mf at Ooncasm it Mach and ho iw Latest rare over the cww (he undo hare aon the 
frst with a mere posture rife) stggea hB a not ta nfl sat ftrm. DiriPBat is a danfcr. He me ml far be- 
htna thrt-placea Mr Frosty atrar staffing Eto/dy o/a tte cdurb am distanx n Nnember ant has since 
spat the siiisequent wrtner Cetespa) Clware: KesNi Homm m a lD-fiitoog hattlcap hat He gx tne 
mo, jh g pratetty Deter a a mde. R»r Of Spadaa nas run three nms «er tnn cause Mian u days, 
hy faf h s tfcst hare fra second id Rate. The wtner was comcislaig j [Qj-aner and a repetmon of tha, 
arrjUitoghecoulO nn maru gp nnT iiPtrj^ wmiv' pit tarn n arlh a Chaite. This a more Hontong*! lm 
after trectg jned ouer a imte ano a half m raa of ns tost 3irw sans- Satocflon: iWt FROSty 

■ Kim Ramsden and David Spencer, the principal figures behind the Palace- 
gate Corporation raring syndicate, were yesterday warned off for five yean 
by the Jockey Club's disciplinary committee. The hearing, which also resulted 
in (he corporation being disqualified for five years, was called to establish 
whether Ramsden had committed a breach the Rales of Raring in passing 
himself off as Spencer. The disciplinary committee found that Ramsdenhad 
“acted in a manner prejudicial to the integrity, proper conduct and good rep- 
mation of horseracmg” by passing himself off as Spencer between 1991 and 
1995 and disqualified him with immediate effect. The charge against 
Spencer, that of permitting the deception, was also found to have been proved, 
and be received the same punishment. 


is 


he 

jn 

on 

ic- 

10 

ho 

/ill 

he 

ini 

ft. 

m- 

:rs 

in 

tie 

>se 

rle 

his 

he 

?T- 

le- 

uis 

ie. 

he 

isi- 

Jie 

/it 

Mr 

or 

are 

Lhe 


i i 


f 



”\ 






sport 


Wainwright prepared 


for muck and bullets 


When Gavin Hast- 
mgs bowed out fbl- 
tS^P|B-lowing a last- 
minute defeat 
against France in the quarter- 
finals of the World Cup last 
summer, Scotland did not have 
to take the high road or the low 
to find a new captain. jRob 
Wainwright, another Cam- 
bridge University man, was the 
natural successor. 

“In all honesty," Wunwright 
said, “the only bit of advice 
Gavin's given me was to dis- 
connect my answerphone." Not 
quite in the Agin court class of 
stirring addresses on how to 
beat the French but sensible 
none the less. Capt Wiinwright, 
a doctor in the Royal Array 
Medical Corps, is, metaphori- 
cally speaking, up to his neck in 
muck and bullets. 

He has lust moved from Cal- 
terick to Edinburgh and is set- 
tling into a new house with his 
wife Romayne, Douglas (.18 
months), Natasha (five months) 
and Zala, a Hungarian hunting 
dog. A conversation with Wain- 


FIVE NATIONS FOCUS 


Tim Glover meets the natural leader 
intent on steering Scotland to victory 
over France at Murrayfield on Saturday 


the Army,” he said. “It’s a 
healthy population and most of 
the injuries I treat are of the 
sporting type. Working in a 
doctor's surgery gives me more 
experience and helps to reduce 
their workload.” 

After treating .soldiers and 
civilians he works out at a 
health chib or on the tartan 
track at Murrayfield and in the 
evening trains with his new 
club, Witsoniaos, for whom he 
will make his debut in a cup 
match later this month. He was 
thinking of rejoining Edinburgh 
Academicals from West Hartle- 
pool but the Aeries were rele- 


Road Scotland led 16-10, and 
afterwards Wainwright said he 
didn't realise the lead was down 
to six points, nor did he realise 
that no points were scored in the 
second naif. “I’m not one who 
says, gosh look we're 12 points 
up, maybe we’re going to win. 
I avoid looking at the score- 
board. I want to crack on. 
When the brain gets a bit 
fuddled others help with the 
tactical decisions." 

By others he means the half- 
backs, Bryan Redpatb and 
Gregor Townsend. “It's impos- 
sible for one man to call ail the 
moves. If I’ve been running hard 


wright is frequently interrupt- 
ed as he barks out orders to his 


ed as he barks out orders to his 
household company. However, 
another member of the family, 
Inga, has gone Awol. 

One of Wainwright’s hobbies 
is falcomy and he named his 
bird, Inga the winger, after 
Wigan !s Va'aiga Tuigamala. He 
was working Inga in "Richmond, 

Yorkshire, when she disappear- 
ed. “She went to catch some- 
thing and I couldn't find her. I 
haven't seen her since although 
a friend has spotted her. Shell 
be completely wild by now." 

In assuming the captaincy on 
the field in addition to being a 
captain off it, Wainwright, dear- 
ly a frustrated Rob Roy, is att- 
empting to combine two pro- 
fessional roles. “I didn’t work to- 
wards the captaincy but there 
were not that many candidates. 
I don't want to sound cocky but 
I have the experience, seniori- 
ty and a guaranteed place in the 
side. I couldn't ask for a better 
position to be in. I can't try to 
emulate Gavin. I’ve got to 



4 I couldn’t ask 
for a better 
position to be in. 

I can’t try to 
emulate Gavin. I’ve 
got to establish 
my own style } . 


ROB WAINWRIGHT 


establish my own style. Off the 
field it's hard work. I don't have 


a typical working day.” 
Wainwrieht works 


wainwright works at an 
Army medical centre and then 
has a stint in Civvy Street at a 
local GP’s practice. "We haven't 
got access to enough patients in 


gated and Hastings directed 
him towards his own chib. 

Whinwright did not get the 
response be expected when 
Scotland drew with Western 
Samoa at Murrayfield and were 
beaten in Italy, but everything 
was turned around in Dublin, 
where a smart victory over 
Ireland has set up a key match 
against France in Edinburgh on 
Saturday. 

“Tackling has always been 
one of our strengths, and we lost 
it against Italy because of poor 
concentration,*’ Wainwright 
said. “You’Ve got to want to put 
the man backwards, you've got 
to be hyped up, you’ve got to 
show aggression. For the Five 
Nations the players were up and 
prepared. No team assumes 
anything in the championship. 
Our fitness was higher, our 
commitment higher.” 

At half-time at Lansdowne 


for five minutes and I'm knack- 
ered and out of breath it's hard 
to think. Others will see things 
that I can't see. A lot of calls twll 
be made by Bryan at the base 
of the scrum." 

Wainwright was educated at 
Glenalmond, the alma mater of 
his father, Jim; who taught at the 
school. Wainwright, after 
occupying various positions, 
has settled at No 6 - his father 
played blind-side flanker, win- 
ning a Cambridge Blue in 1956. 
Rob, sponsored by the Army, 
spent six years at Cambridge 
studying medicine and played in 
three Varsity matches from ’86. 

He would probably have 
played in more but for injury. 
It gave him the chance to win 
a Blue at boxing - heavyweight 
division, naturally. “I was lucky 
enough to win but there wasn’t 
an awful Jot of competition. It 
was good fun and I was quite 


So, just how good is Wain- 

ricrhtv We n*sted him with 


wright? We tested him with 
The Edradour, a 10-year-old 
single Highland malt. “The 
smallest drstfllery in Scotland,” 
he said. Very good. 


Questions of Sport 



£40,000 to be won 


Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 
in Saturday's paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
which, if you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the chance 
of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 

Ybu don’t have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 

knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to answer 

each question, so if you are in any doubt, check it out 

The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to Friday 2 

February. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize of 
£5,000 to be won. 


HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Thursday 1 February. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each with three possible answers 
coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Nineteen, either 
A,B or C in the Q19 column then 
repeat for Q20 and Q2 1, 


THE QUESTIONS 
Q13 Who won the 1995 

Australian Grand Prix, the hut 
race In the Formula One season? 

A: Gerhard Berger 
B: Michael Schumacher 
C: Damon Hill 


IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts cm any one game section on 
any one day. you win that amount 
After you have played the last game 
on jraur card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total Is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. You could also win 
today's instant prize of £100 by 
revealing an asterisk. 


Q20 Wbat Is the vest nnrnbsr of 
basketball's Magic Jo hnso n? 

A: 32 
B: 28 
C: 42 


Q21 Where was tbe first 
tournament of this season's 
European golf tome staged? 

A: Tenerife 
B: Portugal 
C: Singapore 


HOWTO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £5 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PUUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £5. phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 4pm 
today. 

terticipating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menaes, Forbuoys, MartinsTRS 
McColl, Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, 
Supereigs, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Paperchain - Village Store, Paper 
Shop. 

if you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Bum ley, 
B8101SH. 


RULES 

L No purchase necessary. Cards are freely 
available from newsagent or by sending a 
&& sae to: Independent Questions Of Sport 
Card Request, PO Bo* 41, BtacHaum X, BB2 
SAC. One card per request. 

2. The prizes for eaeft game will be swarded to 
the player or players nratang a successful 
Mm. 

3. AS claims are subject to scrutiny and cards 

. must be intact to be eligraefcr a prise. Cards 
with printing wrora are void. 

4. Winners must agiae to the pubbeabon of tiwir 
names and photographs in The Independ en t 
and tha Independent on Sunday. 

5. Should more prizes be domed than are 
available in any pnze category, for any reason, 
a ample draw wfl take place for the prize. 

6. Persons under 16 years oh), empknees of 
Newspaper Publishing pic.. Minor Group. 
Europrmt Promotions Ltd., Newspaper 
Pubtefwg pfc retail agents, their agents and 
fannies are not stowed to ptay 

7. The Editors' decisions ace final In aS matters 
relating to the games. No correspondence can 
be entered mto. 

8. Newspaper Publishing pta rwwve the right to 
Stop the game at any time and change the 
conditions. 


QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 


Thursday 1 February 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 


Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME ..... 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE, 


lb the Newsagent: Please check 
the card is correct and give the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
winning card to your head office for 
foil redemption. 
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happy to do it for a short time.” 
Wiinwright is a medic more out 
of Dr Finlay's Casebook than ER 
(emergency room, not the Eliz- 
abeth Regina for whom he 
worts). Modem doctors don’t 
box. “There were only three 
two-minute rounds and you 
were so tired after one minute 
that the blows were not that 
hard. There is a lot of boxing is 
the Army and everyone has to 
do it, although some civilian 
doctors refuse on principle. 
There is no doubt that a pro- 
fessional fighter is taking a 
huge risk." 

Like father, like son: 
Glenalmond, Cambridge, ca- 
sualty ward. Jim returns this 
week from Kenya, where he 
lives in retirement, to watch the 
rest of the championship; he 
gave up rugby at 23 because of 
a knee injury. Rob has often 
been in the wars - a fractured 
cheekbone against England two 
seasons ago was one of the more 
bizarae, he and Doddie Weir 
(broken nose) collided with 
fellow Scot Peter Walton as the 
three of them pounced on 
Kyran Bracken - but never a 
war zone. But for rugby he 
would probably have spent most 
of his time in Northern Ireland 
and Bosnia. 

“I wouldn't be where 1 was if 
1 didn't have the flexibility that 
the Anny gives me," \teinwright 
said “I don't like hospitals... ar- 
tificial light, artificial air. Fd for 
prefer to be in a small surgery.” 
He’d for prefer to be stalking the 
Highlands with Zala and Inga, 
but that will have to wait 

In one respect Wainwright, 
who was born in Perth and 
who wifl be 31 nest month, does 
follow the doctor's casebook. 
He likes whisky. Tin a collec- 
tor to a certain extent but I'm 
not a malt snob. The trouble is 
I don’t get much chance to drink 
it” Sis bottles of Famous 
Grouse, a Christmas gift from 
one of the SRITs sponsors, lie 
untouched. He didn’t even get 
a few drams inside him on 
Burns' night last week. Instead 
he was in Munich, receiving 
treatment to his back from a 
German doctor. 
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Mark Bell's progress is impeded by a determined England A defence yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown.'i...v. r: 


Blyth displays winning spirit 


DAVID LLEWELIYN 


England A 
New South Wales 


There was plenty of spirit, as 
Andy Blyth demonstrated with 


his winmng tiy in injury time, 
and bags of confidence as 


and bags of confidence as 
England’s players in waiting 
strutted their stuff against an ef- 
fective and seasoned New 
South Wales side in bitterly 
cold conditions at Leicester’s 
Welford Road yesterday. 

On this performance, quite a 
few of this England A team - 
notably in the back row and at 
scrum-half- should not have to 
wait too long before hitting 
payola in the foil side. They cer- 


tainly earned their keep and 
even put in 10 minutes’ overtime 
- five in each half- as the Aus- 
tralian state ride, unbeaten on 
tour until yesterday’s con- 
frontation, tested Tony 
Diprose's men throughout 

There were 11 capped Aus- 
tralians on the pitch, but every 
England player threw his hat in 
the ring. Captain Diprose de- 
clared this, the third victory 
under his leadership, the best 
“We played some outstanding 
rugby against Western Samoa, 
while nance A were a hard, 
physical side, but this was our 
best performance and our most 
satisfying result,” the Saracens 
No 8 explained. 

In an absorbing first half, 
punctuated by penalties and 


punches. Matt Burke’s kicking 
kept the tourists’ noses in front 
But inside 10 minutes after an 
interval prolonged by Sky TV’s 
coverage, Diprose'smea were in 
front Will Greenwood, a rangy 
Harlequin, powered through 
following a 49th-minute tap 
penally. Alex King made up for 
his missed conversion with a 
penalty five minutes later and 
the Australians were rattled. 

So much so that they finally 
put die A team under some real 
pressure which resulted in a try 
for Daniel Mann. Burke, who 
bad already kicked a fourth 
penalty, did not miss the con- 
version that edged New South 
Wales ahead and in the final 
minute of normal time, he 
added a fifth penalty. 


Blyth levelled the scores and 
King popped over the converse®-' 
before Tim Stimpson attempt-, i . 
ed a final penalty, awarded sqr- '■ j." 
parently because, of. some 
back-chat from the tourists. 

Etaffand A: Mbs Greenwood Syttir Ga»; - 
venimi King PmaMes Sttrokn 2, Rftg 2. ' 
New South Watea; Tty Mnnu; CoDmrim - 
Bute; Ito n aW a a Burta-5, - , . 

ENGLAND A: T StfcnpBon (Ufost HaiSaparJ); - 
P HUB (Bristol). ABWfc (West Hartlepool). W 
Greenwood (HBitaMnal, AAriatajrilBaBfc 
A«W»ladllm» 1 AHai^(0»atHHrf , 
wlGk(Cbi«M,RCwi«rtLDGarita^lli# • 
Leicester]. G Archer (Bnstofi, J ft> 
eSafe). M Cony fflWWJ, KW (SnawtaJ,- 
A Diprose (Saracens. capO- 
fEW SOUTH WALES; M Bute fEartWdfc * 
Monte* (Gorton), J Mab (West HartttAB 

TombafftonnemSiJMtel.DCamptaapanc]-. 

«**J;Sfltta«niSoutfianH8tnas],Sflnw ■ 
(Eastern SUourtxy; R Hany (Syxe/ ui W.M . - ■ 
Bril (Northern SutMtaB). M Hart* Kotort. 

W Waugi , S Dome.; * . totfiar a* • 

utosTWoMwI^tUaniyl.DMni^K: ; 
Hood). T Gorin (Easwm SuBurts,;Mffl.' 
Rripteaneab A BMm (Gorton) tor toy. 

Referee: D Dates (Uanbradach). ' ' r 


Rowell attacks England seniors 


STEVE BALE 


Jack Rowell yesterday admon- 
ished his senior players for 
their failure to influence the way 
England have played their rug- 
by this season and for leaving 
Will Carling, poor dab, to bear 
the foil brunt of the captaincy. 

With the Welsh ready to de- 
scend on Twickenham on Sat- 
urday, the England manager is 
evidently not convinced- noth- 
ing having happened to per- 
suade him in three games this 
season - of Carling's unaided 
capacity to dictate changes 
when necessary. 

So when the players collect- 
ed at Richmond, Rowell re- 


minded what he calls the “mul- 
ti-cap brigade” of their re- 
sponsibilities now that the old 
lieutenants, Brian Moore and 
Dean Richards, have followed 
others from the recent golden 
era out of the side. 

“The established players 
have been around for a while 
and suddenly their friends have 
gone and perhaps that’s de- 
motivating,” Rowell said. The 
manager ran through the for- 
wards he would like to discharge 
this responsibility - Leonard, 
Johnson, Bayfield, the recalled 
Rodber and especially Ben 
Clarke as pack leader- noting 
that the failure of England’s 
line-out in the last-ditch defeat 
by France was self-inflicted. 


“If referees are going to in- 


terpret the rules as they did in 
Paris and in the World Cup 


Paris and in the World Cup 
wben England played New 
Zealand, where you can come 
across and there’s heavy body- 
contact once the ball has left the 
thrower’s hand, you have to be 
more streetwise to cope with jl 
“I n any game Martin Bay- 
field plays in I expect him to 
come under a lot of physical 
pressure. We worked on a 
game-plan which would cir- 
cumvent that but in the pres- 
sure of the game we didn’t get 
anywhere near the variation in 
line-outs we had practised. It's 
something we have to sort ouL” 
This is a specific example 
that illustrates a general point 


about how England.- and, as . 
Rowell notes, Eogtish rugby ■ 
generally -let themselves down ~ 


rank bad exrore. Yesterday Jean- - 
Claude Skreia Warned England 
for the sterility in Paris wide, as .. 
ever, his Engfish counterpart was 4 






: 


These days Rowell would not _ 
dare take anything for granted-, 
“People are underestimating: 
Whies,” he said “Of course 
when you play Wales, or thff . 
other home nations, it’s more' 
than r ugb y; it’s history. This wiH-? 

drive on a refreshing-loakiri& 
Welsh team, tboogh fdfike 
think England wifi fence Woles.. .' 
in and impose some of their un- . - 
doubted footballing ability ■'* . 


jU,:., 


5T* case 


Duva dies of 
cancer at 44 

Boxing 


Not a good sport 


Dan Duva, a leading boxing pro- 
moter for almost 20 years, has 
died following a lengthy battle 
against cancer. Duva, who was 
44, had been admitted to Co- 
lumbia Presbyterian Hospital in 
New York on Sunday. 

As the head of Main Events, 
a family enterprise, Duva pro- 
moted or co-promoted more 
than 100 world championship 
bouts, including 12 heavyweight 
title fights that grossed more 
than £200ra. 

Duva was one of boxing's 
dominant promoters, along 
with Bob Arum and Don King, 
and Main Events fighters have 
included Pemell Whitaker, 
Evander Hoiyfield, Sugar Ray 
Leonard. Tommy Hearns and 
Lennox Lewis. 

“Dan was a terrific guy, a 
good promoter and good man,” 
Aram said. “The boxing busi- 
ness will really miss him.” Holy- 
field. the former undisputed 
heavyweight champion, said, 
“This day is a sad day forme be- 
cause I lost a great friend, and 
an equally sad day Far the box- 
ing world,” 

Obituary, page 12 


From MrJ Beckett 
Sir. I agree with referee Stephen 
Lodge that Sky Sports' trial by 
television in the recent game be- 
tween West Ham and Man 
United makes his job very dif- 
ficult How would Andy Gray 
perform I wonder out in the 
middle? 

And I don't think he is fair in 
some of his comments about Ju- 
lian Dicks. For example, a two- 
footed tackle by the very 
talented Ryan Giggs on Row- 
land of West Ham was not even 
mentioned by Andy Gray. 
Yours sincerely 
JOHN BECKETT 
Kinson 

Bournemouth 


Sports 

Letters 


squad in 1966 and who deeded 
Jimmy Greaves a place in the 
World Cup-winning team. Hunt 
had featured alongside Greaves 
throughout the build-up, Geoff 
Hurst only made his presence 
felt in Lhe final preparations. 
Yours faithfully 
DAVID RANKIN 
Crosby, Liverpool 


Dumb’s the word 


Hunt for the truth 


From Mr D Rankin 
Sin I am tired of reading inac- 
curate reporting of Roger 
Hunt's role in the 1966 England 
World Cup team. A myth has de- 
veloped that it was he who 
“came with a late run” to take 
Jimmy Greaves’ place in the 
team, a myth perpetuated in 
your papier on 23 January when 
discussing Robbie Fowler's call 
up to the England get-together 
this week. 

It was actually Geoff Hurst 
who was the latecomer to the 


From Mr R Hazlewood 
Sin After the Southern Hemi- 
sphere teams have shown the 
limitations of 10-man rugby. I 
see from the French march that 
the English have come up with 
the answer - nine-man. 

What I witnessed was the 
wocst display I have seen m a king 
time. Frofesstanalian seems to 
have produced a un creative 
bunch of robots. The pack con- 
tinued to play round the base of 
the scrum and line-out even 
though a 10 year-old could have 
seen after 30 minutes that it was 
gaining nothing. The often 
telegraphed kicking of our new, 
dearly brainless, No 9 (Matt 
Dawson), resulting in ascrum and 
a kick track, epitomised the tac- 
tics (it could hardly be called strat- 
egy) of the whole match. 


One wonders, too,' how! our No ■ 
15 (MGkeCatt) managed to gain, - 
an international dart. Whenever 

mechanical - 

down the field^usuahydowfi the, 
throat of an opponent- . 

I had heard from the. iaicdia. , 
that our rugby supremo. Jack ; t 
R owed, was determinetlto bnpg 
an open and eacitzog styfe to the .- 
English game. It » ofadous, 
then, there is some otfe r Effi ^ 
lisb team waiting in the wifigA. 

because given his view he oduld, 

not have trained the. one I saw., 

The fact that not otie^baff 
readied Rory Underwood,^ £ 
match winner often. nor theotft-' 
er wing for that matter; gjwes.das £ . 
the suspicion that with theaai-' r 
ing.of payment English ragtff 4 s ■ 
a team game has come to: ts* ? • 
end of the road. Might we irt? ^ 
witnessing professional v. 

who wain to be seen onTy as 
much as possible, be the >- 
sentatibn good, bad, inddfferrirf f 
or, m this case, disastrous. < 
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Yours sincerely 
RICHARD HAZUEWi 


RICHARD HAZLEV 
37500 Chinon, France 
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Letters should be marked “fbr j 


daytime and evening phone . 
numbers. They sbooM be sent; f* 

to Sports Edito&Tbe Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, London 
E14 5DL. They , may be shO& 

ened for reasons of space* . . 


•ON. 

v- 

V 






4> IjaGk 




THE INDEPENDENT • THURSDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1^6 




KT 3 ' - '• - 

i£~ 




sport 

The j° b is impossible. Frankly, anyone who even considers 
it should worry over being in the early stages of madness 

nrarand thOL IQ Dllhlir nt-inio r__.i « 


Every now asd then, in public prints 
l and across the airwaves, it is un- 
: equivocally pul forward that no 
more important job exists in football 

. than the one Tfeny Venables intends 

to vacate next summer after the 

. European. Championship finals. 

This erron eous and quite arrogant 
: assumption of prominence in the 
' world game, and the pressure it cre- 
; ates, is the main reason why there 
■ has been no rush of substantial can- 
: 4 &dates fora job with the now pre- 
ened designation of national coach. 

Who of sound mind would want 
; to lake on a task that pays less than 
; the best appointments in the Premier 
• League for braving a level of ex- 
: pectation out of all proportion to the 
.'technical deficiencies evident in 


dub football and what now passes 
in popular newspapers for inves- 
tigative reporting and the hair-trie- 
ger abuse of headline writers? “Tjust 
don 1 go for ail that crap about it be- 
ing the job nobody with real pride 
could turn down,” said a manager 
who figures in the list of runners 
posted by some members of my pro- 
fession. “Look what has happened 
to ali those who had a go at il" 

It is a troubled tale. Wearied by 
the interference of regionally biased 
selectors, and having failed to take 
England beyond the quarter-finals 
in four attempts, W&lter Winter- 
bottom. who was also director of 
coaching, resigned following the 
1962 World Cup in Chile. 

Alf Ramsey, the hero of 1966, lat- 


er came under fierce criticism and 
was fired after falling to qualify Eng- 
land for the 1974 finals in West Ger- 
many. Realising quickly that he 
had seriously overestimated the 
available talent -“At Leeds I wasn't 
restricted to England players" - Don 
Revie legged it to the Arab Emirates 
in 1977 for four times the money. 
Even Ron Greenwood, who 
restored dignity to the role when 
persuaded out of semi-re dremenL 
came in for monstrous vilification. 
A year after succeeding him, Bob- 
by Robson, who aged visibly in the 
job, was jeered off at Wembley. “Ir 
was the worst sound I'd ever beard, 
and knowing that my father was at 
the game made me feel all the more 
rotten," Robson said. 



When it looked as though England 
would exit early from the 1986 
World Cup finals in Mexico, a head- 
line branded Robson the “Fool on 
the Hill", an allusion to the team's 
steeply appointed quarters near 


Monterrey. Robson would almost get 
England to the 1990 Worid Cup 
final, but not before- his head was 
demanded for a bleak showing in the 
1988 European Championship. Few 
of the players could regard them- 
selves comfortably in the mirror but 
he took the flak. “Managers get too 
much of the credit and too much of 
the blame," Ramsey once said. 

Realising that no effort was 
being made to extend his contract 
and that Graham Taylor had already 
been approached by the men who 
are presently agonising over 
Venables' successor, Robson went 
off to win the championships of the 
Netherlands and Portugal. Unable 
to progress beyond the functional 
football Lhat had raised his reputa- 


tion. Taylor proved to be a bad in- 
ternational manager. What he did 
not deserve was the orchestrated 
abuse that reached into his family 
life and portrayed him as a turnip. 

More recently, even if it was 
personal problems that persuaded 
Venables to back oft, he could not 
count on unanimous support from 
the Football Association, and some 
critics have found fault with his 
selection and tactics. 

Ever the optimist, Venables does 
not agree with them, but a view held 
personally is that the job is impos- 
sible. Frankly, anyone of note who 
even considers it should worry over 
being in the early stages of madness. 
It is not just expectations but the fact 
that fewer players than ever are up 


to the more subtle requirements of 
international football. Brian Clough 
once advanced the typically glib 
and probably mischievous notion that 
no sympathy could be had for .the 
England manager if he was incapable 
of producing a successful team from 
a pool of more than 2,000 players at 
work in the old Football League. 

By eliminating footballers from 
the other home countries, the 
Republic of Ire] and, those from out- 
side these islands, manv who were 
past their best and a majority not up 
to standard, it was easy to dis miss 
Clough s assertion as a nonsense. 

Things have not improved. If 
there is a leading light out there who 
fancies the job my advice would be 
to take a long look at histoiy. 


Tunisians 
too good 
or Zambia 



seniors 


football 


TiSpisia pulled off a major up- 
sdfwhen they beat much-fan- 
ciSti Zambia 4-2 in their African 
Nations’ Cup semi-final at 
KSjg's Park, Durban, yesterday. 
. jjfhe Tunisians, who needed a 
p£§alty shoot-out to get past 
hfi&ible Gabon in the quarter- 
fifials, completely outplayed 
Zambia for the first 60 minutes 
u&peaupa 3-0 lead with goals 
fKftn Abel Sellimi, Zoubeir 
Beya and Kaies Kodhbane. 

When Zambia, the finalists of 
two years ago, began to come 
back strongly with a 68th- 
minute goal from Denis Lota 
and a siring of other chances, 
the Tunisian defence held out. 
Abel Sellimi put the game be- 
yond doubt in the 85th minute 
when he converted a penalty af- 
ter Mehdi Slimane had been 
brought down by Elijah Litana. 

Hilary Makasa grabbed a 
consolation goal for Zambia in 
injJty time, but by then it was 
I far too late. Zambia were a 
" shadow of the side who so im- 
pressively reached the last four. 
They drifted through the first 60 
£ minutes, lacking invention, 
communication and, most im- 
portantly, resolve as the tough 
Tunisian defence comfortably 
held them at bay. 

The Zam bians did have two 
chances, when Lota's shot from 
just inside the area was well 
blocked by goalkeeper Chokri 
El Ouaer and Andrew Tfcmbo 
stabbed wide from close range. 
The statistics showed they had 
greater possession in the first 
half, but it was the Tunisians who 
used the ball better and they 
went ahead after 16 minutes. 

Mehdi, a constant menace 
down the flanks, slid a ball 
from the right across the goal- 
ie box and Abel Sellimi slipped in 
* front of his marker to nudge it 
' past James Phiri in the Zambian 
goaL Beya made it 2-0 after 30 
minutes when he curled a free- 
kick from outside the area 
round an out-of-position Phiri. 

Tunisia went further ahead 


two minutes after the interval. 
A left-footed lob on the turn 
from Kodhbane had Phiri vain- 
ly clawing at air as he tried to 
scuttle back to his line after sav- 
ing on the edge of the box. 

However, the Zambians, at 
last stung into action, began to 
play their way back into the 
game and after Tembo and 
Lota had both gone close they 
reduced the gap when El Ouaer 
could only party a shot from the 
edge of the box and Lota was 
on hand to score from the re- 
bound. They continued to push 
hard for a second goaL but the 
mountain was too big to climb 
and Abel Sellimi's late penalty 
settled the tie and ensured 
Tunisia's progress to Saturday’s 
final. 

They will meet the hosts in 
the final after South Africa beat 
a disappointing Ghana side 
3-0 in yesterday's other semi- 
final in Soweto. 

John Moshoeu put the South 
Africans ahead in the 22nd 
minute and added his second 
two minutes from the end. Sean 
Bartlett struck the other goal in 
the first minute of the second 
half. It was a bad night for 
Ghana’s two Premiership play- 
ers: Leeds’ Tony Yeboah was 
well out of touch while Coven- 
try's Nii Lamprey was sent off 
late in the game. 

George Weah. the Milan 
striker who is the mainstay of 
the Liberian international team, 
announced yesterday that he 
will not captain Liberia again. 

Weah, the 1995 Fifa “player 
of the year", added, however, 
that he will play for Liberia 
again. He told the Italian news- 
paper Gazzetta deUo Sport that 
he was upset “with all the prob- 
lems caused me by [Liberian] 
Federation officials." He did not 
elaborate. 

“I will play on the Liberian 
team again. I'm proud to be part 
of it, and I’ll try to earn quali- 
fication for the [1998] World 
Cup along with my team- 
mates... hut I won't be the 
i earn captain any more," W&ah 
added. 


SRU puts case on Europe 


Rugby Union 

Tht&icottish Rugby Union yes- 
terday put its case for districts 
rather then clubs representing 
Scotland in Europe next season. 

In a document called 
' "Strength in Depth, Success in 
Europe 1 ", circulated to clubs 
before the special general meet- 
ing arranged for 9 February, the 
SRU argues: “In the best in- 
terests of Scottish rugby, from 
both- playing and financial an- 
gles, it should be district rather 
•_ than Subparticipation, 
lip- “The objectives behind the 
'V ' proposal are to maintain strong 
representative sides, to build 
i ^rength in depth through Scot- 

i waffs dubs and to provide a 
j Statctuns that better enables top 
pkjws tbstay in Scotland.” 


The paper continues: “The 
committee has been mindful of 
its responsibilities to all clubs, 
recognising that the financial 
benefits of participation should 
be shared widely to further de- 
velop the game at all levels. 

“Scotland's clubs are just not 
strong enough to participate 
successfully in the European 
Cup, particularly since Welsh 
aft d French club sides are dis- 
tricts in all but name.” 

The document also points out 
that English clubs such as Bath 
and Leicester have large pop- 
ulations on which to draw. 

The SRU have made it dear 
that the three districts carrying 
the Scotland banner will be 
drawn from the four home- 
based districts, rather than Eng- 
lish and Welsh-based exiles. 


TUESDAY’S LATE FOOTBALL 
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0 Oxford Utd 2. 
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Angry King hits 
out at referees 


Andy King, the Mansfield Tbwn 
manager, yesterday aimed a 
bitter attack on English refer- 
ees after being ordered out of 
his dug-out for the second time 
this season. 

The former Everton player 
may face a Football Association 
disaplinaiy hearing after Tues- 
day’s incident, which came less 
than a week after an FA hear- 
ing into an earlier incident was 
postponed because of an injury 
crisis at the Third Divirion dub. 

“It seems the situation at the 
moment is men in black against 
22 players." said King, who 
was sent to the stands in the 
closing minutes of Tuesday's 
2-0 defeat at Gillingham. 

King was spoken to by the 
Staffordshire referee, Alan Wi- 
ley, after a confrontation with 
linesman Peter March, and was 
then made to walk across the 
pitch to occupy a seat in the 
main stand at Pries [field. “My 
remarks were not aimed at any 
individual, but the linesman 
took offence to it and called the 
referee over, and he asked me 
to leave," King explained. 
“However, there's nowhere to 
go on that side of the ground, 
so he made me walk across the 
pitch, which took longer than 
there was left in the game. 

“It was frustration that got 
the better of me. You are los- 


ing 2-0 away from home and try- 
ing to get a result. I keep call- 
ing for some understanding 
and some talk to realise the 
pressures and frustrations man- 
agers are under. We should 
talk like adults, but it seems the 
situation at the moment is men 
in black against 22 players." 

Earlier this season King was 
ordered out of the dug-out 
against Lincoln Q'ty after going 
on to the pitch to organise his 
nine-man team following two 
sendings-off. He escaped a 
touchline ban last season after 
a similar hidden t at Wigan. 

An exchange deal involving 
Aberdeen's Peter Hetherston 
and Jim Mclnally of Raith 
Rovers has been scrapped after 
the Dons player failed a med- 
ical yesterday. 

Hetherston. a former Raith 
captain, had been set to return 
to the club after IS months at 
Pitiodrie. Aberdeen even para- 
ded Mclnally, the former Dun- 
dee United, Nottingham Forest 
and Scotland midfielder, at a 
lunchtime news conference and 
he had been due to make his 
Dons debut against Cove 
Rangers in a friendly last night 
before the problem arose. 

Hibernian have signed the 35- 
y ear-old former Chelsea de- 
fender, Joe McLaughlin, on a 
free transfer from Falkirk. 


‘No Euro League yet’ 


Tunisia’s Abel Sellimi (white shirt) powers his way through the Zambian defence yesterday 


GUY HODGSON 


Rick Pany, the chief executive 
of the Premier League, last 
night dismissed reports that 
European football's governing 
body, Uefa, would be forced 
into forming a super league as 
“wild speculation". 

Uefa meets representatives of 
36 dubs from Europe's 12 lead- 
ing nations, including Arsenal, 
Liverpool, Manchester United 
and Rangers, in Brussels on 7 
February, and there have been 
suggestions that a European 
League will be on the agenda. 

Parry discounted that, how- 
ever. “People should not get 
carried away with the idea of 
dramatic outcomes.” he said. 
“This should be the start of con- 
structive and positive dialogue 
and not the basis for rumour 
and speculation. 

"The Premier League be- 
lieves that there is a need for di- 
Photograph: Allsport alogue on a number of matters 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Sally Gunnell, the Olympic 400 metre 
hurdles champion, jesenlay confumed 
that she will race in Britain, for the first 
time m 18 months, trtis vreetend at the 
two-day AAA indoor championships in 
Birmingham. She wia also run at the Ri- 
coh Tbur international m Bbmngftam on 
10 Februan/. 

Basketball 

worthing Bears -yesterday received a 
work permit for their near 6ft Sin for- 
ward, Tim GarreC-TheBA-yearold Amer- 
ican, wtvi has played all aver the world. 

replaces Demck Plain who has waited 
out on the dub to return to the United 
States. Garrett is set to mate his de- 
but in the Budweiser League game 
3$ina Manchester Giants on Saturday 

WA: IA Jjatass 128 GoKen &** ii& Cfiea- 
gp SS Houston 87: fcssa-.a 107 Manta 90; 
Rom 11A Lten, 9ft fttando IflA Boston 99: 

Denver 88 MmwOT 86: Dates 10S LA 

pas 101: Seam? 97 New toe* 88. Sacfrnemo 
102 Tsana 75. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC DIVISION ^ ^ ^ M 

Oriando 21 12 .721 - 

NewYofk 27 IS .643 3"i 

WM iwyw, 9i 21 .500 9*4 

MtMri 26 .432 12** 

Hew Jersey..— — —17 26 .3JR5 14 

—in 27 .357 ISP* 

JTflwIeWite 8 34 .ISO 22^3 

CENTRAL MRSKW 

-MS - 
.674 10** 
£71 IS 
524 17 
512 17^2 
500 IB 
575 23 
579 27«* 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
MIDWEST DIVISION 

San Antonio —27 

Utah 28 

Houston —29 

Denver 18 

Mbs 14 

Mhineiiutfl... — U 

Vancouver 10 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Seattle 32 

Sacramento 23 

LA Lakers— 25 

Portland — ... — 21 

Phoenix — 18 

GaMen State 18 

LA Clippers 16 


13 .675 - 

14 .687 

16 544 4 

25 .419 UM 

27 -341 

30 .268 18Vr 

33 -733 Ipu* 

11 .744 

16 .590 7 

18 581 7 

22 -488 11 

23 .439 13 

25 .419 14 

26 -381 15^2 
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Boxing 

Colin McMillan, the former World Box- 
ing Organisation featfienvei^it cham- 
pion, stopped Justin Murphy after two 
minutes 17 seconds of the fourth round 
in Barking on Tuesday night ■ McMillan 
received no payment for the fight. 

Cricket 

THIRD IMDER-19 “TEST (Bulawayo, sec- 
ond day of four - no pipy first rtey): 2m- 
babue Under-19 143 (P Hutchison 6-21) 
England llnder-19 96 tor 3. 

Football 

Shane Nicholson is set to more to West 
Bromwich AWon for £150,000. The 25- 
year-old left-back could make his de- 
but against Ipswich on Saturday. 
Australia ere a step closer to foe 
Olympics despite a 1-0 defeat by New 


Football 

7.30 unless saw 

FA UMRRO TROPHY nret-nwml replay: 

MfeHmgv Rodw/efl 1 7.45i. Hn t ioma sec- 
ond replay: HP* v JK"*ES 2K8S 
•wy Term !7.45:. On* raw* tWrt w*** 
Kayes v Ehfk&L 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Lanes v A&n W&. 
PONTOB LEAGUE FW DM*w 

Fores: fiJBs 

ty (7.0i: ftercne* v .T-ffl . wear 

femes v L.-^P«£ {7.01. Swwl OMskxz 
Bjsctorc •• 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Firt* 
Division: Swra-raar, v Queens Rak 
Mroms Tcsemem v U«n 

.^SAO^Sj- 


of foe Ocearua Zbne qualilyinggoup and 
now fees foe North and Central Amer- 
ican Zbne tunas-m for the nght u> play 
In Atlanta. 


Rugby Union 

CUIB MATCHES Ayr v GfcKgXW HgVKflWrw 
axle (7.30): WgnowBhre v Stewatry (7,0): 
Aboravon v Bmbh Steel (7.0). 

Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: London Leopards v 
Hemel Hempstead (750). 

Ice hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE First DMsfon: CDetmsfon) 
Chieft&ns v Gutttom Raines (B.l5i; Pmer- 
tjorotjgi Rrares v TeUrad n@era (750 j. 


Maurmo Gaudino. the German inter- 
national who played fbr Manchester City 
last season, was convicted of insurance 
fraud in Mannheim -yesterday and giv- 
en a suspended two-year Jail sentence. 
AFRICAN NATIONS' CUP Semi-finals: 
(Durban) Tunisia 4 (Abel Sdm 16. pen 85. 
Beys 30. Kodnoane 47) Zambia 2 (Lota 68. 
Makasa 901: (Soweto) South Africa 3 
iMosnoeu 22. 88. Bartlett 46) Ghana O. 
LOAN TRANSFER: Peter Buttsf ImidfieMer) 
Notts County to Gnmsby. 

Ice hockey 

Humberside Hawks beat yesterday's 
transfer deadline » sign lan found, the 
2 6- year-old defenceman from Milton 

Keynes Kings, until foe end of the sea- 
son. Round will mate his Hawks debut 
against Cardiff on Saturday. 

BRITISH LEAGUE first DMskMi: BJfryyiam 
Bombers 6 EBaeKOum Hanks 13; GuUdfonl 
names 3 Bracknel Bees 6. 

' NHL: Damn 4 Tcrarra 2; NY islanders 5 Buf- 
fato 4 (Ott Calgay 3 Hmonan 2 W); Sen Jose 
8 Hartfwti 2: New Jersey 3 Vancouw 2 let). 

Pools 

UTTLEWOOOS: TroMe chance: 23pts 
£32413.15. 22 £21150, 21 £19j# 5, 20 
£455, 19 £110. FOW draws £1450. 10 
bones: £37.45. five aways £0-00. 
VERNONS: Treble chance: 24pts 
£251.55600. 23 £732.90, 22 £6750. 21 
£12.40. Ten home* £17.00; Five away* 

vend pool stakes may be used in paynwreof 
cfce^neKenmesldMdendsmi^ 

ZETTERS: Treble chance: 24pta 
£2652755. 23 £29150. 22 £15.05, 21 
£2J.a Easy stc £2650. Four draws: 
£22.00. fight homes: £450. Four aware: 
££L20 (lor 20p). Goab galore : £167.00 Her 
25p). Lucky numbers: 1 31 30 3 4 36. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


BRITTENS: Treble chance (nine score 
thaws and dc no-score draws): zspts 
£570.00, 22 £9.60, 21 £250. Four thaws: 
£9.90. Rw sways: 7 Op. fight baa n: 
£2050. 


Snocdkor 

REGAL WELSH OPEN (Newport) TlUnf 
round: O Harok) (Eng) W S Hendry (Sen) 5-3: 
D Morgan (Wall be T Chappel (Wan 5-1; P 
Hunter (Eng) bt C Small (Sco) 5-1; D Hemy 
(Sco) H S Davis (Eng) 5-3. Quarter-finals: 
M WVRams (Wal) M P Ebdon lEng) 5-3. 

Teoms 

Brrtafo'sTfn Henman and Mark fotchey 
both moved into the quarter-finals of the 
Shanghai Men's Open yestenfay with 
strait sets victories. Henman, the 21- 
year-oW from Oxford, beet Jim Grabb, 
of the United States, 6-2, 7-6 in his 
second-round match while 2 5- year-old 
Petchey, from Essex, defeated the Ger- 
man, Patrick Baut 6-4, 6-4. Britain are 
now assured of a semi-final place be- 
cause Herman and Petchey will play 
each other in the last eight- Another 
Briton, Andrew Richardson, was beat- 
en 1-6. 6-3. 6-4 In foe first round by 
Lars Janssen, of Sweden. 

Thomas Muster, of Austria, wfll replace 
Andre Agassi as world No 1 when the 
ATP rankings are published on 12 Feb- 


ruary. Agpssi, who replaced Pete Sam- 
pras at the top during the Australian 
Open last week, finds himself deprived 
of foe top position because of a 
change m tournament scheduling. 

Petr Korda, Daniel V&cek, JTri Novak and 
Cyril Suk here been picked by Tom Gul 
likson. the Czech Davis Cup team cap- 
tain, to face Hungary in the opening 
round of the 1996 Davis Cup worid 
group to be played on 9-11 February 
in Risen. Italy hare also named a team 
of Andrea Gaudena, Renzo Furtan, Ste- 
fa no Fescosofldo and Diego Nar^so to 
fece last year's finalists, Russia, for their 
first round to be played In Rome also 
on 9-11 February 

Southampton's Chris Wilkinson bowed 
Dut of the ATP Challenssr event in Llpp- 
stadt, German# yEStetday. The fifth seed 
was beaten 6-1, 6-7. 6-2 in the sec- 
ond round by Radomir Vasek of the 
Czech RepubUc. 

SHANGHAI MEN'S OPEN (Shanghai, CN- 
u) Singles, Orel nxnt L Jorason (Swei D! 
A Rgtanlson (G8) 1-6 6-3 64; A Cherkasov 
(Rus) R R Agenor (Hatti) 7S 7-Q. Second 
rmatifc T Henman (GB) br J Grabb (US) B-4 

(Mwl 

7-5; C CarStti (WHO OgMMlov (Uzbl 6-2 
&3. 

PAN PACIFIC WOMENS OPEN [Tokyo] Sa- 
rin, first round: M Maleeva (Bui) bt M tie 
SwanJt (SAJ 6-3 6-2; LDwenport (US) bt N 


ranging from the Bosnian case 
to fixture dates. Talk of al- 
liances on other matters is wild 
speculation." 

Nevertheless, Uefa is liable 
to hear a few home truths from 
the clubs, including their con- 
cern about the Bos man judg- 
ment and the governing body's 
resistance to demands from 
the European Commission to 
scrap limits on the number of 
“foreigners" dubs can field 

The Premier League will re- 
sist any attempt by Uefa to re- 
duce main European dub 
leagues to 18 teams as part of 
their foture plans. “We nave re- 
duced to 2U clubs and talk of 
further reductions is not ap- 
propriate at this stage," Mike 
Lee, its spokesman, said. 

Rangers have put forward a 
□umber of proposals, induding 
a “system to eradicate the pre- 
liminary round of the Champ- 
ions' League, enabling more 
clubs to participate in the 
Champions' League". 


Kipmuta Uapen) 6-7 6-4 6-2; I Mat* (Creel 
DiZGamsut Jackson (USI 6-2 6-4. Second 
round: N Sawamacgu (Japan) H K Date (Japan) 
7-5 3-6 6-4. 

CROATIAN HEN'S OPEN (Zagreb) Singles, 
first round: M Damn (Cz Ren) bt F Fsner- 
k»n (Den) 2-6 7-5 6-3: T Kamwre I Mam) 
tn S Nosraly (Hun) 7-6 6-2: C-U Steeb (Gen 
bt B Karoacher (Ger)B-2 6-3: G Forget 'Frl 
bt D Pmosi IGer6-2 7-6; GMantsewc iCiooi 
bt C Ruud (Nor) 6-4 7-6. Second round: F 
De Wulf (Bel) bt A Gaudena (lb 6-3 6-3: C 
Martinez (Sp) lx K Nagotsuna (Japan) 6-3 
6 - 0 . 
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BehfiGitiHiDwknowunndihe 
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Dai 0891 333110 


reports from over (DO resorts fa 
Europe and North America by phone 
Of fax. (For a fax report please use a 


Snow reports 
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Other sports 


SNOOKER: Re&ai Welsh Open (Newpon 
Centre. Newport. GwenQ. 


The games Ajax have won in 
six outings this year. The 
Dutch champions lost only 
once in the whole of 1995. 


Kknten .—...raid 
Nanidaz xlosad 

NORTH AMERICA 
Bredcmridga ....packed 
keyatoae pstitea 


canMoM Area Latt 
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pacted wst 27.1 

patted 85* 27.1 

packed 100* 27.1 


pecked 85% 26.1 

powdery 100% 29.1 

hard 35% 274, 


pOMfety 100% 26J. 

powtiwy 200% 201 

powoery 95% 3 LI 


powdery 100% 7.1- 
compact 75% 24JL 


Weather Forecas t 


sunny settled 

sunny soiled 

sunny seated 


sunny suny 

suny stormy 

snow Baffn y &now 


100% 301 snow snow 

100% 304. snow snow 
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£40,000 to be won 

See Page 22 
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FIVE NATIONS FOCUS 

Scotland's natural-bom leader" ~ 



Mystery 

shrouds 

Asprilla 

transfer 


Football 


GUY HODGSON 

Newcastle United's board met 
yesterday but the dub made no 
attempt to end speculation that 
Fausuno Asprilla's £6 -7 m 
transfer from Parma was oft 
The saga of wounded knee is 
likely to be a long-mnning one. 

Instead of an unequivocal 
statement that the Colombian 
had passed a medical last Friday 
there was alence, fuelling ru- 
mours that Asprilla has a seri- 
ous knee injury. The chief 
executive, Freddie Fletcher, de- 
livered a terse “no comment". 

Reports in Italy and Tyneside 
have suggested the deal is off, 
but the mystery was heightened 
last night when the Department 
of Employment revealed that it 
had received a request for a 
work permit. “Newcastle 
submitted an application on 
Monday and we are working on 
that," a spokesman said. 

Parma, too, appear to think 
the transfer is stul in motion. A 
dub spokesman, Giorgio Gan- 
dolfi, insisted that Asprilla was 
in good physical condition when 
he left Parma last week. 

England’s preparations for 
the European Championship 
have been disrupted by the 
weather. The coach, Terry Ven- 
ables, had hoped to hold a squad 


get-together this month but has 
abandoned it because so few of 
his players are available due to 
the number of FA Cup matches 
postponed last weekend. 

“I'm disappointed, 7 ' Venables 
said, “but there is no point 
calling up players to make up 
numbers." England’s next 
match is a friendly against Bul- 
garia at Wembley on 27 March. 

Scotland’s manager, Craig 
Brown, has indicated that Dun- 
can Ferguson is in contention 
for the finals. "If Duncan main- 
tains his good form,” he said, 
"and keeps behaving himself, be 
is definitely in my thoughts." 

This morning the Evert on 
striker learns whether be must 
serve the remaining seven 
matches of a 12-match suspen- 
sion. Judge Lord Marfadyen will 
ann ounce his verdict after 
deliberating since 19 January. 

Manchester United's Nicky 
Butt has failed to have a one- 
match suspension overturned 
after the FA dismissed an appeal 
against his sending-off against 
West Ham. 

Sheffield United have made 
an inquiry about the Danish 
international Michael Laiidrup, 
whose contract with Real 
Madrid is coming to an end The 
31-year-old strikers wages of 
£30,000 a week are a stumbling 
block, however, as is the inter- 
est of several Japanese dubs. 


Magdalena Maleeva, of Bulgaia, winds op a forehand during her 6-3, 6-2 victory over South Africa’s Mariaan de Swardt In Tokyo yesterday 


Photograph:. AP 
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ACROSS 

Attempt to hold competition 
to produce ornamental pat- 
tern (7) 

It’s wise having a letter sent 
out (7) 

Stuff u first hatf of comic 
sketch consuming 1,048,576 


10 Clergyman's consumed a 
source of energy (7) 

11 Menu item leaning to lan- 
guage difficulty (S, 4) 

12 Time, about noon, there’ll be 
wedding in Paris? (5) 

13 Argument understood when 
enunciated (5) 

15 Means whereby woman’s 
seen outside church in Spain 

<9> 


17 Sort of chemistry journal 
printed in one French town 
(not English) (9) 

19 Managed to invest in notes- 
foreign currency (5) 

22 Avoid Kansas City (5) 

23 Champion in college disrupts 
game with little hesitation (9) 

25 Canal section seen from pub- 
lic house by a railway near 
New Cross (7) 

26 Flat fare from Inverness? (7) 

27 Break rank in country dance 

28 St 

name of river? (7) 

DOWN 

1 Indian Civil Service has some 
discretion over plans (7) 


0QEH3DE3 HGIOBQESD 

m h u id 0 b a 
WQBED0H taamaaia 
H n 0 0 0 0 0 
niann nnsBEnsu 


More air circulates in cup- 
board r 

connection shown 
by card (top to bottom) (5) 
Sailor caught asthma, unfor- 
tunately, constricted by ex- 
tremes in Yukon (9) 

Kate takes about an hour to 
do needlework { 5) 

Ugly quarrel he s joined? (9) 
Competent enterologist 
shows understanding (7) 

8 In Valencia it appears the 
j burst shortly 


's about to I 


with no time to 
absorb old article is missing 
nothing (5-4) 

16 Accountant assumed business 
is in some disharmony (9) 

17 Detailed view of one depart- 
ment in New Hampshire (2- 

18 Bald old eccentric? (7) 

20 One series of races around 
course mostly resulting in 
draw (7) 

21 Procession for which one per- 
' son's inevitably late (7) 

23 Scores less than a hundred? 

24 Azat’s j 
frequently "TlS) 


decimal. 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When you hare the answers to the first tiuve clues across AND tbe first three dues down phone 0891 311 017 and 
leave your answets with your name address and daytime lekphooe number by midnight tonight- Each day there is a 
case of Charfes Vvcii s Bombardier PremiunJ Bintr to win. PLUS from all entires for rhe wet* a winner wiD be se- 
lected far 3 Weekend for two in a Cbades WeQs Country Hotel. 

mute all i 


. „ . nnnute aH other times . 

selected at random from all correct entries received. No cash ahematfoe. Normal _ 
Editor's decision is final. Winners' names can be obtained by sending an SAE to - 
A, Bowe House, St Peters Road, Maidenhead SL6 7QLT 


Wells 


Arsenal quick to scotch 
Venables speculation 


Fry boils over at 
suspension saga 


GLENN MOORE 


First the Windsors, now the Ar- 
senal. It seems that the nation’s 
royalty are losing their nerve. A 
stony “no comment" used to be 
the upper crust's response to 
tabloid tales, but yesterday 
Hjgfabmy followed the Palace in 
issuing a swift reply to press 
speculation. 

While Buck House's state- 
ment had criticised the mes- 
senger - a mobile telephone 
eavesdropper - Arsenal’s rub- 
bished the message. The sug- 
gestion thatTbny Venables was 
being lined up to become their 
next manager drew this com- 
ment from managing director 
Ken Friar. “We do not like com- 
menting on reports like this, but 
it is total garbage. It really is." 

As with the Windsors, foot- 
ball dub denials cannot always 
be believed. However, this one 
appears to be genuine. While a 
case can be made for linking 
Venables and Arsenal, it is a 
flawed one. 


The Arsenal board do admire 
Venables, and he turned down 
the job before it was offered to 
George Graham. The man him- 
self wul be available as soon as 
he steps down from coaching 
England in July. 

But given that Venables re- 
signed from the national post to 
contest a series of legal cases, 
it is bard to imagine how he 
could combine them with the 
more time-consuming task of 
dub management Neither are 
Arsenal, still recovering from 
the Graham scandal, likely to 
take on a manager who will be 
spending autumn in the court- 
room. 

But while the story may be 
a case of putting two and two 
together and making five, there 
are reasons to make such 
calculations. Venables may cot 
be going to be Highbury but 
that does not mean Bruce 
Rioch, the current incumbent, 
will be staying. 

Under the post-Graham 
regime all transfer spending is 
conducted by the board. Since 


the initial £12xn spree on Den- 
nis Bergkamp ana David Platt 
in the summer they have been 
idle - despite being presented 
with a series of shoppuig lists by 
Rioch; 1 

Understandably, this reluc- 
tance to implement his 
plans for rebuilding- mainly 
due to the club's refusal to 
meet foreign players' wage 
demands - has frustrated 
Rioch. 

That disappointment has 
spilled over into arguments 
with senior players. After nine 
months at Highbury he is still 
to sign his contract 
Some of the above was 
referred to in yesterday’s news- 
paper report. Unlike the 
Venables tale, none of it was 
denied. 

“He knows be has taken on 
a mammoth task," a friend of 
Rioch said yesterday. “The 
slower the board move, the 
harder that task is - and he is 
the one at the sharp end." 

Venables developments, 
page 17 


Birmingham Oty wiD be without 
three defenders through sus- 
pension for their Coca-Cola 
Cup semi-final first leg with 
Leeds United- Their captain, 
Liam Daish, has joined his fel- 
low centre-back, Andy Edwards, 
and the full-back Gary Poole on 
the sidelines for the St Andrews 
encounter oa II February. 

Daish has received a two- 
match ban after topping 21 dis- 
ciplinary points. Gty's manager, 
Barry Fry, who is set to recall 
the former Leeds defender 
Chris Whyte from a loan spell 
at West Ham, said: “I think we 
will be lucky to keep the score 
down to 6-0. It’s an absolutely 
incredible situation. We are 
being punished effectively for 
our success in the cup compe- 
titions this season. 

“We’ve played about a dozen 
games more than anybody else 
in the country and that obviously 
means there is more chance of 
picking up bookings. I flunk sus- 
pensions should be decided on 
a pro-rata basis, taking into ac- 
count how many games your 
club has played. I also think re- 


serve-teambookings shouldfjj^ 
count at first-team level.” ' 

The. Croatian international 
defender, Slaven KBc, should tt* 
day be cleared to play for West 
Ham in Saturday’s home game 
against Nottin^ram Forest The 
granting of BOic's work permit 
will see the completition of bis 
£1.65m move from the German 
dub, Karlsruhe. The Hammers 
are, however, still awaiting clear- 
ance for the Romanian in- 
ternational, Hie Dumitrescu, 
who was signed fromTbttenbara 
for £l.5m last week. 

Roger Stanislaus, the Leyton 
Orient defender, today answers 
a Football AssodatiorLmisoon- 
duct charge after becoming the 
first player in England to test 
positive fora performance-en- 
hancing drug immediately after 
a match. Stanislaus. 27, has 
been suspended from the Third 
Division dub pending the hear- 
ing, which could' result -in a 
lengthy ban. The former Arse- 
nal apprentice was found to 
have traces of cocaine follow- 
ing a urine .test after a 3-0 de- 
feat at Barnet in November. 
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IRB imposes 180-day residential clause 

the best players," Pugh^£- 
“It’s a world asset that we 
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Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


The International Rugby Board 
yesterday threw into confusion 
the nascent transfer system that 
has followed professionalism 
when it insisted on a 180-day res- 
idential qualification for players 
wishing to change countries. 

The restriction will apply 
even within the home countries, 
thereby casting doubt on the 
transfer of the Scotland scrum- 
half, Gary Armstrong, to New- 
castle which bad been thought 
to be a fail accompli once Arm- 
strong had completed the 120- 
day stand-down that applies in 
England for the remainder of 
this season. From the close 
season the Rugby Football 


Union had intended only a sev- 
en-day qualification. 

The acquisition by Saracens 
of the former captain of Aus- 
tralia, Michael Lynagh, is a dif- 
ferent case, though the IRB has 
agreed a let-out enabling the 
180 days Lo be waived if the 
unions concerned mutually 
agree. Otherwise Lynagh, who 
has already signed a contract 
with the north London club, 
would need to be resident in 
England from the beginning of 
March m order to be eligible for 
a prompt start to neat season. ■ 

As for British players, not to 
mention those from the Irish 
Republic and the rest of the Eu- 


ropean Union, this deliberate 
impediment to the free move- 
ment of labour is certain to face 
a legal challenge both at home 
and in Europe. The CRB's legal 
advice is that it could withstand 
such a challenge and even if it 
did not, it takes the cynical view 
that any court case would drag 
on for years. 

The IRB’s excuse for exemp- 
tion from legislation flat applies 
in other walks of life is that it 
needs to keep tight control while 
rugby is findmg its feet as a pro- 
fessional sport -a period Vfemon 
Pugh, the board’s newly elected 
chairman, puts at five or six 
years. The Bosnian case, which 


has latterly established freedom 
of movement for sportsmen out 
of contract, lasted seven years. 

But even though Pugh, also 
chairman of the Welsh Rugby 
Union, is a barrister and bis 
deputy. Rod Fisher, is a lawyer 
back home in New Zealand, the 
confidence with which be spoke 
at the end of the IRB’s annual 
meeting in London was aston- 
ishing For instance, he virtually* 
ordered the RJFU to reconsid- 
er its seven-day policy and said 
exemptions would be exceptions 
and not the rule. 

“Rugby union is too precious 
to be thrown away to all these 
money interests who can buy up 
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to protect All other profes- 
sional sports have been profes- 
sional for some time ana 
essentially it's the contractual 
position that regulates. But we 
are under a totally new- cir- 
cumstance: we have gone pro- 
fessional practically overnight. 

“The market is a very new 
one and if it's left unregulated 
it will be to the disadvantage or 
the game worldwide. IPs a set- 
tling-down period and I have no 
doubt if iPs tested courts will 
take the view that rugby can 
control its own destiny at. a time 
of transition." Not forgetting ei- 
ther, that the flow of plfflWI 5 
from Pugh’s union and omers 
to where the money is ■^Eng- 
land — would be. stemmed- 
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